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A    SEVENTH    LETTER 
TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND. 


A      DEFENCE      OF 
THE  PREROGATIVE  ROYAL, 

as  it  was  exerted  in  His  Majefty's  Proclamation 
For  the  Prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  Com. 

IN  WHICH  IT  IS  PROVED 

That  this  Authority  ever  has  been,  is,  and  muft  be 

eflential  to  the  conftitution, 

AND  INSEPERABLE  FROM 

The  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject. 
Hear  me  for  my  Caufe.  shakespeare. 


0  Englijhmen,  worfe  bewitched  than  the  foolijh  Gal- 
laticns  !  Our  unftaid  minds  and  rejllefs  refolutions  do 
nothing  elfe  but  hunt  after  our  own  harms.  No  people 
have  more  hatred  Abroad,  and  none  lefs  quiet  at  Home. 

n  other  countries  the  Sword  oflnvafwn  hath  beenfloak- 
i  againjl  us  :  In  our  own  land  the  Fire  of  Infurretlion 
ath  been  kindled  among  us  :  And  what  are  thefe  Inno- 

1  ations,  but  Whetftvnes  to  fharpen  the  One,  and  Bel- 
lows to  blow  up  the  Other. 

Speech  in  the  Firft  Parliament  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  by  Merks,  Bifhop  of  Carlifle. 


Printed  for  the  Author,  and  Sold  by  J.  Almon,  in 
Piccadilly,  and  S.  Bladon,  in  Pater-nofter-row. 
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A     DEFENCE      OF 
THE  PREROGATIVE  ROYAL. 


TH  E  Law  which,  in  this  Seflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, has  been  enacted  to  indemnify  thofe 
minifters  who  adviied  his  Majefty  to  pro- 
hibit the  Exportation  of  Corn,  and  thofe  officers 
who  exerted  the  dictates  of  that  benign  interpofi- 
ticn,  feems  moil  evidently  to  exprefs  that  this  ex- 
ertion of  authority  was  confidered  as  unconftitu- 
tional.  Otherwife,  it  may  be  difficult  to  affign  a 
reafon  adequate  to  the  palling  that  exculpating  Sta- 
tute. 

Notwithftanding  this  Law  was  voted  with  almofl 
unanimous  confent  •,  and  the  generality  of  the  na- 
tion appears  to  be  perfuaded  of  the  expediency  of 
its  being  inftituted ;  to  my  apprehenfion  it  is  ma- 
nifeft,  that  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  exerciied 
as  it  was  on  this  occafion,  has  been,  is,  and  ever 
mud  be  effential  to  the  Conftitution,  and  inleparable 
from  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People.  And 
mould  the  Privy  Council,  through  the  influence  of 
this  Act,  be  intimidated,  in  future  times,  from  the 
exercifing  it  in  a  like  manner,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  whole  community  muft  inevitably  fuffer  by  this 
Defalcation  of  Authority  from  the  King. 

To  prove  this  is  the  purport  of  the  letter  which  I 
am  going  to  lay  before  You.  It  enters  not  into  my 
intention  exprefsly  either  to  applaud  the  minifters 
who  fupported,  or  to  cenfure  thofe  who  oppofed 
this  right  of  Royal  Interpofition.  The  latter  have  ap- 
proved the  exertion  of  it  on  this   occafion,  and 

B  have 

3o  1aS~&> 


(  4  ) 
have  publicly  declared  that  the  neceffity  of  that 
emergency  would  have  prevailed  on  them  alfo,  had 
they  been  in  power,  to  have  difpenfed  with  their 
obedience  to  Legal  Authority.  Thefe  eminent  per- 
fons  therefore,  I  would  flatter  myfelf,  will  enter- 
tain no  difpleafure  mould  I  fucceed  in  this  enquiry  ; 
fince  it  will  thereby  be  perceived  that  it  is  conftitu- 
tional  to  tranfact  what  they  conceive  to  be  illicit ; 
and  that  they  themfelves  may  be  jn  (lifted  in  exer- 
cjfing  a  fimilar  power  on  like  occafions.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  convi&ion,  I  (hall  prefume,  unpre- 
judiced and  difpafilonate,  to  offer  to  your  confede- 
ration thofe  arguments  which  have  prevailed  on 
me  to  adopt  the  following  opinions  :  and  it  will 
remain  with  you  to  examine,  with  like  temper,  on 
which  fide  the  truth  of  this  momentous  enquiry  is 
to  be  found.  And  as  many  of  thefe  diftinguifhed 
pcrfonages  were  formerly  in  power,  who  have  de- 
clared that,  in  their  opinion,  this  Royal  Preroga- 
tive thus  exerted  is  unconftitutional  •,  and  as  they 
may  again  return  to  the  exerciie  of  adminiftration, 
and  to  the  confultations  of  the  Cabinet,  I  am  in- 
duced for  their  fakes,  as  well  as  fur  that  of  the 
whole  community,  to  endeavour  at  the  evincing, 
That  this  exertion  of  the  Prerogative,  as  it  was  ex- 
erciled  in  the  Proclamation  which  has  been  men- 
tioned to  You,  is  a  right  conftitutionally  inherent  in 
the  Crown  :  and  that,  as  there  has  hitherto  been  de- 
viled no  alternative  which  can  juflify  the  annihilation 
of  it  j  fo  am  I  confident  that  none  can  be  invented 
which  may  adequately  fuppiy  its  place, cither  refpect- 
ing  Liberty  or  the  Public  Good  :  and  that,  mould  the 
fatal  hour  of  its  extinction  once  arrive,  at  the  fame 
inftantyour  Rights,  Privileges,  and  even  the  Con- 
(titution  itfelf  will  be  loft  for  ever.  Unconvinced 
pf  this  confequence,  no  inducement  could  have 
prevailed  on  me  to  offer  you  my  fentiments  on  this 
head. 

Ani- 
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Animated  by  Allegiance  to  my  Sovereign,  and  by 
Zeal  for  your  Welfare,  the  moil  laudable  motives 
the  human  heart  can  feel,  if  my  words  mall  hap- 
pily exprefs  the  fenfations  and  the  arguments  by 
which  I  am  urged,  1  doubt  not  but  to  conciliate 
You,  and  even  thofe  Uluftrious  Men  who  have  dll- 
liked  the  late  exertion  of  the  Regal  Prerogative, 
to  the  approbation  of  this  falutary  power.  And 
this  opinion,'  I  flatter  myfelf,  they  may  adopt  with- 
out being  deemedobnoxious  to  the  depreciating 
imputation,  of  changing  fentiments  with  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  may  attend  either  the  augmen- 
tation or  the  lofs  of  power  •,  or  of  being  implicitly 
obedient  to  interefted  views  and  pliable  duplicity. 

Such  being  the  object  of  this  defign,  it  will 
prove  impracticable,  with  Juftice,  to  fix  upon  me, 
That  I  am  either  defending  the  Meafures  of  Admini- 
ftration,  or  censuring  thofe  who  have  oppoled  them. 
I  mean  not  to  fpeak  for  or  againft  Men,  but  to  ex- 
amine the  right  of  this  Royal  Interpofuion,  naked 
and  detached  from  all  perfonality  whatfoever,  even 
of  your  Sovereign  himfelf,  from  whole  Virtues  and 
Paternal  Care  I  might  derive  fuch  peculiar  advan- 
tages to  the  caufe  I  have  undertaken  to  fuppcrt. 
I  defend  it  notbecaufe  it  has  been  carried  into  ex- 
ecution by  the  prefent  council  of  his  Majefty.  And 
fhould  that  nobleman,  whofe  Exalted  Genius  and 
Superior  Elocution  render  him  equal  to  the  Ora- 
tors of  the  Greek  and  Roman  ages,  and  the  admi- 
ration of  the  prefent  •,  and  that  Gentleman,  who 
pleaded  the  caufe  of  Mercy,  and  urged  to  have 
the  Public  Money  applied  to  the  purchasing  of 
Corn,  in  order  to  reduce  the  pri.e,  and  to  iup- 
ply  the  wants  of  Thoufands  and  Ten  Thoufands  of 
You  with  bread  ;  mould  thefe  return  to  the  Council 
of  your  King,  and  to  the  Miniftry,  1  mall  equally 
lament  the  inapplication  of  the  Royal  Prerogative 
B  2  by 
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by  their  hands.  And  notwithstanding  that  humane 
proportion  of  advancing  the  Public  Money,  was 
treated  with  To  little  attention,  to  me  it  feems  to 
have  conflituted  that  circumftance  which  alone  was 
wanting  to  fill  that  meafure  replete  with  Goodnefs, 
the  mod  benignant  Ad:  a  Sovereign  can  ordain, 
his  Council  advife,  or  his  fubjects  receive  from  the 
hands  of  Government. 

The  purpofe  to  which  I  fpeak  is,  the  eftablim- 
ment  of  7'ruth  and  Juftice,  and  the  promotion 
of  your  Felicity  ;  and  to  this  end,  permit  me  to 
lay  before  You  the  difference  which  exifts  between 
the  Conftitution  and  the  Laws,  the  Legiflators 
and  their  Inflitutes  :  And  hence,  if  I  miftake  not, 
you  will  be  fatisfied,  that  this  authority  of  Dif- 
penfing  with  Laws,  as  it  was  exercifed  in  the  Pro- 
clamation, has  at  all  times  not  only  refided  in  the 
Crown,  but  that  a  fimilar  power,  by  whatever 
name  it  may  be  diftinguiflied,  is  exerted  by  the 
other  Eftates  of  the  Legislature.  7  hat  it  has 
ever  been,  and  is  at  prefent  in  continual  opera- 
tion by  the  King,  and  frequently  exerted  in  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament.  That,  from  the  nature  of 
man  and  of  human  inftitutions,  it  is  indifpenfable 
in  the  adminiftration  of  all  governments.  That  the 
community  receive  fuch  fignal  benefits  from  the 
exerting  it,  as  no  other  eftablifhment  can  afford. 
That  without  this  authority  in  the  Crown,  thofe 
Statutes  which  are  framed  and  intended  for  the  ad- 
vantages of  All,  muft  too  frequently  prove  fubter- 
vient  to  the  prejudice  and  oppreflion  of  Individu- 
als and  the  whole  Nation  ;  and  even  fubverfive  of 
that  Equity  and  Right,  for  which  all  Laws  and 
even  Government  itfelf  were  primasvally  efta- 
blifhed. 

If  in  this  endeavour  I  obtain  the  happinefs  of 
fucceeding  in  your  judgments,  obey  with  chear- 
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fulnefs  the  dictates  of  thofe  Truths  which.  You 
cannot  refute.  If  I  fail,  impute  it  to  the  emotions 
of  that  Heart,  which,  though  it  wifhes  to  be  con- 
fiantly  active  in  the  advancement  of  your  welfare, 
may  fometimes  urge  my  Lips  intemperately  to 
fuftain  a  miftaken  Caufe. — Whatever  be  the  re- 
fult  of  this  appeal  to  your  difcernment — believe  me 
the  Faithful  Subject  of  our  King,  the  Steady 
Friend  to  your  Welfare,  and  the  Unbiafied  Advo- 
cate of  Liberty  and  the  Cortftitution. 

In  every  fpecies  of  Free  Government,  there  muft, 
of  necefiity,  exift  an  authority  fuperior  to  the. Laws, 
without  this  power,  a  Statute  once  enacted,  however 
inadequate  or  contradictory  to  the  purports  of  its 
inftitution,  muft  remain  Immutable:  by  thefe  means 
the  very  ends  of  all  Legiflative  Ordinances  may 
be  fubverted,  and  the  Laws  become  the  moft  in- 
exorable of 'alJ  Tyrants.  In  jFree  States,  therefore, 
the  Conftitution  is  antecedent  to  the  Law,  and  pa- 
ramount of  all  Legiflative  Inllitutions  ;  becaufe 
the  right  of  inftituting  muft  always  precede  the 
Formation  .of  Laws,  and  confequently  the  Exer- 
tion of  them  when  made.  This  fuperiority,  the 
happinefs  of  the  community,  the  fupreme  right  of 
all  national  fociety,  indifpenfably  requires  :  and  this 
authority  is  for  that  reafon  delegated  to  felect  per- 
fons,  in  fuch  manner  that  the  powers  of  each  Eftate 
may  prove  a  controul  to  the  finifter  endeavours. of 
the  others,  mould  fuch  intentions  intervene  :  and 
from  thence,  that  the  fafety  of  All  may  become  the 
refult  of  this  participation  of  Government. 

It  is  evident  then,  from  the  nature  of  a  Free 
State,  and  of  the  primaeval  rights  of  human  kind, 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  form  of  its  conftruction, 
no  part  of  the  1  egiflative  Body,  however  con- 
fidentially entrufted,  can  poflefs  the  right  of  facri- 
ficing  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  that  People 

who 
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who  have  delegated  the  Prefervation  of  therri  to 
their  Vigilance — A  delegation  of  fuch  unlimited 
power  would,  in  fact,  be  a  refignation  of  All  hu- 
man rights  into  their  rlifpofal — Like  the  free-born 
Brutus,  it  would  be  giving  your  iword  into  your 
Servants  hands,  for  the  fole  intent  of  its  being 
plunged  into  your  own  bofoms.  But  could  you  be 
lb  intentible  *o  y-our  own  happinefs,  -and  could  it 
be  conceived,  that  even  You,  the  People,  can  pof- 
fefs  a  right  to  fuch  Delegation  of  power,  reflect- 
ing Yourfelves ^remember  you   have  inherited 

the.  Bkifing  of  Liberty  from  your  Fathers,  and 
cannot  alienate  that  Inheritance  from'defcending  to 
your  Sons  : — and  that  when  once  the  Effence  of 
all  Social  Compact' is:  annihilated^  and  men  are 
enflaved  by  their  PredeceiTo'rs,  that  then,  both  by 
the  Laws  of  God  and  Human  Nature,  they  are 
difTolved  from  all  Obedience  to  thofe  who  have 
undone  them,  and  may-  return  to  the  exertion  of 
thofe  Native  Powers  which  teach  them  to  abhor 
and  to  emerge  from  that  degenerate  ftate.  No 
Father,-  Friend,  or  Reprefentative,  can  be  autho- 
rifed  to  commit  fuch  Treafon  againfb  the  dictates  of 
Affection,  Friendship,  and  Truth.  Individuals, 
or  even  one  generation  of  men,  may  refign  their 
Rights  through  Cowardice  or  Corruption ;  but  their 
Sons  will  certainly  reflect  that  they  are  not  the  lefs 
born  Heirs  of  Freedom,  becaufe  their  Fathers  have 
prefumed  to  alienate  their  Heritage.  The  advan- 
tage of  the  whole  community. being  the  only  ge- 
nuine ground  of  national  Society  and  juft  Govern-* 
ment,  the  means  of  eftablifhing  and  perpetuating 
that  intent,  and  the  reftraint  of  power  from  being 
exercifed  to  the  injury  of  the  Constituents,  ought 
to  refide  in  the  Formation  of  every  Legiflature, 
without  which  it  would  be  manifestly  incomplete. 
With  the  right  of  making  Laws,  there  is  necefTarily 

con- 
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connected  the  right  of  obviating  their  inconvenien- 
ces;  or,  the  fhort-fightednefs  of  man,  which  fel- 
dom  penetrates  into  all  the  events  which  may 
proceed  trom  human  institutes,  inflead  of  forming 
Legislative  Chains  to  bind  the  iniquitous  from  iJi 
deeas,  might  be  forging  Fetters  by  which  to  hold 
the  Native  Freedom  and  Privileges  of  the  Com- 
munity in  Bondage  j  and  by  thefe  means,  what  was 
originally  intended  for  the  benefit  of  All,  would  be- 
come the  moft  oppreflive  of  all  evils. 

The  wants  of  human  kind,  being  interwoven  in 
their  original  formation,  poflefs  from  Nature  the 
juft  rights  of  being  fatisfied.  Thefe  being  imparted 
in  common  to  the  whole  fpecies,  and  each  indivi- 
dual having  an  equal  claim  to  them  ;  on  that  bafis 
the  idea  of  Equity  has  been  founded  ;  and  that  ien~ 
timent  has  prima^vally  given  Fafhion  to  all  the 
Conititutions  of  Government  on  the  Globe;  though 
by  the  influence  of  innumerable  interventions,  they 
have  been  gradually  warped  from  the  rectitude 
of  their  original  inftitutions,  to  their  prefent  crook- 
ednefs  and  imperfections. 

The  truth  of  this  declaration  might  be  eafily 
evinced,  were  it  proper  at  this  time  to  delineate  the 
Stream  of  this  Constitution,  from  its  Fountain  in 
the  Wilds  of  Germany,  through  all  the  meanders 
of  its  courfe  ;  to  explain  the  tranfparency  and  tur- 
bidnefs,  the  tranquillity  and  turbulence  of  its  wa- 
ters, as  they  have  alternately  prevailed  ;  how,  at 
fometimes  the  banks  of  Law,  Religion  and  Equity, 
w  ich  were  formed  to  confine,  and  direct  its  proper 
channel,  have  been  broken  down,  and  the  whole  na- 
tion deluged  with  anarchy  and  diftrefs ;  whilft,  at 
others,  it  has  funk  into  fo  fcanty  a  current,  that 
thofe  boundaries  have  been  parched,  and  fallen  to 
pieces  through  deficiency  of  moifture  : — Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  fame  flream,  varying  with  the 
diverfe  influences  which  have  occafionally  affected 
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it,  mall  now  be  patted  in  filence.  On  this  occafion 
I  fhall  confider  the  Prerogative  Royal  as  it  has 
exifted  from  that  point  of  time  in  which  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  long 
exifted — in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third.  But 
before  I  explain  to  you  the  flate  of  the  Prerogative 
Royal  at  that  time,  it  feems  expedient  to  acquaint 
you  of  what  the  Parliament  then  confided. — The 
King  and  his  Great  Council,  of  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  affembled  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  ; — the  Lords  Spiritual,  affembled  in  the 
Upper  Houfe  of  Convocation  ; — the  Knights,  Ci- 
tizens and  Burgeffes,  as  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Laity  •, — and  the  Ecclefiaftics,  as  the  Reprefenta- 
tives of  the  Clergy  ;  the  former  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  and  the  latter  in  that  of  Convocation. 
■ — But  at  prefent,  as  I  have  little  to  relate  refpedting 
the  Ecclefiaftical  State,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  chiefly 
to  that  of  the  Laity. 

The  Parliament  being  convened  by  writs  iffued 
from  the  Throne,  the  Brit  days  were  paffed  in  chuf- 
ing  Receivers  of  Petitions  and  Triers  of  them,  by 
the  Lords  from  among  their  own  Body  ;  and  to 
the  firft,  the  1  o Life  cf  Commons  were  obliged  to 
deliver  what  they  intended  to  requeft.  Thefe  pe- 
titions being  examined  by  the  Triers,  were  either 
rejected  as  improper,  or  accepted  and  pre  fen  ted  to 
the  King,  who  either  granted  or  refufed  them. 
The  Commons  had  the  right  of  laying  Taxes  on 
themfelves  without  the  Bill  being  regularly  paffed 
thro'  both  Houfes  to  the  Throne.  The  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  the  Lower  Houfe  of  Convocati- 
on, enjoyed  and  txercifed  the  fame  pnvil  ge  indepen- 
dant  of  each  other,  without  content  or  communica- 
tion of  votes  between  the  feveral  eftates.  The  C<  m- 
mons  were  the  National  Inquifitors,  who  had  a  right 
to  examine  the  conduit  of  the  King's  Minifters, 
and  to  impeach  them  before  the  Lords.     As  they 

had 
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had  no  right  cf  voting  in  the  Efiablifhment  of  Laws, 
they  debated  and  voted  only  on  the  merits  of  the  Pe- 
titions which  were  propofed ;  and  thefe  being  fettled 
by  a  majority  of  their  votes,  as  to  the  objects  requeit- 
ed,  were  then  prefented  to  the  Sovereign  in  Council. 
Where,  if  approved,  their  petition  were  formed 
into  Statutes  by  the  Judges,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
feffions ;  or  otherwife  they  were  rejected,  as  the 
King  mould  think  expedient.  But  without  reafon- 
ing  on  the  Extent  of  the  Prerogative  Royal  from 
difputable  points ;  and  that  I  may  Hand  unimpeached 
of  all  inclination  to  millead  You  ;  1  fhall  deduce 
the  proofs  which  I  fhall  offer  from  authorities  as 
authentic  as  Magna  Carta  itfelf,  the  Records  of 
Parliament.  It  will  then  be  feen  that  the  King 
had  the  indifputable  right  of  fufpending  and  dif- 
penfing  with  the  Laws  of  the  realm  •,  and  though 
that  Prerogative  has  long  fince  been  juftly  confined 
to  more  narrow  limits  than  in  the  reign  of  which 
I  am  fpeaking,  and  many  others  which  were  fub- 
fequent;  yet,  that  it  ftill  remains  inherent  in  the 
Crown,  to  that  degree  in  which  it  has  been  lately 
exerted  by  our  prefent  Sovereign,  in  the  Procla- 
mation publifhed  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of 
Corn,  1  doubt  not  to  make  manifeft. 

Whoever  therefore  may  inflame  his  imagination 
with  vifionary  ideas,  that  your  Reprefentatives 
were  originally  that  influential  AlTembly,  endowed 
with  the  fame  Rights  and  Privileges  which  they 
now  fo  beneficially  enjoy,  will  be  grievoufly  mis- 
taken. The  money  being  granted,  the  chief  caufe 
of  their  being  convened,  the  Commons  then  pro- 
ceeded, by  the  mediation  of  the  Triers  of  their  Pe- 
titions among  the  Lords,  to  requeft  his  Majefty  for 
the  enacting,  altering,  or  repealing  fuch  Statutes  as 
by  either  of  thefe  methods  their  advantage  might  bed 
redound  from  it.  And  as  an  evidence  of  this  Truth, 
I  will  lay  before  You  inftances  of  the  above  exer- 
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tionsofthe  Prerogative  Royal,  with  the  Petitions 
which  preceded  them. 

Anno  Reg.  Ed.  III.  20^°. — The  Commons  pe- 
tition the  King,  That  all  Atls  of  Parliament  before 
made  may  be  obferved,  fo  there  pafs  forth  no  commif- 
fion  for  the  arraying  of  men. 

The  King's  anfwer.* — The  firfl  part  the  King 
granteth,  the  next  he  refufes. 

Petition. — That  the  Jtatute  made,  that  the  King 
fhould  prefent  to  any  church  of  his  gift  falling  void,  at 
any  time  within  three  years,  fo  as  if  the  parfon  had 
continued  therein  for  three  years,  that  he  fhould  not  be 
put  out,  may  Jl and. 

Anfwer. — The  King  refufes  it. 

Anno  Reg.  Ed.  III.  21  mo. -*— Petition. — That 
the  Statutes  whereby  it  is  ordained  that  Sheriffs  and 
Efcheators  Jhall  be  fujficient  perfons  within  the  realm, 
and  they  not  to  remain  longer  than  a  year,  may  be  kept. 

Anfwer. — The  King  is  pleafed  the  Statute  jhall  be 
kept ;  but  when  a  good  Sheriff  is  jound,  his  commif* 
/ton  jhall  be  renewed,  and  he  newly  jworn. 

I  fhall  now  pafs  on  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Fourth,  and  fhew  You,  that  this  Prerogative  (till 
remained,  though  the  Commons  had  fervilely  con- 
tributed all  in  their  power  to  dethrone  a  lawful  So- 
vereign. His  whole  crime  confided  in  being  too 
young  when  he  afcended  the  Throne,  too  eafy  to  be 
prevailed  on  from  a  too  humane  difpofition,  and 
too  abfolutely  in  the  hands  of  factious  Uncles  who 
led  him  to  the  commifiion  of  many  indifcretions. 
All  thefeat  length  concluded  in  his  being  murder- 
ed by  a  rebellious  Son,  of  one  of  thofe  rebel  Uncles^ 
who  by  nature  had  no  qualities  which  ought  to 
have  placed  him  in  the  Throne,  beyond  thofe  which 
Richard  enjoyed. 

Anno 

*  Thefe  grants  and  negatives  were  then  exprefled,  as  at  pre- 
fent, in  French,  Le  Roy  le  veur,  the  Kir.g  wills  it;  Le  Roy  s'avi- 
fera,  the  King  will  be  advifed ;  which  was  only  a  lefs  difpleaf- 
ing  manner  of  refusing  it. 
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Anno  Reg.  Hen.  IV.  410. — Petition. — That  the 
Statute  made  in  the  fir  ft  year  of  the  King,  touching  the 
people  of  Calais,  may  be  obferved. 

Anfwer. — The  King  grant eth,  except  worfteds  and 
other  cloths,  herring,  and  that  patent  granted  to  the 
town  of  Berwick  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign. 

From  this  reign  I  now  proceed  to  that  of  Ed- 
ward the  Fourth. 

Anno  Reg.  Ed.  VIL  ymo. — Petition. — That  the 
Statute  made  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  Edward  the 
Third,  touching  free  faffing  of  boats  in  rivers,  may  be 
obferved ;  and  that  no  per f on  do  interrupt  any  man's 
paffage  upon  or  by  the  river  Severn. 

Anfwer. — The  King  refujeth  it. 

In  this  manner  the  Commons,  from  their  firft  infti- 
tutionto  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth, 
continued  to  petition  the  King  for  the  enacting,  al- 
tering, continuing  and  repealing  thofe  Statutes  which 
are  found  in  the  books  •,  except,  that  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Firft,  who  by  way  of  excellence  has 
been  ftiled  the  Legiflator,  many  of  thofe  Laws  which 
are  ftill  acknowledged  and  received  as  Statutes,  were 
formed  without  the  Petition  or  Knowledge  of  the 
Commons,  by  the  King  and  Council  -,  promulged 
as  Ordinances-,  and  ftill  continue  to  be  obferved  as 
Written  Laws. 

7  hat  the  Prerogative  extended  to  the  enacting, 
altering,  continuing,  and  repealing  the  Statutes, 
is  incontrovertible  from  thofe  inftances  which  I 
have  offered  to  your  confideration.  When  the 
Commons  petition  that  ads  already  made  may  be 
cbferved,  and  the  King  anfwers,  that  part  of  them 
fhall  be  obferved  and  part  not,  and  at  other  times  that 
no  part  of  them  fhall  be  cbferved,  thefe  records 
pronounce,  that  in  thofe  days  the  Prerogative 
Koyal  extended  not  only  to  the  fufpending  and  dif- 
peniing  with  Laws,  but  even  to  their  being  enacted 
or  abrogated,  and  this  right  is  acknowledged  by  the 
Commons  in  their  Petitions. — But,  believe  me,  this 
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is  not  the  exertion  or  exiftence  of  Royal  Prero- 
gative for  which  I  am  contending.  I  know  that 
Liberty  and  fuch  Power  are  incompatible.  I 
mean  only  by  thefe  inftances  to  refute  the  affertion 
which  has  been  fo  generally  advanced,  that  the  doc- 
trine which  maintains  either  the  right  of  fufp ending  or 
difpenfmg  with  a  Law,  never  did  belong  to  the  Crown  •, 
and  to  (hew  You,  that  by  a  comparison  of  the  ante- 
cedent exertions  of  the  Prerogative  Royal  with  the 
gracious  interpofition  of  your  prefent  Sovereign, 
and  the  degrees  to  which  it  is  now  circumicribed, 
You  may  joyfully  diftinguiih  the  improvement 
of  your  happinefs,  both  in  the  refcinding  the  un- 
falutary  excrefcence,  and  preferving  the  native  and 
healthful  fubflance  of  the  Constitution.  You  will 
then  perceive  that  this  right,  tho'  inherent  in  the 
King,  can  never  be  carried  into  execution  but  for 
your  advantage,  unlefs  your  Reprefentatives  be- 
come either  inattentive  to  your  Liberties,  or  Be- 
trayers of  your  Trufr. 

Richard  the  Third  having  afcended  the  throne  by 
every  execrable  act  of  dimmulation  and  treachery, 
and  having  aggravated  thefe  nefarious  crimes  .by 
the  murder  or  his  Nephews,  the  Commons  perfectly 
adapted  to  the  Tyrant's  will,  vote  that  his  right, 
title  and  eflate  to  the  crown  of  England,  were 
grounded  upon  the  Laws  of  God  and  Nature  ;  but 
as  this  impious  right  was  but  of  fhort  duration,  it 
does  not  appeat  that  before  the  afcent  of  Henry  the 
Seventh,  the  Lower  Houfe  acquired  the  privilege 
of  forming  Bills  to  be  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  and 
that  every  Bill  fhould  have  the  confirmation  of  Both 
Houfes,  as  well  as  the  Koyal  AfTent,  to  make  it  an 
act  of  Parliamen.  Previous  to  this  asra  the  Commons 
had  encreafed  in  importance.  In  the  beginning  they 
confifted  but  of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-two 
Members,  Eighty  for  the  Counties,  and  Twenty- 
two  for  Cities  and  Boroughs,  unlefs  Chefhire  and 
Durham  at  that  time  fent  none.      But  as  the  city  of 
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Chefter  Tent  two,  I  imagine  the  county  might  alfo, 
though  both  that  and  the  Bifhopric  lent  no  Re- 
prefentatives  for  many  reigns  after.  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  the  Commons  were  encreafed  to 
Three  Hundred,  and  at  prefent  they  confift  of  Five 
Hundred  and  Thirteen  for  England.  The  dignity 
of  a  Speaker  was  not  bellowed  upon  them  till  the 
lad  year  of  Edward  the  Third,  and  it  remains  much 
in  the  fame  manner  to  this  day. 

From  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  to  the  end  of 
Richard  the  Third,  thefe  your  Representatives  had 
remained  a  Conftitutional  though  not  a  Legiflative 
Eftate  of  the  realm.  They  now  acquired  the  latter 
right,  and  have  fince  not  only  preferved  but  greatly 
augmented  it.  And  as  the  prefent  fafhion  of  politi- 
cal thinking  manifeflly  verges  on  the  fide  of  the  de- 
mocratic part  of  this  Conftitution  ;  and  the  Rights, 
Liberties  and  Immunities  of  You,  the  People,  are 
imagined  to  be  folely  owing  to,  and  preferved 
by  your  Reprefentatives,  and  therefore  that  their 
Powers  cannot  be  too  much  enlarged  for  your  Ad- 
vantage ;  permit  me,  for  your  own  fakes,  to  fhew 
You  that  your  Happinefs  and  Freedom  equally  de- 
pend on  the  fupporting  the  juft  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown  as  on  that  of  either  of  the  other  Eftates  •,  and 
that  whenever  a  difproportioned  increafe  or  dimi- 
nution of  their  refpective  authorities  hath  at  any 
time  arrived,  that  then  your  Liberties  have  been,  and 
from  the  like  caufes  ever  mufh  be  in  the  mod  im- 
minent Hate  of  peril.  With  this  view  I  fhall 
lightly  fketch  fome  of  thofe  events,  in  various 
reigns,  which  fucceeded  to  the  period  of  the  Com- 
mons being  conftituted  a  Legiflative  Part  of  Go- 
vernment ;  and  thefe,  I  imagine,  will  verify  what 
I  have  been  juft  obferving. 

During  the  twenty-three  years  reign  of  Henry 
the  Seventh,  feven  Parliaments  alone  were  called, 
and  the  fpirit  of  Subferviency  is  vifibly  to  be  traced 
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in  their  conduct  at  that  time.  Edmund  Dudley, 
the  Great  Favourite  of  the  King,  and  mod  nefa- 
rious Oppreflbr  of  the  people,  was  chofen  by  the 
Guardians  of  your  Rights  to  be  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons :  But  the  particular  affair 
which  hath  fince  increafed  the  Power  of  that  Houfe 
took  its  rife  in  the  reign  of  this  crafty  Prince. 
It  confided  in  the  aft  which  imparted  the  right 
of  transferring  Landed-property  in  a  manner 
which  till  then  had  not  been  granted;  and  thus, 
when  the  Great  and  Extravagant  ran  in  debt,  they 
fold  their  lands  to  the  monied  men  ;  and,  as  power 
follows  property,  the  Commons  became,  of  con- 
iequence,  more  influential  by  this  acquifition  of 
Landed-intereft ;  and  the  Nobles  lefs  potent  by  the 
diminution.  By  thefe  means  Henry  had  lefs  to 
fear  than  his  predeceffors  from  thole  Difturbers  of 
the  peace  of  England,  the  enormous  Barons. 

Having  laid  the  foundation  for  leffening  the 
power  of  thefe  turbulent  and  imperious  fubjefts, 
the  Commons  were  prevailed  on  to  enaft,  at  It-alt 
to  re-edablifh,  the  court  of  Star-Chamber,  which, 
though  it  proved  to  be  one  of  thofe  caufes  that 
produced  the  bloodfhed  of  innumerable  multitudes 
in  the  rebellion  againd  Charles  the  Firft,'  was  in 
thofe  of  Henry,  from  its  arbitrary  nature,  a  mod 
energic  controul  on  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  a  So- 
vereign's Will  i  and  a  Legiflative  Eftablifhment. 
But  as  this  Prince  was  perfectly  perfuaded  of  the 
verfatile  and  turbulent  difpofition  of  the  Englifh, 
his  views  were  condantly  directed  to  guard  againd 
fuch  events  as  had  dethroned  and  murdered 
preceding  Kings.  On  this  account  he  blended  his 
love  of  avarice  with  the  art  of  not  demanding  fre- 
quent fubfidies;  concealed  his  arbitrary  deiigns  un- 
der the  fpecious  apparel  of  moderation  and  good 
laws ;  and  timed  and  executed  his  projects  with  iuch 
difcernment,  that  he  palled  his  reign  with  greater 
tranquility,  at  lead  with  lefs  danger  of  being  de- 
throned, 
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throned,  than  misjht  otherwife  have  been  expect- 
ed. Yet,  after  all  that  can  be  faid  in  favour  of  his 
fagacity,  the  circumftances  of  the  times  more  than 
the  King's  wifdom  conduced  to  impart  a  perma- 
nency to  the  Crown.  And  fuch  incidents,  in  gene- 
ral, form  the  characters  of  Princes,  at  leaft  as  they 
are  exhibited  in  their  actions.  The  fame  Sovereign, 
who  is  held  to  moderation  and  applauded  for  his 
acts  of  beneficence,  whilft  theapprehenfion  of  dan- 
ger actuates  his  mind,  has  become  a  Tyrant  when 
that  connoul  has  been  taken  off. 

By  the  marriage  of  Henry  with  the  female  Heir 
of  the  Houfe  of  York,  the  Two  Houfes,  which  had 
deluged  the  realm  fo  frequently  in  civil  blood  with 
fo  little  improvement  to  the  Conftitution,  and  pro- 
duced the  alternate  ruin  of  almoft  all  the  great  fami- 
lies of  the  kindom,  were  united  ;  and  that  fource  of 
difcord,  defolation  and  death,  was  perfectly  annihi- 
lated, by  the  murder,  for  fuch  it  was,  of  Edmund 
Plantagenet,  fon  to  George  Duke  of  Clarence,  and 
heir  male  to  the  kingdom,  who  from  infancy  had 
been  unjuftly  imprifoned  in  the  Tower.  This  act  of 
barbarity,  though  covered  with  more  fpecious  trap- 
pings than  the  murder  of  Edward  the  Fourth's  chil- 
dren, fprung  from  as  favage  a  difpofition  in  Henry 
as  in  Richard;  and  the  motives  to  it  were  even  more 
ignoble.  Richard  thought  it  impoflible  to  reign 
whilft  Edward's  fons  furvived  ;  but  Henry  had  no- 
thing to  fear  from  a  Prince  of  much  imbecility,  un- 
known to  the  people,  inoffenfive,  and  no  obftruc- 
tion  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  Englifh  Empire. 

The  difllpation  of  Henry  the  Eighth  fucceed- 
ed  to  the  avarice  of  his  father,  to  which,  in  ge- 
neral, it  is  not  the  unnatural  heir  ;  for  extremes 
beget  their  oppofites  as  frequently  as  their  like- 
nefTes.  In  this  reign,  Defpotifm  and  Luft,  like 
two  hungry  tygers  hunting  together,  obferved  no 
bounds  in  their  ravages ;  and  to  the  perpetration 
of  Rapine  and  Cruelty,  the.  confent  of  Both  Houfes 
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was  thought  neceltary  to  give  a  Sanction.  On  thefe 
occafions,  Timidity  and  Intereft,  in  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  co-operated  to  effect  whatever  Injuftice 
and  Oppreflion  a  Tyrant  could  command.  The  Re- 
prefentatives  of  yourRights  at  this  time  preferved  no 
very  ref  pectable  character ;  for  when  Mr.  Montague, 
a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  was  on  his  knees  before 
the  King,  with  his  hand  upon  his  head  that  fa- 
vage  Defpot  unfeelingly  pronounced,  Man  get  My 
Bid  pajfed  by  to-morrow,  or  elfe  this  head  of  yours 
Jh all  be  cut  from  off  your  Jhoulders ;  and  with  this 
imperious  menace,  the  Commons  were  intimidated 
into  an  implicit  obedience  to  tyranic  will.  It  feems 
probable,  the  hopes  of  feeing  the  Ecclefiaftics  {trip- 
ped of  their  lands,  and  of  their  being  divided 
among  themfelves,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to 
that  fervilky.  This  is  certain,  that  fuch  was  the 
fucceffive  event  of  the  difagreement  between  the 
Roman  Pontiff  and  that  King.  For  though  the  firft 
article  in  Magna  Carta  has  conftantly  pronounced 
that  the  Church  of  England  fhould  be  free,  and  have 
ber  Rights  entire,  and  her  Liberties  uninfringed,  thofe 
lands  which  had  been  bequeathed  and  immemori- 
ally  held  by  all  the  rights  by  which  men  in  civil  efta- 
blifhments  can  either  beftow  or  receive  donations, 
were  taken  from  the  Clergy  by  an  Acl:  of  the  Legif- 
lature.  For  this  violation  of  rightful  property,  the 
exigencies  of  ftate,  and  the  fupprefling  ecclefiaftical 
power,  were  affigned  as  motives  -,  notwithftanding 
which,  they  were  profligately  wantoned  on  thofe 
who  had  moft  fignally  indulged  the  King's  defpo- 
tic  temper,  and  betrayed  that  facred  Trufl  which 
your  Anceftors  had  committed  to  their  care.  And 
thefe  unconftitutional  a£ts,  which  were  perverted 
to  their  emoluments,  they  engaged  to  fupport  by 
Arguments,  Votes,  and  Arms,  and  whatever  elfe 
might  be  attempted  by  that  arbitrary  Monarch, 
though  his  extravagance  and  folly  wantonly  pre- 
fented  whole  Manors  for  a  well-made  Pudding. 
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This  violence,  even  Henry,  the  moll  tyrannic  and 
undeferving  of  thofe  Sovereigns  which  have  dif- 
graced  both  human  nature  and  the  diadem  of  Eng- 
land, would  not  have  prefumed  to  have  committed, 
without  the  concurrent  Confent  of  your  Guardi- 
ans.— But  iheir  fervile  obedience  refted  not  at  that 
point.  By  their  Votes  an  Aft  was  paffed  by  which 
all  future  Kings,  after  they  fhould  arrive  to  the 
age  of  twenty-four,  were  legally  authorifed  to  re- 
peal, by  their  Letters  Patent,  all  former  Statutes 
which  had  been  enacted  by  the  Three  Eftates  dur- 
ing their  minority.  This  power  undoubtedly  pro- 
ceeded from  prefentiment  that  he  mould  leave  his 
fon  a  minor ;  during  which  the  antient  rights  might 
probably  be  reftored  ;  and  from  the  defire  of  re- 
eftablifhing  that  ryranny  which  he  loved  and  had 
effected.  Added  to  this  unprecedented  Aft,  the 
fame  fubfervient  Commons  inftituted  a  Law,  That 
by  his  I  eters  Patent,  or  by  Will,  impowered  him 
to  leave  whom  he  fhould  pleafe  the  Heir  of  thefe 
dominions  ;  and  his  Proclamation  alfo  was  made, 
by  the  Legiflative  Authority,  equally  valid  and 
effectual  with  Afts  of  Parliament.  In  this  manner, 
as  the  Power  of  the  Commons  encreafed,  their  ini- 
quities augmented  alfo.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that 
yourReprefentatives,  corrupted  by  the  depredations 
made  on  the  Clergy,  did  not  only  grant  the  right 
of  a  Temporary  Sufpenfion  of  Law,  but  refigned  the 
whole  Legiflative  Authority  into  the  hands  of  this 
cruel  and  imperious  Tyrant ;  and  bartered,  be- 
trayed, and  fold,  for  Private  Intereft,  your  Rights, 
Liberties,  Privileges,  and  even  the  Conftitution 
itfelf.  And  it  murt  remain  for  ever  indiiputablc, 
that  a  Defpotifm  was  then  enafted  in  this  kingdom, 
unknown  to,  and  unpoffeffed  by  any  other  Poten- 
tate on  earth,  by  the  confent  of  the  Legislature  j — 
and  this  flagitious  aft  was  perpetrated  by  the  Re- 
prelentatives  elected  to  the  Prefcrvation  and  De- 
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tencc  of  the  People's  Freedom  from  Oppreflion,  if, 
according  to  the  Rights  of  Nature  and  the  Confti- 
tution,  men  can  be  chofen  and  be  authorifed  to  fell 
You  and  your  Pofterity  to  One  mercilefs  Enflaver. 
But  I  implore  Ton,  impute  not  thefe  nefarious 
actions  to  men  of  the  preient  k  ftablifhed  Church 
of  England.  They  were  committed  by  Roman  Ca- 
tholics on  Roman  Catholics.  Perfons  who  had  re- 
nounced the  Pope's  Supremacy,  yet  (till  adhered  to 
the  tenets  of  their  old  religion.  And  it  may  not  un- 
reaibnably  be  prefumed,  from  their  fubfequent  acts, 
that  they  would,  in  like  manner,  and  for  like  tem- 
poral advantage,  have  renounced  even  the  Supre- 
macy of  God  himfelf.  Thefe,  for  the  moil  part, 
were  the  men,  who  ftedfaft  Papifts  in  the  reign  of 
Henry,  were  Staunch  Proteftants  in  that  of  Edward 
his  Succeffor.  By  the  afcent  of  Mary  to  the  throne, 
the  winds  once  more  fat  from  the  fhores  of  the  Papal 
Patrimony,  and  with  them  brought  along  thofe  influ- 
entialparticles  which  induced  thefe  confcientiousPro- 
teftants  to  revert  to  their  former  faith,  being  firft  af- 
certained  that  their  rapacious  acquifitions  fhouid  re- 
main to  them  and  to  their  heirs.  But  to  fail  before 
this  renovated  gale,  in  this  direction,  their  courfe 
was  not  long  continued.  Elizabeth  oppoied  the  pa- 
pal power,  and  Prottftantifm  was  again  the  compafs 
by  which  thefe  changing  men  directed  their  fteer- 
age  : — Such  was  then  the  reproachful  conduit  of 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People — men,  the  mod 
flagitious  the  human  heart  can  well  conceive,  and 
whofe  portraitures  no  language  hitherto  invented 
can  afford  the  proper  means  of  jultly  delineating  ! 
From  this  origin,  like  plenteoufneis  from  dung  and 
ordure,  fprung  the  happy  Reformation  :  For  fuch 
feem  to  be  the  diipenfations  of  Provid-  nee,  that  i 
not  only  the  fruits  of  the  earth  (hall  be  encreafed 
and  meliorated  by  mareria!  corruption  ;  but,  even, 
on  fame   fignai  occafions,  the  augmentation    -md 
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improvement  of  human  happinefs  from  that  of  mo- 
ral and  religious. 

Reflect  one  moment  on  the  important  a^ra,  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII. in  which  the  Rights  and  Liber- 
ties of  You  and  your  Progeny  were  infidioufly  fa- 
crificed,  by  thofe  whom  You  had  chofen  to  be  the 
Guardians  of  them,  on  the  altar  of  Self-intereft  to 
this  mercilefs  Idol  of  Arbitrary  Power — of  all  in- 
human oblations  the  molt  facrilegious  •,  and  even 
this  Idol  rendered  ftill  more  powerful  and  defpotic, 
in  being  by  the  Two  Houfes  enabled  to  renounce 
the  Papal  Supremacy,  for  now  there  remained  no 
Being  to  awe  his  actions  but  God  alone,  and  him 
he  had  openly  fat  at  nought  by  the  moft  flagitious 
breach  of  all  his  commandments. 

Be  ftrenuous,  therefore,  in  chufing  fuch  alone 
for  your  Reprefentatives  of  whofe  Integrity  You 
can  obtain  the  beft  aflurance;  for,  without  this 
precaution,  You  may  delegate  the  right  of  pre- 
serving your  Liberties  to  fuch  as  I  have  jufl  de- 
fcribed :  Men  who  will  barter  them  for  the  private 
emoluments  of  Place  or  Penfion,  without  whofe 
treachery  to  your  Truft,  you  cannot  be  undone. 
Think  not,  therefore,  that  Liberty  is  neceflarily 
connected  with  Proteftantifm,  nor  Enflavement 
with  Popery.  Kingdoms  and  republics  afford  in- 
fiances  of  the  fallacy  of  fuch  conceit.  Magna 
Carta  was  obtained  by  your  Roman  Catholic  An- 
ceftors.  By  Froteftants  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
ha«  been  made  perpetual  in  one  Parliament,  and 
protracted  from  three  to  feven  years  in  another. 
The  firft  obtained,  the  lafl  fubverted  your  Rights, 
And  had  not  the  minority  of  Edward  the  Sixth, 
and  even  his  dying  in  that  minority,  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  repealing  thofe  Statutes  which  your 
Reprefentatives  had  been  purchafed  to  enact  in  his 
father's  Tyranny,  had  Elizabeth  lucceeded  imme- 
diately to  her  Sire,  the  deTpoiic  difpofition  which 
D  2  fhe 
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fhe  inherited  from  him,  encreafed  in  power  of  be- 
ing carried  into  execution  by  that  egregious  diffi- 
mulation  which  fhe  pofieffi-d,  would  in, all  proba- 
bility have  rivetted  your  chains  for  ever.  And. I 
mail  foon  lay  before  You  the  fatal  aera  in  which  the 
molt  atrocious  defpotifm  was  accomplifhed  by  the 
machinations  of  men  who  (tiled  themfelves,  moil 
audacioufly  indeed,  the  Molt  Perfed  of  all  Pro- 
tectants. 

It  would  be  too  long  to  lead  You  through  the 
reigns  of  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  James  the  Firft. 
Let  it  fuffice  therefore  to  tell  You,  that  during  the 
former,  whatever  was  cruelly  tran  faded  was  per- 
formed in  confequence  of  Laws  enaded  or  reftored 
by  your  Reprefentatives,  in  that  reign,  which  had 
been  abrogated  in  the  former.  And  that  whatever 
was  laudably  accomplifhed  by  her  Sifter,  is  juftly 
due  to  that'Queen  and  her  Minifters ;  for  the  Com- 
mons were  the  obedient  inftruments  of  her  will, 
and  dared  not,  in  obedience  to  her  Interdict,  to  in* 
terfere  with  Politics  or  Religion. — Several  were 
taken  from  their  houfe  and  fent  to  prifon  at  her 
command,  and  all  were  tranquil  and  fubmiftive  to 
that  ftretch  of  power.  And  as  the  folly  of  James, 
and  the  growing  affumption  of  the  Lower  Houfe 
encreafed  during  his  pedantic  reign,  wherein  fha- 
dows  were  treated  as  fubftances,  vifions  as  real  be- 
ing?, and  the  delirium  of  dreams  as  the  exertions 
of  reafon,  I  fhall  haften  to  that  of  his  unhappy  fuc- 
ceflbr,  and  for  whole  unhappinefs  his  father  had  per- 
fectly prepared  the  way. 

The  Parliament  being  reftored  to  its  former  au- 
thority during  the  minority  of  Edward  the  Sixth, 
the  Commons  ftrengthened  in  power  by  trade,  by 
the  importation  of  American  Gold  into  Europe,  by 
the  acquifition  of  Landed  property  by  Purchafe, 
and  the  Spoils  of  the  Ecclefiaftics,  and  a  New 
Church,  formed  from  the  more  noble  parts  of  the 

ancient. 


(    23    ) 

antient,  happily  eftablilhed  -,  from  the  offal  of 
the  latter,  like  loathfome  reptiles  from  the  cor- 
rupted carcafe  of  a  dead  lion,  were  generated  thofe 
innumerable  fpawns  of  putrid  fects,  which  have 
fince  that  period  proved  fo  pernicious  to  your  Li- 
beries and  fubverfive  of  the  Conftitution. — Beings 
who  arrogantly  prefumed  to  think,  decide,  and  act 
without  reftraint,  not  only  from  religious  but  from 
civil  eflablifhments;  and  adopted  fuch  principles  as 
are  repugnant  to  all  rule,  authority  and  obedience 
in  Government. 

For  if  every  man  jufily  poiTeiTes  the  right  of 
thinking  for  himfelf,  and  conducting  his  actions  by 
fuch  conclufions,  after  he  becomes  a  member  of 
fociety,  fupported  by  the  laws  and  religion  of  his 
country,  all  Government  mull  be  deflroyed  :  The 
refult  or  fuch  permiffion  will  prove,  that  there  will 
exilt  as  many  different  opinions,  on  thefe  fubjects, 
as  there  are  men  •,  and  all  in  contradiction,  at  leaib 
in  difcord  with  each  other.  And  from  the  fame 
right  of  reafoning  and  concluding  for  themfelves, 
the  whole  number  of  the  conitituents  will,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  their  own  opinions,  be  at  once  both 
right  and  wrong  ;  right  in  conformity  to  the  claim 
in  every  individual  of  deciding  for  himfelf-,  and 
wrong,  reflecting  the  fame  claim  in  all  others  who 
diiTent  from  him.  By  thefe  contrarious  influences, 
pulling  in  different  directions,  nothing  can  perma- 
nently remain  on  which  to  eftabliih  or  preferve  one 
uniform  plan  of  Government.  Thus  an  anarchy, 
fpringing  from  a  difregardto  every  obligation  which 
is  founded  on  the  original  bafis  of  univerfal  recti- 
tude, on  the  nature  of  national  fociety  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  man,  and  irreconcilable  with  the  ideas  of 
Legifiative  Authority  and  obedience,  mult  be  the 
necelTary  refult. 

But  when  in  this  chaotic  confufion,  the  activity 
and  keennefs  of  frantic  enthufiafm  and  the  luft  of 
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dominion,  were  urged  by  the  unremitting  weights 
of  predeftination,  and  the  infolence  of  wealth  fud- 
denly  acquired  and  panting  for  power-,  the  contempt 
of  all  legal  authority  and  contention  for  Tyranny 
are  the  natural  confequences:  and  thefe  will  inevit- 
ably conclude  in  the  Defpotifm  either  of  the  Sove- 
reign or  his  opponents,  the  Subjects  be  enflaved 
and  the  Conftitution  ruined.  It  was  at  this  time 
the  errors  of  popery,  which  had  been  abolifhed  by 
the  Reformation,  returned  with  redoubled  force,  and 
more  unlimited  mifchief,  10  the  embraces  of  thefe 
fanatics,  who  neverthelefs  pretended  to  hold  them 
in  the  utmoft  execration.  That  infallibility  and 
that  fupremacy,  which  had  been  decried  and  ex- 
ploded in  the  Roman  Pontiff,  were  now  afTumed 
by  every  illiterare  and  frantic  fanatic.  Every  rep- 
tile among  them  was  fupreme  head  of  that  church 
which  he  had  erected  in  his  bofom,  and  the  tenets 
of  this  eftablifhed  religion  were  Predeftination  and 
Juftification  by  Faith — doctrines  which  deflroy  the 
influence  of  all  moral  obligation,  and  pervert  the 
very  ends  which  religion  was  inftituted  to  accom- 
plifh.  The  judgments  of  thefe  men  were  infallible 
in  their  own  perfuafions,  becaufe  the  right  of  think- 
ing for  themfelves,  and  the  relult  of  fuch  cogitation 
being  the  unerring  guide  of  their  actions,  effaced 
the  conception  even  of  the  poffibility  of  deviating 
from  truth  in  fuch  heads.  And  though  they  denied 
the  right  of  abfolution  from  fin  in  the  papal  clergy, 
they  arrogated  it  to  themfelves-,  if  fuch  principles 
can  allow,  in  fuch  beings,  the  poffibility  of  offence. 
For  certainly  that  claim  of  pardoning  fins  will  be 
exerted  with  more  plenary  indulgence  by  of- 
fenders on  their  own  mifdeeds,  than  by  the  priefts 
of  any  religion  :  Becaufe  all  men,  from  the  influ- 
ence of  lelf-love,  are.  more  readily  difpofed  to  ab- 
folve  therrfe'ves  from  culpable  transactions,  than 
others  to  give  them  abfolution. 

In 
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In  thefe  days,  of  Charles  the  Firft,  the  God  of 
Mercy  and  of  Wifdom  was  afferted  to  infpire  what 
the  Prince  of  Defolation  and  Iniquity  could  alone 
fuggeft  ;  and  the  commands  of  Heaven  were  forged 
to  impart  energy  and  fanction  to  acts  of  rapine  and 
of  murder.  Blafphemy  and  Rebellion,  linked  like 
Peftilence  and  Famine,  ftalked  tremendous  through 
the  kingdom  •,  and  your  Conflitution,  both  reli- 
gious and  civil,  was  remorfelefsly  devoured.— 
Such  were  ultimately  the  perpetrations  fpringing 
from  the  antecedent  principles,  and  carried  into  ex- 
ecution by  the  Reprefentatives  of  your  Progenitors, 
under  the  delufive  and  fpecious  pretexts  of  fecuring 
Liberty  by  oppofing  their  King,  and  of  ferving 
God  according  to  their  confciences. 

Advocate  as  I  am  for  the  Royal  Prerogative,  be- 
lieve, it  fprings  not  from  the  love  of  Kings,  when- 
ever it  is  extended  beyond  its  falutary  limits  :  But 
from  that  affection  which  I  bear  to  You  and  your 
felicity.  I  know  it  has  been  too  frequently  and  too 
oppreflively  exerted,  even  in  the  beginning  of  thole 
defolating  times  of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking.  But 
becaufe  the  excefs  of  this  authority  is  pernicious, 
will  You  renounce  the  benefits  which  it  offers  ? 
would  You  annihilate  food,  fire  and  water,  becaufe 
difeafe  is  generated  by  intemperance  in  the  former, 
and  devaluation  follows  the  outrages  of  the  latter  ? 

The  Levying  Taxes  without  the  confent  of  your 
Reprefentatives,  was  defervedly  to  be  oppofed  : — 
A  right  which  had  been  eftabliihed  in  Magna  Car- 
ta, purchafed  by  the  Blood  and  Treafure  of  your 
Forefathers  and  obferved  till  that  time,  a  few  de- 
fpotic  inftances  excepted.  And  this  privilege  may 
Heaven  in  mercy  perpetuate  to  you  and  your  De- 
fendants, provided  thofe  whom  You  elect  to  re- 
prefent  You,  fhall  remain  the  uncorrupted  Guar- 
dians of  your  Rights  and  Freedom.  But  if,  in  this 
Confidence,  they  deceive  You,  your  oppreffions 
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will  be  but  the  more  egregioufly  encreafed  and  ir- 
remediable. Should  they  alleviate  their  own  pay- 
ments by  augmenting  your's,  or  indifcriminately 
grant  what  a  Minifter  may  iniquitoufly  require, 
their  Exiftence  will  be  productive  of  mifchief  only  : 
Since  no  Sovereign,  however  abfolute,  will  attempt 
to  doom  You  to  fuch  onerous  taxations,  through 
fear  of  vengeance;  as  thofe  men  to  whom  You  have 
confided  your  facred  Rights,  whenever,  through 
the  authority  of  that  Delegation,  and  neglectful 
of  your  intereft,  they  mail  imp  fe  them  on  You. 

The  Bill  of  Rights  was  a  laudable  purfuir.  The  de- 
molition of  the  Courts  of  Hi^h  Commiffion  and  of 
the  Star-Chamber,  though  the  latter  was  eftablifhed 
by  the  Legiflature  of  the  Land,  was  an  equitable 
tranfaction,  becaufe  the  nature  of  thefe  Courts, 
and  the  feverity  of  their  mandates,  effaced  thofe 
Rights  of  which  all  mankind  were  created  Heirs, 
and  which  are  the  mod  important  ends  of  Civil 
Eftablilhment,  and  the  prefervation  of  which  is 
effential  to  the  Exiftence  of  a  Free  State.  But  from 
that  moment  in  which  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  enact- 
ed, and  thofe  Seats  of  Judgment  abolifhed,  the 
oppofition  which  was  continued  againfl  the  King 
became  an  atrocious  rebellion. 

Such  will  eternally  prove  the  event  of  fuch  fana- 
tic principles  in  the  bofoms  of  fanguinary  and  im- 
perious fubjects,  who,  under  the  feductive  terms 
of  refilling  Arbitrary  Power  in  their  Sovereigns, 
and  acquiring  Liberty  for  their  Fellow  Subjects, 
intemperately  purfue  the  attainment  of  dominion. 
For  fuch  is  the  fabric  of  thefe  impetuous  minds, 
they  never  can  conceive  themfelves  to  be  truly  Free, 
whilfl  any  thing  remains  which  can  controul  their 
inclinations.  In  confequence  of  this  overbearing  tem- 
per, which  would  demolifh  thofe  falutary  bounds 
that  preferve  a  Liberty  to  All,  and  without  which 
\t  can  no  where  fubfifi,  they  afiume  f!he  right  of 
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oppoflng  the  Sovereign  Power,  till  that  fallacious 
motive  of  Supprefling  Defpotifm  in  their  Kings, 
engenders  the  inceflant  exertion  of  acquiring  it  to 
themfelves  :  For  then  alone  they  believe  they  enjoy 
a  perfect  freedom,  when  all  rule  and  authority  of 
their  fuperiors,  all  rights  and  immunities  of  their 
equals,  are  trodden  under  feet,  and  the  means  of 
reigning  refide  in  them  alone. — In  this  manner, 
diverted  of  that  Legiflative  Counterpoise  which  can 
alone  Suftain  a  Free  Government  •,  let  loofe  from 
thofe  falutary  obligations,  by  which,  in  civil  efta- 
blifhments  and  in  nature  they  were  defigned  to  be 
reflrained  •,  both  the  love  ot  liberty,  and  luft  of 
power,  Springing  from  the  fame  fource,  tho'  flowing 
in  contrarious  ftreams,  terminate  at  laft  in  the  fame 
ocean  of  DefporiSm. 

It  was  at  this  Sanguinary  and  frantic  sera  that  the 
majority  of  your  Repreientatives,  who  hadoppofed 
and  abolifned  the  Difpenfing  with  the  Laws,  as  it 
was  exerciled  by  Charles  in  the  Levying  J  axes, 
arrogantly  and  with  equal  illegality  affumed  that 
power  without  limitation  :  And  their  Conftituents 
and  the  whole  nation  were  Subjected  to  the  fame  ar- 
bitrary meafures  from  which  they  pretended  they 
had  taken  arms  to  deliver  them,  i  hey  deftroyed 
the  Courtsof  HighComm'ffion  and  the  Star-Cham- 
ber •,  and  you  (hall  foon  be  acquainted  with  others 
equally  unconstitutional  and  oppreflive  which  they 
eftablifhed  for  the  perpetrating  their  own  purpofes. 
Thefe  Guardians  of  Englifh  Liberty,  by  their  Or- 
dinances, which,  in  the  conftitution,  carry  no 
greater  efficacy  of  legal  injunction  than  Proclama- 
tions from  the  Throne,  the  validity  of  which  they 
were  either  contending  or  had  demolished,  extended 
their  power  to  the  Legiflative  vigour  of  Acts  of 
Parliament.  Such  having  been  the  conduct  of 
your  Reprefentatives,  it  Seems  expedient  to  lay  be- 
fore You  a  few  of  thofe  oppreflive  deeds  which 
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confirm  what  I  have  been  relating,  in  order  that  I 
may  free  myfelf  from  all  intention  to  delude  You 
by  fallacious  and  feductive  arguments,  for  Facts 
fpeak  i  ruth  in  all  relations. 

Thofe  Reprefentatives  who  had  retrained   the 
King  by  a  Statute  from  raifing  money  on  the  People 
but  by    Legifhtive    Authority,  forgetful  of  that 
controul,  or  rather  difregarding  all  Conftitutionai 
Power,  vote    Five    Hundred     I  houfand   Pounds 
to  keep  their  dear  and  rebellious  brethren  of  Scot- 
land in  pay:   And  this  fum  was  lent  by  the  Loyal 
City  of  London  on  a  mortgage  of  the  national  fub- 
fidies,  which  were  raifed  in  contradiction  to  the 
dictates  of  the  Great  Charier,  together  with  vari- 
ous others,  by  an  Ordinance  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    In   the  preceding  fefiion  there  had  been 
enacted  a  Bill  for  Triennial  Parliaments  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  Conftitution  :  But  it  was  now 
declared,  for  the  fame  reafon,that  Parliaments  ought 
to  be   perpetual  •, "and  to  this  unconflitutional  Act 
the  King  moil  imprudently  gave  the   Royal   Af- 
fent.   Thus  thefe  rebellious  Commons,  at  the  fame 
time  deftroyed  the  ancient  rights  of  DifTolving  Par. 
liaments  by  the  King,  and  of  electing  Reprefenta- 
tives by  the  People  ;  and  by   refunding   both   the 
Prerogative  Royal  and    the   Nation's   Privileges, 
fubverted  the  Conftitution,  erected  themfelves  into 
Tyranny,  and  enflaved  their  Fellow  Subjects. 

The  Church  of  Fngland,  equally  adapted,  ef- 
fective, and  difpofed  to  fupporf  the  Regal  and 
the  Peoples  Rights,  in  order  that  True  Liberty 
may  refult  from  a  juft  counterpoife  of  the  Con- 
ftitution, was  an  obftacle  to  the  imperious  defigns 
of  thefe  men.  For  though  they  pretended  to- re - 
quire  liberty  for  their  own  conlciences  alone,  they 
determined  toabolifhit  in  thofe  oi  the  National  Re- 
ligion, who  were  by  much  the  greaceft  number  of 
the  fubjects.  Having  to  that  purpofe  taken  arms, 
1  they 
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they  proceeded  to  eradicate  all  ecclefiaftical  oppo- 
fition  :  And  with  that  view  they  voted  that  the  Bi- 
fhops  (hould  have  no  voice  in  Parliament.  By  this 
proceeding  the  Prelates  were  precluded  from  the 
Legiflative  Power.  An  order  of  men  who  have 
proved  the  primary  promoters  of  the  Liberty  and 
Happinefs  of  this  Kingdom,  from  the  flipulation  of 
Magna  Carta,  for  the  attainment  of  which  You 
are  chiefly  obliged  to  the  wifdom  of  Stephen  Lang- 
ton,  Archbifhop  of  C  anteibury,  to  the  Revolution; 
for  which  alio  You  are  equally  indebted  to  Archbi- 
mop  Sandcroft.  And  this  Truth  is  manifeft  to  all, 
who  fhall  read  the  hiftory  of  this  realm  with  eyes 
unfafcinated  with  irreligion  and  prejudice. 

Having  thus  prepared  the  avenue  to    Ufurpa- 
tion,  theie  Reprefentatives  of  your  Privileges  and 
Guardians  of  the  Conftitution,  alTume  the  execu- 
tive power  as  well  as  the  legiflative  ;  and  iftue  de- 
clarations commanding  their  ordinances  to  be  car- 
ried  into  execution,  and  to    raife   th?   militia — a 
right  which,  till  that  hour,  had  been  juftly  inherent 
in"  the  Crown  alone  :   And  this  military  force  was 
now  convened   to  wage  war   again  ft  their  lawful 
Sovereign,  who  at  that  moment  had  granted  every 
requeft  which  Freedom  could  require,  and  which 
they  had  originally  defired.  But,  like  blood-hounds, 
having  tafted  the  favour  of  Sovereign  Power    they 
grew  more  inflamed  to  devour  and  to  fate  their  vo- 
racious appetites  with  the  whole  fubftance  cf  Roy- 
alty.    With  this  intent  they  iffued  a  remonftrance, 
declaring  the  Sovereign   Legiflative   Power  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Two  Houfes  ;  and  that  the  King  Had 
no  juft  right  of  giving  his  Negative  to  the  Bills 
which  they  mould  pafs. 

In  this  manner  the  Legiflative  Authority,  which 

in  the  infancy  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refided 

almoft  entirely  in  the  King,  which  had  been  dilated 
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equally  through  all  the  Eftates  from  the  days  of 
Richard  the  Third  to  thofe  of  Charles,  was 
now  transferred  from  the  King  and  the  Eccle- 
iiaftics,  to  the  Laity  of  Both  Houies.  Of  thefe  the 
Lords  formed  but  an  inconfiderable  infiuenc'-',  and 
were  not  long  in  being  abolifhed  with  the  other 
Eftates.  Thus  that  Power  which  was  fo  grie- 
voufly  complained  againft  in  the  King,  though  li- 
mited by  thofe  in  the  Lords  and  Commons,  was 
now  ufurped  and  extended  into  abfolute  Tyranny 
.by  the  latter  only. 

Liberty  of  confeience  was  the  general  and  feduc- 
tive  object  which  they  pretended  to  eftablilh  ;  bat 
this  liberty  was  confined  to  their  own  confeiences 
alone,  and  in  them  it  knew  no  controul,  from  Law 
or  Religion.  Thefe  conlcientious  hypocrites  plunder- 
ed and  imprifoned  all  thofe  nobles  and  gentlemen, 
who,  actuated  by  the  genuine  motives  of  a  righte- 
ous confeience,  refufed  to  take  arms  againft  their 
King,  and  to  renounce  thofe  oaths  of  allegiance 
which  they  had  fworn  before  the  Almighty  to 
preferve  :  And  had  they  difregarded  this  facred 
bond,  no  Ecclefiaftic  of  the  Church  of  England 
would  have  abfolved  them  from  that  obliga- 
tion !  On  the  contrary,  their  frantic  and  fanatic 
teachers,  who  roared  againft  the  approaching  dan- 
gers from  Popery  and  the  Scarlet  Whore  ;  who 
brought  the  Primate  of  England  to  the  block,  as  the 
friend  of  papacy  •,  than  whom  it  never  had  a  mor«e 
effectual  opponen:  in  thefe  realms ;  and  charged 
the  King  himfelf  with  being  a  Roman  C  atholic  at 
heart  •,  thefe  furious  and  hypocritic  miicreants  af- 
fumed  that  papal  power  which  they  pretended  to 
execrate  •,  and  abfolved  from  the  obligation  of  their 
oaths  all  thofe  who  had  been  taken  prifoners  by  the 
King  at  Brentford,  and  fet  at  liberty,  on  fwearing 
they   would  never  more  bear  arms  againft  him. 

This 
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This  abfoiution  their  teachers  gave,  and  their  dif- 
ciples  accepted,  though  both  neverthelefs  incef- 
fantly  declaimed  that  no  human  being  could  poffefs 
the  right  of  abfolving  men  from  their  oaths.  Thus 
thofe  moft  egregious  and  deftructive  evils,  which  they 
afferted  to  attend  the  papa)  church,  were  introduced 
with  full  mifchief  by  thofe  who  were  demolishing 
furplices  as  rags  of  popery  and  abominable  fins. 

God,  the  King,  and  the  Conftitution,  being 
now  renounced,  the  laudable  fenfations  of  huma- 
nity remained  not  in  fuch  bofoms.  They  im- 
peached the  Queen  of  High  1  reafon  for  affift- 
ing  Charles,  her  King  and  Hufband,  with  arms  and 
ammunition  ;  and  thereby  condemned  the  dictates 
of  nature,  virtue,  conjugal  fidelity,  and  even  of 
that  all-wife  and  beneficent  Being  who  planted  them 
in  the  human  fabric. 

Having  advanced  thus  far,  there  remained  to  be 
accomplimed  another  act ;  which,  when  they  had 
the  power  of  doing  iniquity,  was  no  more  than  the 
femblance  of  imparting  authority  to  their  deeds. 
They  therefore  affumed  the  other  rights  of  Sove- 
reignty, made  a  new  Great  Seal,  declared  all  thofe 
patents  invalid  which  had  been  paMed  by  the  King 
fince  the  twenty-fecond  of  May  1622,  and  that 
their  Seal  fhould  be  of  equal  efficacy  with  all  thofe 
which  had  been  tiled  by  the  preceding  Kings  of 
England. 

Such  was  the  progrefs  and  fubverfion  of  the 
State  by  your  Reprefentatives  ;  who,  in  fearch  of 
Liberty,  had  arrogated  thofe  powers,  as  lawfi.l  in 
themfelves,  which  they  had  refilled  as  tyrannous  in 
the  King.  In  feeking,  the  Lord  they  had  recalled 
and  renovated  the  molt  pernicious  errors  of  popery, 
the  excirpation  of  which  was  not  the  leaft  of  thofe 
tranfaclions  which  they  vowed  to  execute.  In  this 
manner,  having  fubverted  your  civil  and  religious 
Conftitution  j  having  perpetrated  by  their  ordi- 
nances 
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riances  fuch  acts  as  infinitely  exceeded  in  mifchief 
thofe.  which  were  attempted  by  the  Proclamations 
from  the  Throne •,  having  fhed  the  blood  of  Thou- 
fands  and  Ten  Thoufands,  and  erected  themfelves 
into  Tyranny  by  military  power  ;  that  very  means, 
by  which  they  role,  defpifing  their  authority,  re- 
folved,  on  being  mailers  of  thofe  mifcreants  who 
had  originally  given  them  exiflence,  and  aflumed 
the  reins  of  Government. — And  fuch  will  eter- 
nally be  the  event  in  all  contentions  againft  a  juft 
eftablifhment.  Thofe  who  unite  in  demolifhing  a 
fovereign  power  with  energic  influence,  will,  from 
the  fame  principles  which  taught  them  firft  to  op- 
pofe  that  fovereignty,  again  feparate  from  and 
opprefs  their  fellow  Rebels,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity {hall  offer,  by  which  the  ftrongeft  pare  may 
gain  an  afcendency  over  the  other.  And  as  in  fuch 
contentions  the  fword  mud  eternally  prove  to  be 
the  molt  prevalent,  the  Government,  which  refults 
from  fuch  fuccefs,  mull  in  fact  be  military  •,  the 
moli  oppreiTive  to  the  rights  of  human  kind. 

Rebels  were  now  to  talte  of  the  bitter  cup  of 
Defponfm  from  that  rebellion  which  had  lb  plente- 
oufly  adminiftered  it  to  the  King  and  his  Loyal 
Subjects.  The  army  delivers  to  the  Houfe  of 
.  Commons  a  reprefentation  for  purging  it  from  ob- 
noxious Members,  and  for  terminating  that  afiem- 
bly  which  deemed  itfelf  eternal,  and  which  the 
-  deluded  King,  to  his  own  destruction,  had  affented 
to  confirm. 

The  fweets  of  arbitrary  power  were  too  endear- 
ing to  be  inftantly  relinquished  by  thofe  who  had 
thus  iniquitoufly  indulged  in  them.  The  Com- 
mons, to  the  intent  of  preferving  their  afcendancy, 
refolve  that  the  army  fhall  remove  forty  miles  from 
London  \  but  that  breath  which  had  Ipread  con- 
flagration through  the  realm,  and  cc.n  fumed  its 
moll   valuable  pofTeffions,  when   it   was  directed 
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through  military  fuel,  the  flames  of  which  no  ho- 
neft  endeavours  could  extinguifh,  was  now  as  inef- 
fectual as  the  whittling  of  a  ihepherd's  pipe  to  the 
ravages  of  wolves. 

The  Soldiery,  ftung   with    refentment   at   fuch 
verbal  and  nervelefs  power,  impeach  Hollis,  Wal- 
ler, and  nine  others  of  the  leading  Members  of  the 
Commons,  and  infift  on  their  being  fufpended  from 
their  places.     Thefe  men,  convinced  by  multiplied 
experience  that  this  military  force,  which  they  had 
erected,  would  obferve  no  reierve  in  the  executing 
their  intentions,  fled  from  that  danger  and  from 
their  country.     The  importance  of  the  Commons 
being  thus  humbled,  another  claimant  to  fuperiority 
ftarts  forth.     For  whenever  the  true  constitutional 
authority  is  abolifhed,  all  ranks  of  the  populace, 
however  ignorant  and  uninftructed,  conceive  them- 
felves  equal  to  the  charge  of  Government.     The 
Mob  of  London,  difpleafed  with  thefe  proceedings, 
ever  difpofed  to  lawlefs  tumults,  and  generally  mif- 
led  by  defigning  and  infidious  men,  become  para- 
mount, prefume  to  ufurp  the  Sovereign  Authority, 
and  threaten  to  attack  the    Houfe  of  Commons. 
On    this  menace  the  Speaker  and  Fifty  Members 
no  longer  feek  the  Lord,  but  the  army  for  pro- 
tection.    The  Soldiery  refenting  this  audacioufnefs 
in  the  populace,  march  directly  to  London — the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Mob  fubfides,  and  the  Military 
Force  affumes  the  Supreme  Power. 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  things,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  reduced  to  thofe  alone  who  were  im- 
plicitly fubfervient  to  military  commands,  when  re- 
volving never  to  come  to  an  accommodation  with 
the  King,  they  declare  it  High  Treafon  for  any 
perfon  to  receive  or  to  deliver  any  letter  or  mef- 
fage  from  his  Majefty  without  the  permiflion  of 
Both  the  Houfes.  And  now  the  whole  dominion 
fefiding   in   the   Army  only,  the   officers   under 
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Cromwell  prefent  a  remonftrance  to  the  HoufeSj 
requiring  that  the  King,  and  thofe  fubjects  who 
had  preferved  their  allegiance  to  him,  be  brought 
to  juftice.  And  that  thole  Members  of  the  Com- 
mons, who-  had  oppofcd  their  power,  might  be 
precluded  from  interfering  in  their  future  defigns. 
The  Soldiery  requires  aifo  that  a  period  be  put  to 
that  Parliament,  and  more  equal  Reprefentatives 
elected,  in  whom  to  repofe  the  Supreme  Power. 

Refolved  to  flop  at  no  point  on  this  fide  the 
murder  of  their  lawful  Sovereign  •,  with  every  thing 
in  their  command  which  could  perpetrate  that  hor- 
rid refolution,  fuch  is  the  nature  of  man,  and  more 
particularly  where  hypocrify  and  fanatifm  inftigate 
to  action,  thefe  rebels  determined  to  give  a  coun- 
tenance of  juftice  to  their  iniquities,  and  to  impute 
the  motives  of  his  intended  murder  to  the  obftinacy 
of  the  King.  They  therefore  break  off  the  treaty  of 
accommodation  with  him,  on  which  the  Two 
Houfes  had  entered,  and  this  was  done,  as  they 
lyingly  declared,  becaule  he  had  refufed  to  confent 
to,  and  ratify  the  ignominious  terms  which  they 
demanded  ;  and  thofe  which  follow  form  a  part  of 
them. 

He  was  to  acknowledge  that  thofe  rebels  had 
taken  arms  againft  him  in  defence  of  their  juft 
rights. — That  he  was  the  fole  author  of  the  blood- 
ilied  and  calamities  which  had  enfued. — That  he 
would  abolifh  Epifcopacy,  eftablifh  Prefbytery,  and 
transfer  thofe  lands,  which  even  the  rapacioufnefs 
of  Henry  the  Eight,  and  the  ill-judged  policy  of 
Elizabeth  had  left  to  the  church,  to  the  fupport  of 
the  (rate.  And  thefe  undoubtedly,  as  it  had  been 
formerly  done,  would  have  been  divided  among 
themfelves. — That  the  Two  Houfes  fhould  be  in 
veiled  with  the  power  of  the  militia,  of  keeping  up 
a  (landing  army,  and  of  raifing  money  to  iupport 
them. — That  the  King  fhould  difcharge  ail  tuoie 
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debts  which  had  been  illegally  contracted  to  main- 
tain their  rebellion,  and  that  his  faithful  Subjects 
fhould  be  committed  to  their  mercy. — That  all  ma- 
gistracies and  offices  fhould  be  constituted  and  dif- 
pofed  of  according  to  the  will  of  the  Two  Houfes. 
— That  their  new  Great  Seal,  and  all  thofe  grants 
and  commiffions  which  had  been  made  under  it, 
and  which  had  abolifhed  thofe  of  his  Majefty, 
mould  be  confirmed  by  him. — Such  were  the  op- 
probrious conditions,  fuch  the  tyrannous  ufurpa- 
tions,  till  then  unknown  in  this  nation,  which  thofe 
confcientious  feekers  of  the  Lord,  thofe  Reformers 
of  Religion,  thofe  Advocates  and  Defenders  of  Li- 
berty, would  have  fixed  on  their  Prince  and  your 
Ancestors  ;  for  both  the  Sovereign  and  the  People 
would  have  been  equally  enflaved  had  his  Majefty 
accepted  thofe  ignominious  terms. — Yet  fuch  was 
the  fanguinary  and  defpotic  temper  of  thofe  men, 
that  the  violence  which  they  could  not  accomplish 
on  their  Prince,  they  perfected  on  their  Fellow 
Subjects,  when  Rebellion  had  extirpated  Royalty 
by  the  Axe. 

Cromwell  being  now  advanced  al mod  within  the 
reach  of  arbitrary  and  fupreme  dominion,  perceived 
himfelf  environed  with  no  fmall  embarraffment 
from  thofe  very  principles  which  he  had  fo  dili- 
gently and  ardently  inculcated:  And  by  the  influ- 
ence of  which  he  had  gradually  afcended  to  that 
eminence  on  which  he  ftood. 

The  Specious  and  feductive  doctrine,  that  all 
men  were  by  nature  formed  alike  to  enjoy  the  pof- 
fefTions  of  the  earth  •,  and  that  Governors  were  no 
longer  to  receive  obedience  than  they  Studied  and 
purfued  the  good  of  every  individual ;  of  the  recti- 
tude of  which  Government,  according  to  their  prin- 
ciples, every  fingle  constituent  was  the  unerring 
judge,  and  bound  to  follow  his  own  decifions,  had 
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prevailed  confpicuoufly  through  the  Army.  This 
doctrine  had  kindled  iuch  fiery  commotions  in  the 
boibms  of  the  fanatic  Soldiery,  that,  had  Oliver 
permitted  them  to  blaze  forth,  would  havefcorched 
die  laurels  of  his  impious  triumphs.  In  confequence 
of  fuch  opinions,  the  Army  affembled  on  Houn- 
flow  Heath,  determined  to  eradicate  all  diftinctions 
among  men  ;  and  to  reduce  the  whole  race  to  the 
fame  level.  I  his  defign,  fo  pernicious  to  his  views, 
Oliver,  by  one  action  worthy  of  the  mod  exalted 
h^ro  and  the  moil  righteous  caufe,  magnanimoufly 
fuppreiTed.  He  oppoied  himfelf  fingly  to  the  whole 
troops,  felled  feveral  of  them  with  his  own  hand, 
and  then  intrepidly  charged  them  with  a  few  faith- 
ful followers.  Many  were  taken  prifoners,  fent  to 
London,  tried,  condemned  and  executed  for  mu- 
tiny and  rebellion :  And  by  this  arduous  act  he  con- 
vinced them  that  the  fame  man,  who  had  infidioufly 
preached  that  doitrine  of  equality  among  mankind 
in  the  infancy  and  encreafe  of  his  power,  was  now, 
he  had  fo  far  completed  that  purpofe,  refolved  to 
know  no  equal  but  to  reign  their  Lord  Supreme. 

It  was  the  lingular  characterifl  ic  of  this  man,  who 
would  defervedly  have  been  denominated  great,  had 
he  contended  tor  the  happinefs  of  the  nation  as  he 
ftrove  for  its  enflavement,  to  be  adequate  to  the 
accomplifhing  all  events  as  they  were  confecutively 
turned  up  by  the  revolution  oi  human  affairs.  He 
loft  no  time  in  planning  fchemes,  nor  in  vifionary 
attempts  to  penetrate  into  the  incidents  of  futu- 
rity. He  never  advanced  on  the  banks  of  Time  to 
meet  thofe  circumftances  which  are  born  along  on 
the  current  of  that  ftream  ;  and  which,  by  that 
means,  are  frequently  unobferved  in  their  paflage, 
or  immature  if  met :  Nor  did  he  follow  thofe  which 
had  efcaped  his  animadverfion,  and  which,  if  pof- 
lible  to  be  overtaken  had  loft  their  energy  and  pro- 
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per  application  i  but  refolutely  fixed  to  onefpot, 
he  feized  on  all  occafions  in  the  natural  courfe  of 
their  arriving,  and  converted  them  to  his  advan- 
tage. And  in  no  infbnce  of  his  life  did  he  mani- 
feit  a  greater  exertion  of  wifdom  and  intrepidity  than 
in  the  preceding.  Such  was  the  formation  of  his 
character  that  it  will  for  ever  remain  a  fecret,  whe- 
ther this  retention  from  thofe  active  faliies,  which 
generally  influence  in  men  of  fuperior  genius,  pro- 
ceeded from  his  native  and  original  conformation  of 
foul;  or  whether  that  difpofition  was  formed  from 
that  habitude  of  hypocrify,  to  which  he  had  been 
folong  and  fo  fuccefsfully  obedient. 

It  was  now  determined  that  arms  mould  accom- 
plifh  that  tyranny  which  fanaticifm  had  fo  aufpici- 
oully  begun  and  perpetuated.  The  Commons  once 
more  ftrove  for  power,  but,  alas,  the  contention 
was  unequal  between  verbal  resolutions  and  mili- 
tary powers.  Colonel  Pride,  feizing  on  one  and  forty 
Members,  precluded  a  hundred  and  forty  mere 
from  entering  their  Houfe.  By  this  aft  of  violence 
there  remained  but  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  that 
body  which  were  named  your  Representatives;  and 
thefe  confided  of  military  officers,  the  devoted  in- 
ftruments  of  Cromwell's  defpotifm.  And  now  the 
Government  of  England,  being  rendered  moil 
completely  military,  feized  on  the  public  treafure 
depofited  in  Guildhall. 

Having  thus  prepared  the  way  to  the  King's 
murder,  by  endeavouring  to  impute  the  necef- 
fity  of  that  heinous  tranfaclion  to  his  Majefty's 
pertinacious  refufal  with  their  commands,  and 
by  framing  a  Houfe  of  Commons  that  was  equal 
to  the  perpetration  of  the  moft  nefarious  acts ; 
Hypocrify  ftill  advifed  them  to  fanftify  their  refo- 
lutions  with  the  Will  of  Heaven.  Hugh  Peters,  the 
moft  mendacious  of  all  falfifying  fanatics,  on  bend- 
ed knees,  in  th^  name  of  the  People  of  England, 
implores  the  God  of  Mercy  to  execute  juftice  on 
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King,  whom  he  named  the  Great  Barabbas  at 
Windfor.  And  to  this  requeft,  he  avered,  the  Lord 
had  vouchfafed  him  a  propitious  anfwer.  Animated 
with  the  fame  cruel  and  deceitful  fpirit,  Cromwell 
hisfelf,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  declares,  that 
when  he  had  begun  and  wifhed  to  continue  fpeak- 
ing  in  favour  of  the  King,  his  tongue  clove  to  his 
mouth,  his  lips  refilled  their  office,  and  his  voice 
its  utterance.  And  this  he  underftood  as  an  anfwer 
from  Heaven,  that  God  had  withdrawn  his  aflift- 
ance  from  Charles  Stuart,  and  had  rejected  him 
from  reigning.  Unheard  of  impudence,  execrable 
and  unprecedented  impiety. 

The  purpofes  of  Cromwell  being  thus  far  adT 
vanced,  thePrefbyterians,  who,  with  favage  out- 
rage had  hunted  their  lawful  Sovereign  into  the 
toils  which  Oliver  had  fpread,  were  now  convinced 
that  their  infatiate  luft  of  dominion  had  been  ex- 
erted to  erect  the  tyranny  of  one  man,  who  had 
duped  them  to  his  defigns,  and  had  refolved  to  rob 
them  of  all  the  impious  harvefl  of  their  rebellion 
and  blafphemy.  On  this  account,  and  on  this  alone, 
deteiting  Cromwell  whom  they  had  exalted,  and 
who  had  infidioufly  deferted  and  deceived  them, 
with  greater  vehemence  than  that  Sovereign  whom 
they  had  humbled  to  the  dull,  they  drew  up  a 
formal  proteit  againft  the  trial  of  the  King.  But 
Cromwell,  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  fecret 
workings  of  their  fouls,  the  virulence  and  propen- 
fity  of  the  principles  on  which  they  acted,  was  ab- 
folutely  perfuaded  that  the  difappointment  of  pof- 
feffing  power,  and  not  the  love  of  the  Conilkution  ; 
the  deteftation  of  himfelf,  and  not  their  attachment 
to  the  King ;  the  hopes  of  preferving  their  ufur- 
pation,  and  not  their  inclination  to  mercy,  were 
the  motives  which  prompted  them  to  this  proteft. 
And  therefore  he  returned  them  that  anfwer  which 
their  flagrant  hypocrify  fo  righteoufly  deferved.     I 
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am  aftonilhed,  faid  he,  that  you  who  have  fo  re- 
lentlefsly  exerted  every  poffible  endeavour  to  rob  the 
King  of  all  authority,  to  deprive  him  of  life  by 
arms  and  imprifoned  him,  mould  now  deem  fuch 
actions  lefs  criminal  than  the  bringing  him  to  trial 
before  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People. 

The  time  was  now  come  when  thofe  who  had 
abolifhed  the  Court  of  Star-Chamber,  were  to  erect 
another  totally  illegal  and  unconftitutional.  The 
conftant  and  immemorial  institutes  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, were  now  to  be  abfolutely  perverted  in  fa- 
vour of  the  moft  nefarious  men,  who  have  ever 
drawn  down  execration  on  human  nature ;  made 
thus  deteftable  by  the  Superiority  of  their  talents, 
and  their  bloody  perfeverance. 

The  Commons,  purfuing  their  fanguinary  in- 
tentions, refolve  that  it  is  Treafon  in  the  King  to 
levy  war  againft  the  Two  Houfes,  which  they  un- 
juftly  called  the  Parliament:  .And  this  vote  they 
pafled  notwithstanding  they  had  originally  com- 
menced hoftilities.  The  Lords,  on  the  other  hand, 
reject  the  ordinance  for  the  trial  of  their  Sovereign  •, 
but  their  impotence  was  well  known,  and  their  ac- 
tions contemned.  The  Commons  then  immediately 
refolve  that  the  People,  under  God,  are  the  origin 
of  all  juft  power  •,  and  that  they,  in  Parliament, 
have  the  Supreme  Authority  of  the  nation  without 
either  King  or  Houfe  of  Lords.  In  this  manner  the 
fame  atrocious  men  who  had  formerly  determined 
that  All  Government  was  lodged  in  the  Two  Houfes, 
at  this  moment  pronounce  a  refolution,  1  hat  one  of 
them,  which  exifted  long  before  they  had  being 
in  the  Conftitution,  was  not  entitled  to  any  autho- 
rity whatsoever.  Thus  the  rights  of  the  Temporal 
Peers  being  abolifhed,  as  the  fpirituai  had  long 
fmce  been,  the  King  was  brought  to  the  block  and 
murdered-,  and  the  Commons,  by  one  unremitting 
exertion  of  thofe  principles  both  in  Religion  and 
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Government  which  have  been  antecedently  related, 
erected  themfelves  into  the  ufurpation  of  all  poflible 
power  that  can  be  porTerTed  by  men ;  and  the 
People  were  univerfally  enflaved  by  thofe  who  had 
fo  long  and  fo  fallaciouily  pretended  to  eflablifh 
Liberty. 

It  has  been  frequently  faid  and  afTented  to,  that 
this  unhappy  Prince  was  at  once  too  pertinacious 
and  too  complying  j  that  he  perfevered  in  his  mif- 
taken  intentions  till  it  was  impolitic  to  recede,  and 
then  acquiefced,  when  perfeverance  only  could  have 
faved  him.  That  he  facrificedhis  moft  faithful  friends 
to  the  clamours  and  purfuits  of  his  moft  inveterate 
enemies  •,  and  treated  the  latter  with  that  ill-timed 
clemency  which  their  actions  deferved  not,  and 
their  principle",  could  not  juftify.  That  he  ought  to 
have  been  perfectly  convinced,  by  repeated  and  fa- 
tal experience,  that,  in  yielding  to  their  unreafon- 
able  demands,  he  only  leffened  the  idea  of  that  ited- 
faftnefs  which  becomes  the  dignity  of  a  Crown, 
and  inflamed  his  rebels  to  more  infoient  demands. 
And  that,  in  eonfequence  of  his  purfuing  fuch  con- 
trarious  rrieafures,  all  the  evils  which  were  accu- 
mulated on  him,  his  children  and  his  country,  were 
neceffarily  confecutive. 

it  cannot  be  denied,  that  this  impolitic  conduct 
was  greatly  inftrumental  to  the  expediting  and  ac- 
complifning  thofe  miferies  which  (o  grievoufly  op- 
prefYed  his  family  and  loyal  fubjects.  But  fuch  is 
the  eonfequence  of  reafoning  rrom  facts  to  the 
caufes  which  produced  them,  that  whoever  infers 
thefe  effects  from  incidental  circumftances,  and  ne- 
glects the  general  principles  which  then  prevailed 
and  directed  all  their  actions,  mull  be  inevitably  mis- 
taken. Had  Charles  been  endowed  with  every  vir- 
tue which  his  molt  flrenuous  advocates  have  attri- 
buted to  his  character,  the  predominant  tenets  of 
thefe  men,  either  in  religion  or  polity,  would  have 
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excited  a  rebellion  which  mufthave  ended  in  tyranny 
on  one  fide  or  the  other.  What  lefs  then  could  be 
the  ifTue  of  thele  two  fo  conjugally  united  ?  To  fuch 
an  abhorrence  of  the  Regal  State  had  thole  furious 
fanatics  inflamed  their  fouls,  that  even  in  their  pro- 
nouncing the  Lord's  Prayer,  which  was  dictated 
by  the  God  of  that  religion  which  they  pretended 
to  profefs  and  purify,  they  changed  his  ordinance, 
thy  kingdom  come,  into  their  own,  thy  republic  come. 
Such  were  the  principles,  purfuits,  and  perpetra- 
tions of  thofe  deitructive  Caracaturas  of  Humanity, 
whom  no  vigour  could  fubdue,  no  mercy  foften, 
nor  arguments  reduce  to  reafon,  and  no  religion 
bind  by  oaths  to  allegiance.  Hence  it  is  evident 
that  had  that  God  Incarnate,  whofe  kingdom  they 
pretended  to  eftablifh  on  earth,  vouchsafed  to  have 
defcended,  and  to  have  filled  the  Throne  of  thefe 
realms,  they  would  have  renounced  his  Sovereignty, 
rebelled,  and  brought  him  to  the  block,  could  their 
nefarious  actions  have  equalled  the  impioufnefs  ot 
their  inclination.  And  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that 
had  they  been  Angels  in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven, 
they  would  have  taken  arms  againft  the  Almighty, 
and  difavowed  the  monarchy  of  Perfect  Wifdom 
and  Infinite  Goodnefs.  Cromwell,  like  Satan,  would 
have  cried, 

To  reign  is  worth  ambition,  tho'  in  Hell  : 
Better  to  reign  in  Hell,  than  ferve  in  Heaven. 

And  to  me  it  feems  probable  that  Milton,  the  Se- 
cretary of  Oliver,  drew  this  character,  of  infernal 
magnanimity  in  Satan,  from  that  congenial  archi- 
type  his  impious  mafter.  Re  attentive  then  to  all 
thofe  flattering  but  fallacious  fpeeches  which  fpeak 
of  humbling  Monarchs  and  advancing  Freedom. 
Recede  to  and  examine  from  what  characters  they 
fpring.  For  know  that  fuch  principles,  like  gun- 
powder, 
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powder  will  lie  whole  ages  in  the  mine,  fleeping  and 
inert ;  and  yet  bur  ft  forth  with  molt  deftructive 
fury  from  the  fir  ft  fiery  fpark  that  lights  upon  them. 
— It  will  then  be  fatally  too  late  to  lave  Yourfelves 
and  Progeny  from  ruin. 

Such  having  been  the  encroachments  of  Tyran- 
nic Luft,  concealed  beneath  the  fan£timonious  and 
delufive  veftments  of  Liberty  of  Confcience,  of 
Freedom  and  the  Conftitution,  and  even  of  ferving 
the  Kinghimfelf  to  almoft  the  hour  of  his  murder; 
Cromwell  now  wears  thofe  variegated  robes,  flam- 
ed with  hypocrify,  with  treafon  and  with  blood, 
more  loofely  flowing  •,  and  (hews  with  lefs  circum- 
fpection  and  referve  thofe  infidious  mifchiefs  which 
had  at  all  times  lurked  within  his  bofom.  The 
Houfe  of  Peers  was  now  deemed  ufelefs  and  dan- 
gerous, and  the  office  of  King  alfo  in  this  nation, 
unnecefiary,  burthenfome,  and  dangerous,  and  there- 
fore both  to  be  abolifhed.  And  this  was  voted  by 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  who  having  re- 
belled, dethroned,  and  murdered  that  King,  were 
now  the  obedient  flaves  of  their  equal,  whom  by 
their  iniquities  they  had  raifed  to  Tyranny :  The  na- 
tural fruits  of  pretending  to  preferve  the  Charms 
of  Liberty  by  the  varnifh  of  hypocrify.  Cromwell 
was  now  made  Captain-general,  with  powers  of 
granting,  renewing,  and  altering  the  commiflions 
of  the  officers  as  he  pleafed.  Being  now  perfectly 
divefted  of  all  apprehenfion  from  the  Commons, 
he  entered  their  Houfe  with  armed  force,  com- 
manded the  Speaker  to  leave  the  chair,  and  bade  a 
common  foldier  to  take  away  that  fool's  bauble,  the 
mace.  He  told  them  they  had  already  fat  too  long 
for  the  good  which  they  had  done  ;  and  in  this 
manner  his  deceitful  lips,  for  once,  pronounced 
the  accents  of  that  truth,  which  had  been  fo  fatally 
verified  by  his  exaltation.  The  Speaker  difobeying 
the  word  of  command  from  Oliver,  who  had  been 
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long  accuftomed  to  no  fuch  obflinacy,  he  ordered 
h  aniibn  to  pull  him  from  the  chair,  turned  the 
Members  out  of  the  Houie,  and  locked  the  doors  ; 
and  having  thus  permitted  them  to  labour  and 
complete  his  pile  of  defpoufm,  he  cavalierly  dif- 
miffed  thofe  workmen  with  thefe  wages.  This  at- 
chievement  being  accomplifhed,  he  repaired  to 
Whitehall,  informed  the  council  of  State  that  the 
Parliament  was  diffolved,  and  difrniffed  them  alio. 
Such  was  the  fate  of  thofe  fanatic  and  rebellious 
mifcreants  who,  from  being  elected  to  reprefent 
your  Hghts,  ^d  preferve  your  Liberties,  became 
the  Traitors  which  betrayed  the  former,  and  the 
Tyrants  which  Pj  bver ted  the  latter.  What  eye  be- 
holds not  this  reverie  of  their  machinations  with  de- 
light!  What  bofom  beats  n  t  with  exultation  at 
their  defeat !  Even  the  hideous  acts  of  Cromwell 
are  forgotten  on  this  occauon,  and  the  applaufe  of 
Virtue  attends  him  for  one  moment. 

7  his  execrable  Houfe  of  Commons  being  dif- 
folved,  Oliver  afcends  in  arbitrary  meafures,  and 
preiumes  what  no  Sovereign  had  ever  dared  to  ex- 
ecute within  thefe  realms.  He  iflued  Letters  Patent 
to  one  hundred  and  forty  perfons,  all  whom  he 
imagined  would  prove  as  obedient  to  his  mandates 
as  the  clay  beneath  the  potter's  finger.  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  this  number  obey  his  fummons. 
To  thefe  he  declares  they  had  a  clear  call  to  take 
upon  them  the  Supreme  Authority  of  the  Com- 
mon-weaith.  And  then,  by  an  initrument  figned 
by  his  own  Hand  and  Seal,  the  Supreme  Autho- 
rity was  committed  to  their  care.  Of  all  thefe,  he 
afferted,  there  was  not  a  fingle  perlon  felected  in 
whom  he  had  not  hopes  that  he  had  faith  in  Jefus, 
and  love  to  all  Saints;  and  thefe  E  ledtof  the  -\rch- 
rebel  refolved  that  no  man  mould  be  admitted  to 
place  or  office  in  the  State,  unlefs  this  Parliament, 
as  it  was  ftiled,  was  fatisfied  of  his  real  goodnefs. 
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The  conduct  of  thefe  men  evidently  expreffes  the 
opinion  which  Cromwell  had  formed  of  their  un- 
derstandings and  his  reafons  for  felecting  them.  He 
knew  their  imbecility  was  great,  but  their  fanatic 
vehemence  and  pertinacious  purfuits  frill  greater  : 
And  therefore  he  expected  to  prevail  on  the  former ; 
and  direct  the  latter  to  the  objects  which  he  pleafed. 
But  in  this  the  deceiver  was  deceived.  Nothing  is 
fo  abfolutely  untraceable  as  a  fanatic  fool. 

Thefe,  being  thus  compounded,  declared  that 
Jefus  would  fhortly  reign  with  them  on  earth:  And 
therefore  they  propofed  the  abrogation  of  all  laws, 
the  annihilation  of  all  lawyers  and  religious  teach- 
ers, even  of  their  own  fects  equally  with  others,  as 
badges  of  Oavery.  And  this  perhaps,  had  it  been 
carried  into  execution,  had  proved  the  only  fervice 
which  was  propofed  by  them  during  their  rebellion. 
For  from  this  total  deftruction  of  both,  a  new  and 
better  Code  of  Legiflative  Inflitutes  might  have 
been  formed,  and  a  more  execrable  race  of  preach- 
ers, than  their  own,  no  powers  could  have  produced. 
Thefe  alternate  Slaves  and  Tyrants  had  no  fuch  fa- 
lutary  view.  They  propofed  the  fupprefiing  all 
feminaries  of  learning,  as  heathenifh  innovations  •, 
all  titles  of  honour  and  diftinction  amongft  men  : 
and  palled  a  vote  to  abolifh  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
And  in  this  manner  they  were  preparing  to  fpread 
the  ufurpation  of  anarchy  and  darknefs,  that  the 
occafion  of  the  coming  of  Jefus  might  be  ade- 
quate to  the  intellect  and  virtues  of  a  divine  Be- 
ing. 

Cromwell  foon  perceived  that  the  feeds  of  the 
levelling  plant,  though  they  had  for  fome  time  lain 
friert,  had  notyet  loft  their  power  of  vegetation ;  and 
that  tho'  he  had  checked  its  fhoots,  he  could  not  di- 
rect its  growing.  Tho'  the  reign  of  Jefus  had  been 
his  verbal  object,  in  order  the  morereadiiytodifguife 
feis  own  preemptions  to  empire,  that  fanatic  folly 

had 


(  45  ) 
had  never  touched  his  heart.  Pie  would  as  promptly 
have  taken  arms  againfl  the  Son  of  God,  as  agaircft 
the  Son  of  James  the  Firfr.  -,  for  the  nefarioufnefs  of 
the  act  is,  in  fuch  infernal  bofoms,  an  incentive  to 
the  accomplifhing  it. 

Though  Oliver  was  as  little  apprehenfive  of  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  to  reign,  whom  the  Jews  had  cru- 
cified ;  as  of  Charles,  whom  he  had  murdered.  Yet 
as  the  former  revolutions  had  originally  taken  rife, 
and  been  eherifhed  by  fuch  frantic  vifions  ;  and  as 
thefe  fanatic  mifcreants  were  unpromiiing  to  pro- 
mote his  purpofes,  he  procured  it  to  be  moved 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  longer  fitting 
of  that  Parliament  would  not  prove  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Common-wealth  •,  and  that  it  was  pro- 
per for  them  to  refign  their  authority  into  his  hand. 
The  Speaker  and  many  of  the  Members  obey  the 
defigns  of  Cromwell,  and  in  writing  prefcnthim 
with  the  refignation  of  their  power.  In  the  mean 
time  White,  accompanied  with  a  guard,  demanded 
of  thofe  who  remained  in  the  Houfe,  to  what  in- 
tent they  fat  there  ;  they  anfwered,  to  feek  the 
Lord.  The  Lord,  fays  White,  has  not  been  within 
thefe  walls  thefe  twelve  years  •,  and  thus  deriding 
their  hypocrify,  turned  them  out  to  fcek  him  in 
other  places. 

TheUfurper  having,  in  this  manner,  extorted  the 
compliment  of  the  Liberties  of  the  whole  nation 
from  a  moft  contemptible  numberof  their  fellow  iub- 
jec~h,  unelected  by  the  People  -,  Lambert,  and  the 
Council  of  officers  refign  their  pretenfions  a!fo  to  the 
Supreme  Authority  ;  and  declare  the  government  of 
the  Common-wealth  fhouid  refide  in  one  Perfon  ; 
and  that  he  mould  be  Oliver  Cromwell,  their  Cap- 
tain-general •,  and  he  was  thenceforth  to  be  (filed 
the  Lord  Protector  of  the  Common -wealth  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland. 
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Notwithstanding  the  SupremePower  was  given  to 
the  Protector,  as  hypocrify  and  fpecious  appearance 
were  to  gild  thole  actions  which  by  truth  and  juftice 
could  not  be  fuftained,  a  Parliament  alio  <vas  to  be 
adjoined,  to  add  that  femblance ;  notwithstanding 
which  it  was  to  be  of  no  utility  to  the  State,  as  the 
executive  power  was  to  be  lodged  in  Cromwell :  And 
all  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  which  had  been 
oppofed  in  Charles  their  King,  were  to  revive  in 
him.  The  places  which  had  long  enjoyed  the  right 
of  electing  Reprefentatives  were  changed,  the  num- 
ber diminifhed,  and  none  but  perfons  of  integrity 
were  to  be  chofen  •,  and  of  this  integrity  the  Pro- 
tector was  to  be  the  fole  judge.  The  Parliament 
was  therefore  neceffarily  to  be  compofed  of  his  de- 
pendants ;  and  all  their  characters  Submitted  to  his 
decifion.  Befides  this  there  was  to  be  instituted  a 
Handing  army  of  Ten  Thouland  Horfe  and  of 
TwentyThoufand  Foot,  together  with  a  formidable 
fleet  5  and  their  pay  was  to  arife  from  fubfidies  to 
be  levied  on  the  Subjects — an  eligible  exchange  for 
a  murdered  King,  an  abolifhed  Religion,  and  a 
fubverted   Constitution. 

The  Protectorship  was,  however,  Subjected  to 
election.  But  as  the  intervals  of  Parliament  were 
to  confift  of  three  years,  the  danger  of  changing 
hands  in  that  refpect,  by  that  circumftance  of 
length  of  time,  together  wish  the  preceding  and 
fubfequent  acts,  was  well  nigh  obviated.  During  this 
long  recefs  the  Protector  and  his  Council  were  au- 
thorifed  to  enact  new  laws ;  which  was,  in  fact,  re- 
turning to  that  (late  of  the  Constitution  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  inftituted.  The  Eftablifh- 
ed  Church  and  the  Catholic  Religion  were  alike  and 
abfolutely  abolifhed  ;  and  a  free  exercife  imparred 
to  all  the  difcordant  fects  which  Swarmed  in  thofe 
days,  and  have  unhappily  fubfilted  to  the  pre- 
lent.     And  thus   it  proved,    that   thofe  who  had 
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taken  arms  to  defend  a  Liberty  of  Confcience  in 
themfelves  by  law,  if  their  acts  can  be  deemed 
as  laws,  denied  that  right  to  others  who  by  the 
Conifitution  were  alone  entitled  to  it.  The  Parlia- 
ment being  convened,  and  their  integrity  being 
approved  by  the  Protector,  he  himfelf  perceived 
that  he  had  been  miftaken.  Either  that  moil  con- 
fummate  of  all  hypocrites  was  deceived  by  their  hy- 
pocrify ;  or,  which  feems  to  convey  a'greater  veri- 
iimilitude,  the  nation  afforded  none  of  different  fen- 
timents  amongft  his  friends  and  fanatic  puritans. 
The  materials  of  their  principles,  filled  with  the 
ferment  of  turbulence  and  oppofition  to  that  power 
which  they  had  created,  generated  thole  inflammable 
fpirits  which  produced  moft  pertinacious  debates 
concerning  the  legality  of  their  affembling,  and  of 
the  preceding  act  of  Government :  And  the  fame 
Caitiffs,  who  had  murdered  their  Sovereign,  now 
longed  to  have  a  King  to  oppofe  to  the  tyranny  of 
a  Ufurper.  Cromwell,  convinced  that  nothing 
but  force  can  fuftain  what  violence  acquires, 
took  fuch  meafures  as  prudence,  in  his  circum- 
flances,  alone  could  dictate.  Equal  to  the  obtaining 
Sovereignty,  he  was  determined  not  to  lofe  it  by 
inattention  to  his  fituation.  He  therefore  re- 
paired to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  reprehends  the 
inlblence  of  the  Members,  places  a  guard  at  the 
door,  and  fuffers  none  to  enter  but  fuch  as  would 
mil  fubfcribe  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Lord 
Projector;  and  neither propofe  nor confentto  change 
the  Government  as  it  had  been  fettled  in  him,  and  in 
a  Parliament  of  his  approbation  :  And  this  recogni- 
tion was  fubfcribed  by  Three  Hundred  of  the  Num- 
bers. Such  and  io  different  was  the  treatment  which 
this  Ufurper  exerted  and  received,  who  precluded 
every  Member  that  was  not  his  creature,  from  that 
which  Charles,  a  legal  Sovereign,  had  exercifed  and 
found  from  the  fame  Houfe,  for  the  attempting  to 
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icfze  a  few  firebrands  of  rebellion.  But  Charles 
conceived  himfelf  to  be  circumicribed  by  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  realm,  and  therefore  corrected  the 
tallies  of  excefs.  Cromwell,  like  a  tyger,  over- 
leaping the  bounds  of  all  LegiQ  tive  inititutions, 
defpiied  the  reftraint  of  fuch  feebie  limits,  and  de- 
voured both  the  Shepherd  and  his  Flock. 

This  Parliament,  garbled  according  to  the  will  of 
Oliver,  like  an  old  Beauty  who  ftill  remembers 
her  days  of  admiration,  and  unwillingly  refigns  her 
influence  to  thofe  who  are  in  fuli  bloom,  ftill  per- 
fifted  to  participate  in  the  charms  of  power  -,  and 
behaved  with  lefs  fupplenefs  than  their  Defpot  ex- 
pected. They  had  the  audacioufnefs  to  refufe  him 
the  right  of  levying  taxes  without  their  confent ;  a 
demand  which  he  expected  •,  though  that  circum- 
ftance,  exerted  by  the  King,  had  chiefly  contri- 
buted to  all  the  calamities  which  were  confequent 
of  the  firft  breach  between  his  Majefty  and  his 
Parliament  :  It  had  lain  the  primary  foundation 
of  that  conduct,  which  they  called  Patriotifm,  pro- 
ceeding through  rebellion  to  the  extinction  of  the 
Royal  Power,,  and  the  eftablifhing  a  Tyranny  ten 
times  more  intolerable  than  that  even  which,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  portraits  of  it,  had  been  ex- 
ercifed  by  the  late  King. 

Notwithstanding  the  opprefiive  meafures  which 
had  been  fo  liberally  dealt  to  the  Royalifts,  as  pro- 
perty will  ever  be  inclufive  of  power,  Cromwell  was 
not  eafy  but  by  the  dirt  inution  of  that  influence  in 
men  whom  he  knew  to  be  his  implacable  enemies 
according  to  thofe  original  and  inftinctive  fenfa- 
tions  which  God  has  given  to  man.  Difregarding, 
on  this  account,  all  preceding  compofuions  for  their 
eflares,  he  again  fequefters  a  tenth  of  them.  And 
that  nothing  which  was  capable  of  being  fupprefied, 
might  remain  to  inflame  the  People's  minds  againfl 
his    abominable    hypocrify    and   defpotifm,     both 
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which  were  now  too  flagrant  to  admit  of  palliatives, 
he  iflues  an  order  of  Council,  that  neither  books, 
pamphlets,  nor  news  papers,  mould  be  publifhed 
without  permiflion  from  the  Secretaries  of  State. 
And  in  this  manner  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  which 
he  and  his  fanatics  had  applied  with  fjch  inflam- 
matory fuccefs,  furvived  but  for  a  fmall  duration 
thofe  other  Liberties  which  had  been  previoufly  ex- 
tinguifhed. 

Wearied  with  the  preceding  difappointments  in 
packinga  Houfe  of  Common1  implicitly  obedient  to 
his  commands,  he  reiblved  on  giving  a  new  form  of 
government  to  the  realm,  which  by  its  authority  was 
to  influeace  in  the  election  of  thofe  Members  whom 
he  now  determined  to  convene.  He  knew  man- 
kind and  their  imbecility  too  well,  not  to  be  con- 
vinced how  much  the  exiftence  of  a  name  and  form 
contribute  to  the  eafe  of  Governing ;  though  the 
utility  which  mould  refult  from  the  things  ihem- 
felves  be  totally  difregarded.  The  Parliament  was 
therefore  to  be  continued,  reflecting  its  Members, 
to  afford  that  impofing  advantage  of  name  and 
form  i  but  the  foul,  which  ought  to  animate  their 
actions,  was  abfolutely  interdicted  from  appearing. 
To  the  perfecting  this  intent,  Cromwell  divided 
the  kingdom  into  eleven  diftricts,  and  appointed 
to  each  an  amphibious  officer  denominated  a  Major 
General  Civil.  Thefe  men  commanded  the  forces 
with  abfolute  power,  andpoffefTed  great  afcendancy 
in  civil  caufes. 

This  combination  of  influence  being  extended 
through  the  whole  kingdom,  he  iffues  writs  for  the 
calling  a  new  Parliament,  the  confequence  of  which 
was  this-,  thatfuch  Members  only  were  returned  as 
thofe  Majors  General  Civil  thought  fit  for  the  ex- 
ecuting the  purpofes  of  Oliver:  Or  at  lead,  if  iuch 
were  by  accident  and  overfight  not  elected,  the 
power  of  this  new  eftablifhment  in  the  State  was 
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fufficiently  effective  to  reftrain  them  from  difputing 
the  Tyrant's  mandates. 

The  Commons  being  convened,  proved  at  firft 
fubfervient  as  the  arbitrary  foul  of  Cromwell  could 
defire.  They  alter  the  act  which  had  made  the 
Protectorlhip  elective,  and  empower  him  to  ap- 
point his  fucceffor.  They  grant  him  one  million 
three  hundred  thoufand  Founds  t6Jt,*fupport  his 
Government.  Notwithstanding  thefe  indulgences, 
Cromwell  was  determined  to  evade  the  expofing  his 
negative,  naked,  to  thofe  votes  which  they  might  not 
improbably  pafs ;  and  by  that  fubterfuge  to  efcape 
the  imputation  of  that  defpotic  interpolation  which  he 
had  hitherto  exerted.  He  refolved  therefore  to  erect 
an  Upper  Houfe,  by  the  interfering  of  whole  Mem- 
bers thofe  bills  might  be  rejected  which  he  did  not 
like,  without  proceeding  to  be  rendered  ineffectual 
by  his  mandate  alone.  On  this  account  he  thought 
a  creation  of  Lords  was  as  expedient  to  be  made 
at  this  time,  as  he  had  deemed  them  to  be  demo- 
lifhed  in  the  preceding. 

In  this  manner  his  character  united  the  two  moft 
contrarious  qualities.  His  foul  was  fufceptible  of 
every  fhape  as  melted  wax,  when  the  temper  of 
the  times  had  formed  new  and  proper  moulds  for 
its  reception  ;  and  as  obdurate  as  adamant  in  retain- 
ing that  which  he  imagined  to  be  advantageous  to 
his  caufe,  though  not  fo  eafily  to  befeen  through. 
Determined  on  this  promifing  expedient,  he  erected 
a  new  creation  of  that  Eftate  in  the  ancient  Consti- 
tution. t\  nd  of  this  body,  though  fome  were  named 
to  it,  not  one  of  the  ancient  nobility  nor  of  their 
families,  Lord  Eure  excepted,  would  deign  to  be 
prefent.  Hewfon  and  Pride,  a  cobler  and  a  dray- 
man, were  created  Peers  of  this  Right  Honourable 
Houfe  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  meannefs  of  their 
birth  and  firft  employments,  their  military  merits 
more  juftly  entitled  them  to  that  pre-eminence,  than 
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many  who  fince  that  time,  no  better  born,  nor 
more  genteelly  educated,  have  received  the  diftin- 
guifhed  honour  of  nobility.    x 

Such  were  the  Peers  of  that  Houfe,  whom  Crom- 
well, in  his  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  dignified  with 
the  appellation  of  my  Lords.     Supple  as  this  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  hitherto  proved,  this  inftitution 
irritated  their  fanatic  fouls  to   fuch    excels,  that 
perceiving  the  true  caufe  of  it  was  to  baffle  their 
intention^  contemning  both  the  Protector's  power, 
and  their  own  danger,  they  difpute  his  rights  both 
of  conftituting  and  convening  that  aflembly.  Crom- 
well, who  had  been  perfectly  taught,  the  impolicy 
of  yielding  to  men  fo  principled,  by  the  ill-fated 
example  of  the  late  King,  pronounced,  That  Lords 
they  were,   and  Lords  they  mould  remain  ;  and 
then    diffolved   that  Parliament.     And    now   the 
whole  power  of  the  realm  devolved  fingly  on  him. 
In  this  ftate,  abfolute  and  alone,  he  expired  as  he 
had  lived,  filled  with  Tyranny,  Deceit  and  Falfe- 
hood,  his  laft  words  being  a  lie  forged  on  God  him- 
ielf;  who,  as  he  declared,  had  allured  him  of  his 
recovery.     Thus,  perifti  all  who  feek  their  coun- 
try's ruin ! 

Richard,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Oliver,  fucceeded  to 
the  Seat  of  Empire.  Had  his  talents  and  difpofition 
for  command  proved  equal  to  thofe  of  his  father, 
your  Enflavement  had  been  for  ever  riveted.    But 
Heaven,  which  has  fo  fignally  and  fo  often  inter- 
pofed  in  your  behalf,  was  not  on  this  occafion  un- 
mindful of  your  miferies.  Richard,  totally  diffimilar 
to  his  Sire,  was  of  a  mild  and  unambitious  temper  -, 
reluctant  to  the  ftings  of  dominion,  to  reign  was 
fiavery  to  him.     Yet  fuch  are   the  fafcination  and 
the  charms  of  power  in   the  general  reception  of 
mankind,  that   thofe,  who   wilh   to  lofe,  are   yet 
alhamed  voluntarily  to  relinquish  it.   Had  he,  with 
becoming  dignity  and   uncompelled,  refigned  his 
Seat  of  Empire-,  that  aft  alone,  together  with  re- 
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ftoring  to  the  Royal  Line  thofe  realms  which  had 
been  ravilhed  from  them  by  rebellion  and  by  mur- 
der, would  have  rendered  him  the  molt  amiable 
and  meritorious  of  all  characters.  But  unable  ei- 
ther to  rule  or  to  refign,  he  fummoned  a  Parlia- 
ment, confiding  of  a  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, confentaneous  to  the  conftitutional  mode. 
The  Commons,  pertinacious  of  preferving  the  laft 
fhred  of  power,  refolve  that  Both  Houfes  mail  en- 
joy an  equal  authority..  But  this  Parliament  was 
fpeedily  difiblved,  through  Richard's  irrefolution 
and  want  of  difcernment. 

Once  more  the  Army  reaffumes  the  afcendant  •, 
and  Fleetwood,  together  with  the  general  officers, 
invite,  by  declaration,  the  Members  of  the  Long 
Parliament  to  return  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
and  to  power.  Thus  the  fnort-lived  dominion 
of  Richard,  like  a  diurnal  flower,  blofTomed  but 
to  fade  away.  He  yielded  up  that  Sovereignty 
without  attempting  to  retain  it,  which  his  native 
temper  taught  him  to  diflike  ;  and  by  this  inert 
and  lifelefs  conduct  the  imputation  of  timidity  was 
fixed  upon  him,  which  is  eternally  accompanied 
with  contempt  and  demerit. 

Relieved  from  the  cares. of  government,  he  gladly 
withdrew  from  the  pomp  and  fplendour  of  domi- 
nion, to  the  fweets  and  privacy  of  retirement ;.  with- 
out magnificence  indeed,  but  with  more  exalted 
happinefs  than  his  ambitious,  cruel,  and  defpotic 
Sire  had  ever  tafted.  And  if  long  life  be  deemed  a 
blefilng  from  above,  Heaven  afforded  him  that 
diflinctive  happinefs. 

At  the  fummons  of  this  Parliament,  joy  fpread 
its  influence  through  the  hearts  of  the  iurviving 
Members  who  had  exerted,  every  nerve  to  deftroy 
their  Prince  and  fubvert  the  Conftitution.  Lenthal 
their  Speaker,  with  one  and  forty  of  the  other 
Members,,  returned  to  the  Houfe  •>  at  which  time 
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feveral  of  thofe  who  had  been  excluded  in  fixteen 
hundred  forty-eight,  were  prohibited  from  enter- 
ing •,  and  in  this  manner  was  reftored  that  Houfe 
which  from  iis  being  the  refufe,  both  of  the  Long 
Parliament  and  of  human  kind,  was  ludicroufly 
named  the  Rump.  Filled  with  ideas  of  their  antienc 
greatnefs,  tho'  enfeebled  beyond  the  power  of  exert- 
ing it,  had  it  remained  amongft  them,  they  publifh- 
•ed  a  declaration  that  they  intended  to  rule  without 
a  Lord  Protector  or  a  Houfe  of  Peers.  And  then 
-ufurping  the  exalted  ftate  and  title  of  Keepers  of 
the  Liberties  of  England,  they  iffue  writs  and  pa- 
tents under  that  denomination.  And  thus  thefe 
reptiles,  ftill  preierving  their  inclination  to  devour, 
afTume  a  new  denomination. 

The  arrogance  ©f  this  defpicable  remnant  of 
Supreme  Power  was  not  long  in  creating  the  refent- 
•ment  of  the  army.  Lambert  feized  on  that  difpo- 
•fition  in  the  Soldiery,  and  perfuaded  them  to  draw 
up  an  addrefs  requiring  to  have  a  General  appoint- 
ed them ;  to  participate  in  the  Government  •,  and 
then  to  prefent  it  to  thole  farcical  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  Sovereignty.  Reduced  to  this  contemp- 
tible fituatiom,  the  fame  imperious  and  fanatic 
fpirit  ftiJl  actuated  their  hearts,  which  reigned 
when  Oliver  and  their  other  Generals  fpread  uni- 
verfal  terror,  delblation  and  bloodfhed  through 
•the  kingdom.  Ignorant  or  regardlefs  of  their 
.ineffective  ftate,  they  prefume  to  expel  Lam- 
bert and  Defborough,  together  with  other  offi- 
cers, from  their  Houfe.  And  fuch,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  was  the  event  which  is  conftantly  confecutive 
of  impuifiant  prefumption.  The  Soldiers  refent 
their  treatment,  and  tumultuoufly  take  arms, 
Lambert  at  their  head  oppofes  the  Speaker's  going 
to  the  Houfe,  forces  him  to  return,  affumes  the 
Sovereign  Command,  and  depofes  the  Rump. 
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This  depofition  being  quietly  effected,  the  Go- 
vernment once  more  takes  a  military  form.     The 
officers  of  the  army  conftitute  a  Council  of  fafety, 
confiiting  of  five  and  twenty  Members,  who  ufurp 
the  Sovereign  Authority,  and  iffue  commiffions  for 
levying  troops.     But  this  abortive  power  was  but 
of  (hort-lived  duration,  it  expires,  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Rump  Parliament  once  again  refume 
the    reins  of  Government.     During   thefe   times 
Monke,  who  had  originally  been  engaged  in  the 
fervice  of  his  King,  and  taken  prifoner  in  defend- 
ing his  caufe,  had  lifted  in  the  armies  of  Oliver, 
and  been  general  of  his  forces  in  Scotland.  Though 
thus  employed,  his  heart  was  (till  unremitting  in 
duty  to  his  exiled   Sovereign.     And  in  engaging 
the  inclinations  of  the  Soldiers,  he  waited  for  that 
aufpicious  moment  in  which  he  longed  to  mani- 
feft  his   native  Loyalty.     The    time    being   now 
arrived,    he  marches  his  troops  to  London,  and 
depofes  the  Rump  •,  which  is  emblematically  burnt 
with   every   demonftration   of   contempt  and    of 
extravagant  joy ;  and  the   banifhed  King   is   re- 
ftored. 

In  this  manner  thofe  perfidious  men,  who,  for 
the  pretended  caufes  of  Religion,  Liberty,  and  of 
the  King  himfelf  whom  they  murdered,  had  moil 
hypocritically  pretended  to  take  arms,  were  an- 
nihilated by  the  fame  military  influence  which  efta- 
blifhed  them.  Goaded  by  Fanaticifm  and  the  Luft 
of  Reigning,  reftrained  by  no  obligation  which  is 
held  facred  among  men,  they  had  cordially  united 
in  one  infamous  rebellion  to  dethrone  and  toextirpate 
their  Prince.  This  horrid  deed  being  accompliflied, 
the  fame  principles  which  incited  them  to  become 
rebels  to  their  King,  difpofed  them  to  be  traitors 
to  each  other.  And  the  cement  of  their  common 
union  being  diflblved  by  the  bloodlhed  of  Charles 
their  Sovereign ;  and  being  now  attracted  by  different 
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interefts  they  feparate  into  diftinct  factions,  each 
as  franticly  contending  toinflave  the  reft,  as  all  had 
ftriven  to  enthral  the  friends  of  Liberty  and  of 
the  Eftablifhed  Religion.  The  monftrous  meta- 
morphofes  and  tyrannous  revolutions  which  the 
Government  underwent  during  thofe  unexampled 
and  deftructive  times  of  which  I  have  been  relat- 
ing, are  arguments  too  convincing  to  be  refuted, 
that  the  People's  welfare  never  touched  their  hearts. 
That  in  all  thefe  changes  your  anceftors  were  go- 
verned by  the  moft  nefarious  of  all  mankind,  and 
enflaved  to  the  moft  humiliating  of  all  conditions, 
the  raifmg  low-born  villains  to  fupreme  dominion. 

In  this  manner  I  have  recounted  to  You  a  few  of 
thofe  miferies  which  were  brought  upon  your  pre- 
decefTors  by  the  conduct  of  thofe  Reprefentatives, 
who  had  been  elected  to  preferve  them  from  fuch 
fufferings.  Nor  have  I  done  this  with  any  view  of 
inciting  your  refentment  againft  that  Eftate  of  the 
Conftitution.- — I  know  their  worth  and  utility  when 
their  influence  is  rightly  exerted,  but  to  fhew  you 
that  the  undue  fubferviency  or  dilproportioned  ele^ 
vation  of  fuch  men,  have  been  ruinous  to  your 
Rights,  Liberties,  Religion  and  the  Conftitution  ; 
That  as  long  as  every  part  preferves  its  genuine  effi- 
cacy, you  are  fecure  from  mifchief ;  and  that  fuch 
pernicious  effects  refult  alike  from  every  eflate, 
when  either  of  them  is  too  much  ftrengthened  or 
enfeebled.  Inftructed  by  thefe  examples,  be  vigi- 
lant over  thofe  whom  you  elect  to  guard  your  Pri- 
viliges,  and  be  fteadily  the  moft  faithful  fubjects  to 
the  moft  virtuous  of  Princes. 

With  intent  to  promote  fuch  behaviour,  permit 
me  to  engage  one  moment  of  your  attention  whiift 
I  draw  the  contrail  which  fubfifts  between  the  pre- 
tenfions  and  performances  of  thefe  men.  They  op- 
pofed  the  practice  of  dilpenfing  with  the  laws,  and 
levying  taxes  by  proclamation  without  conient  of 
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Parliament,  and  then  raifcd  them  by  their  ordinan- 
ces without  the  King's  afTent ;  which  were  equally 
as  arbitrary  and  illegal.  They  abolifhed  fhip-money 
and  inftituted  excifes.  They  enacted  Laws  for  trien- 
nial Parliaments,  and  then  voted  them  eternal, 
they  denied  the  power  of  railing  the  Militia  to  the 
King,  which  had  been  at  all  times  inherent  in  the 
Crown ;  afTumed  it  themfelves,  to  whom  it  never 
had  belonged,  and  kept  a  Standing  Army  to  exe- 
cute their  tyrannous  intentions.  They  extirpated 
the  Courts  of  Star-Chamber  and  High  Commiffion, 
which  had  been  eftablifhed  by  the  Legiflative 
Power-,  and  inftituted  that  Sanguinary  Tribunal 
which  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  their  So- 
vereign— unexampled  in  any  age  or  nation  !  They 
fupprefifed  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  whofe  rights  were 
more  antient  than  their  own;  and  erected  themfelves 
alone  into  Sovereignty,  They  took  arms  to  ob- 
tain a  toleration  of  ferving  God  according  to  their 
confciences ;  and  precluded  all  others  from  enjoy- 
ing the  fame  freedom.  They  alTerted  that  the  God 
of  Mercy  infpired  their  minds;  and  then  committed 
the  moil  inhuman  acts,  and  uttered  the  moft  blaf- 
phemous  expreflions.  They  execrated  the  papal 
pretenfions  to  infallibility  and  the  abfolution  of  fin  ; 
and  then  aiTumed,  and  exercifed,thofe  pretenfions  to 
themfelves.  They  abolifhed  Epifcopacy,  Piety,  and 
Religion  itfelf,  and  eftablifhed  Prefbytery,  Hypo- 
crify  and  Fanaticifm  in  their  places.  They  pub- 
lifhed  the  moll;  infamous  and  moft  mendacious 
writings  to  ruin  Charles;  and  fupprefled  the  Liberty 
of  the  Prefs  when  they  became  paramount.  Thefe 
horrible  tranfactions  were  accomplifhed  with  the 
perpetrating  innumerable  calamities.  Fathers  flew 
their  fons,  and  fons  their  fathers  on  the  fame  field 
of  battle;  and  all  the  ties  of  confanguinity,  affection, 
friendfhip,  and  even  of  human  nature  were  dilTolv- 
£.A     The  ftreets  ran  with  human  blood,  your  lands 
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were  fattened  with  the  bodies  of  thoufands  and  ten 
thousands  of  your  fellow  fubjects,  whilft  Tyranny, 
Irreligion,  and  Jnjuftice,  Hypocrify,  Fanaticifm  and 
Cruelty  laughed  in  loud  and  triumphed  at  the  havock 
they  had  made  ;  and  all  thefe  iniquities  were  ftill  af- 
ierted  to  be  carried  into  execution  for  the  fake  of  re- 
ligious and  civil  Liberty.  In  the  perpetrating  thefe 
enormities,  they  paffed  thro'  the  following  transfor- 
mations. They  were  a  Long  Parliament  without 
a  King,  a  Houfe  of  Commons  without  that  of  the 
Lords,  and  a  Lord  Protector  without  either  of  them. 
They  were  Majors  General  and  Civil,  Keepers  of 
the  Liberties  of  England,  Councils  of  Safety,  and 
Rumps.  In  fact  they  were  every  thing  but  that 
which  they  pretended,  the  elect  of  God  and  the 
friends  of  human  kind. 

Hence  You  may  be  convinced  that  unconftitu- 
tional  power  was  no  lefs  to  be  dreaded  in  that  many- 
headed  monfter,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  which 
then  exifted,  and  which  difregarded  all  attention  to 
the  Prerogative  Royal,  than  in  a  Sovereign  who 
contemns  the  authority  of  the  other  eftates,  and  ty- 
rannifes  over  his  fubjects.  Let  me  again  repeat, 
that  True  Freedom  can  alone  exift  from  a  recipro- 
cal acknowledgment  and  confervancy  of  the  proper 
powers  in  each  eftate. 

And  now  let  thofe  advocates  of  this  multifarious 
Rebellion  explain  in  what  manner  Liberty  was  ei- 
ther the  purfuit  or  acquifition  of  thofe  men :  And  at 
what  moment  it  exifted.  Let  them  contradict  thofe 
facts  which  are  acknowledged  to  be  true  by  all  man- 
kind. In  what  fenfe  can  thofe  who  fpeak  or  write  in 
defence  of  fuch  actions  be  deemed  the  Friends  of 
Freedom,  either  natural,  civil  or  religious  ?  There 
are  indeed  a  few  vifionaries  who  believe  that  Iretcn, 
had  he  lived,  would  have  eftablirhed  a  Free  Form 
of  Government,  when  none  can  exift  which  is  more 
eligible  than  that  which  he  aflifted  in  deftroying ; 
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but  on  what  principles  do  they  found  their  divina- 
tion, that  he,  in  contradiftinction  to  tenets  which 
neither  have  nor  ever  can  afford  fuch  reafonable  per- 
fuafion,  would  have  perfected  that  eftablifhment 
which  at  no  time  entered  the  imaginations  of  thofe 
who  were  actuated  by  motives  entirely  fimilar  to 
his  own.  I  know  of  no  prophetefs  who  merits  fuch 
implicit  faith  to  her  penetrations.  Such  attempts 
are  at  beftcollufive,  if  not  pernicious;  and  tend  only 
to  allure  You  to  the  approbation  of  what  has  been 
done,  by  alTertions  of  what  he  intended,  and  to  be- 
lieve that  fuch  rebellious  undertakings  are  capable 
of  being  converted  to  your  advantage. 

Let  fuch  advocates  even  prove  that  Charles  de- 
fended the  fufferings  he  bore  ;  that  his  enemies,  af- 
ter having  commenced  hoftilities,  had  no   fafety 
but  in  perfevering ;  that  they  were  univerfally  per- 
fons  of  confummate  virtue-,  and  even  faints  if  they 
pleafe  ;  in  what  manner  did  thefe  excellent  Beings, 
in  afcendancy,  alleviate  the  diftrefles  of  your  ancef- 
tors,  or  prevent  their  being  enflaved  ?    Wherefore, 
fince  Holinefs  and  Virtue  have  perpetrated  thefe 
execrable  acts,  what  more  diabolical  and  oppreflive 
could  have  been  accomplifhed  by  the  moft  flagiti- 
ous of  human  kind.     In  fuch  cafes  there  is  then  no 
alternative.  Whether  it  be  the  King  or  your  Repre- 
fentatives  •,  whether  he  or  they  be  virtuous  or  vicious ; 
when  once  hoftilities  are  commenced  between  the 
Sovereign  and  his  fubjects,  whatever  may  be  their 
fpecious  pretexts,  and  whatever  fide  prevails,  your 
Liberties  will  be  alike  effaced  ;  and  You  and  all 
fucceeding  generations  in  danger  of  being  everlaft- 
ingly  enflaved.     Be  not  deluded  therefore  by  the 
feductive  words   of  ambitious  demagogues,    who 
feigning  to  promote  your  happinefs,  are  refolutely 
fixed  to  perpetrate  your  ruin.     Be  Engliflimen  in 
Church  and   State  •,  be  true  and  loyal  •,  not  to  the 
King  alone,   but  to  the  Conilitution  j  for  this  only 
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is  true  loyalty  and  faithful  allegiance,  and  inch  alone 
your  prefent  Sovereign  requires  and  approves. 

Of  the  veracity  of  thofe  facts,  your  anceftors 
were  fo  perfectly  convinced,  that  exhaufted  with 
the  fenfation  of  their  fufferings,  even  thofe  who 
had  vehemently  confpired  to  promote  them,  they 
grew  weary  of  thofe  fituations  to  which  they  were 
reduced,  and  precipitately  rufhed  from  one  ex- 
treme to  its  oppofite,  in  order  to  extricate  them- 
felves  from  that  labyrinth  of  misfortunes  in  which 
they  were  inclofed.  And  fo  excefnve  were  the  ex- 
ultations of  returning  Peace  and  Royalty,  that  a 
multiplicity  of  ufeful  inftitutes  were  neglected,  in 
this  general  joy,  which  ought  to  have  been  remem- 
bered at  the  reftoration  of  the  Royal  Line.  By 
thefe  inadvertencies,  Charles  the  Second  and  the 
Conftitution  returned  exactly  as  the  latter  fubfiiled 
at  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  againft  his  fa- 
ther. And  thus,  after  having  paffed  through  feas  of 
blood,  and  a  multiplicity  of  heterogeneous  revo- 
lutions, of  which  the  lull  of  defpctifm  was  both  the 
fupreme  creator  and  the  iffue,  the  harraifed  nation 
arrived  to  that  point  from  which  it  had  originally 
advanced. 

During  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  no  open  . 
rupture  intervened  which  was  productive  of  very 
violent  effects.  The  remembrance  of  calamities  too 
recent  and  too  afflictive  to  be  fo  fuddenly  effaced, 
witheld  the  People  from  liflening  with  much  atten- 
tion to  the  harlot  tongue  of  pretended  patriotiim. 
Notwithstanding  this  abftinence  from  taking  arms, 
the  fame  principles  which  had  deiiroyed  the  father, 
exerted  their  baneful  influence  to  undo  the  fon ;  but 
their  machinations  and  plotting  proved  abortive. 
And  in  this  manner  the  mod  unworthy  of  the  Stuart 
race  reigned  in  power  and  died  in  tranquility. 

James  the  Second  had  no  fooner  afcended  the 
throne  of  his  brother,  than  he  feemed  intoxicated 
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by  the  fpirit  of  bigotry  mixed  with  the  foporific 
waters  of  oblivion.  He  not  only  appeared  in- 
fenfible  to  his  father's  murder,  and  the  woes  of 
his  fubjects  during  that  reign,  but  determined  to 
involve  himfelf  and  his  family  in  a  fimilar  catal- 
trophe.  The  papal  religion  had  engroffed  his 
whole  foul.  He  confidered  that,  as  the  caufe  of 
God,  which  proved  the  deftruclion  of  himfelf  j 
and  the  eflablifhing  which,  could  it  have  im- 
parted thole  benefits  which  he  imagined  it  to  con- 
tain, would  neccfiasily  have  fhed  fuch  torrents  of 
innocent  blood,  that  if  it  may  be  permitted  to  pro- 
nounce the  will  from  the  precepts  of  the  God  of 
Mercy,  fuch  a  change  would  have  been  difpleafing 
to  the  Saviour  whom  he  adored.  1  his  blindnefs 
to  his  true  fituation,  it  muft  be  allowed,  was  not 
only  witheld  from  being  cured,  but  even  aug- 
mented by  every  application  which  the  infidiouf- 
nefs  of  his  pretended  friends  could  moil  efficaci- 
ously invent.  Goaded  by  the  (lings  of  bigotry, 
and  cherifhed  by  the  delicious  food  of  flattery  and 
implicit  obedience,  both  to  his  religion  and  his 
meafures  of  government,  he  was  delufively  led  to 
difregard  the  dictates  of  the  conflitution,  and  wan- 
dered into  errors  from  whence  there  was  no  falutary 
retreat. 

He  delirioufly  gave  commifiions  in  the  army  to 
men  who  by  the  laws  were  not  entitled  to  enjoy 
them.  And  publifhed  a  Proclamation  by  which  a 
Liberty  of  Confcience  was  allowed  to  all  the  va- 
riety of  incongruous  modes  of  faith  which  this 
kingdom,  like  monfters  in  the  mud  of  Nile,  fo 
profufely  generates.  The  Penal  Laws  and  Tells, 
the  oaths  of  Supremacy  and  Allegiance,  on  being 
admitted  into  office  civil  and  military,  were  dif- 
penfed  with  and  fufpended.  A  els  of  Regal  Preroga- 
tive defervedly  to  be  oppofed  and  annihilated. 
Thefe  deeds  of  indifcretion,  if  not  infanity,  the  Ca- 
tholics 
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tholics  beheld  with  true  difcernment.  They  faw 
to  what  event  they  tended,  and  endeavoured  to 
obviate  their  influence,  by  difiuading  the  King  to 
abftain  from  fuch  ineffectual  and  deftructive  pur- 
suits. But  thofe  favourites  who  had  embraced  his 
reJigion,  the  more  effectually  to  undo  him,  had  de- 
fignedly  placed  Father  Petre  to  be  his  Confeffor. 
This  man,  compofed  of  the  molt  inflammatory 
particles  of  papal  zeal,  defeated  every  admoni- 
tion from  the  other  Roman  Catholics,  and  ferved 
the  caufe  of  thofe  who  laboured  to  dethrone  their 
Sovereign  with  moft  effectual  diligence  and  pertina- 
cioufnefs.  For  no  man  can  fo  perfedly  promote  the 
ruin  of  his  Prince,  as  he  who,  duped  to  believe  he 
is  doing  his  mailer  fervice,  unconfeioufly  effectuates, 
under  the  idea  of  benefits,  that  mifchief  which  his 
latent  enemies  have  infiduoufly  prepared  for  him. 

Delighted  with  the  means  of  engrofling  power 
and  cf  accumulating  riches,  which  they  imagined 
had  been  accorded  in  the  Royal  Proclamation  of 
Liberty  of  Confcience,  the  Diffenters  of  all  denomi- 
nations fhowered  their  addreffes  of  gratitude  and 
praife  on  the  head  of  him  whom  they  had  laboured 
ro  exclude  from  the  throne  in  the  preceding  reign. 
And  which  they  would  at  that  time  as  joyfully  havo 
devoted  to  the  axe,  as  his  father's.  Such  was  the  con- 
duct of  thofe  fanatic  Sectaries  who,  faithful  to  the  calls 
of  power,  whatever  lhape  it  may  aflume,  had  -ftig- 
matized  the  Father,  and  beheaded  Laud,  on  the  im- 
putation of  being  Papifts.  Thefe  men  who  had  ba- 
nifhed  the  vcftments,  rites,  ceremonies,  fervices, 
and  even  the  Religion  of  the  realm  itfelf,  as  rem- 
nants of  Popery  and  rags  of  the  Scarlet  Whore, 
now  flyled,  undoubted  Papifts,  with  the  complacent 
terms  of  brethren  and  fellow  lufferers  for  confcience 
fake  ;  and  moft  humbly  addreffed  the  infatuated  . 
King  with  thankfulneis  for  having  thus  gracioufly 
condefcended  to  permit  them  the  ferving  God  in 
their  own  way. 

I  2  Contrarious 
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Contrarious  to  thefe  characteristics  as  their  con- 
duct may  appear  at  that  period,  the  port  on  which 
they  wanted  to  arrive  was  uniformly  the  fame,  and 
power  the  object  of  their  voyage.  Determined  on 
the  completion  of  that  deSire,  they  launched  on  the 
fea  of  Faction,  embracing  every  means  which  might 
bring  them  to  their  end.  When  the  gale  was  fa- 
vourable, they  fpread  their  full  fails  to  catch  that 
impulfe  which  might  urge  them  forward  ;  when  it 
blew  a  fide  wind,  they  Hooped  a  little  to  that  di- 
rection, yet  {till  preffed  on  -,  when  it  launched  con- 
trary, they  traverfed  from  fide  to  fide,  and  gained 
advancement  by  inches  ;  in  Storms  that  menaced  too 
dangeroufly  to  be  oppofed,  they  yielded  to  the  im- 
petuofity  which  they  could  not  refift,  and  diligently 
prepared  for  that  feafon  which  might  prove  aufpi- 
cious  to  their  purfuits :  and  in  no  moment  did  they 
remit  the  refolution  or  the  means  of  feizing  power, 
in  every  fhape,  when  opportunity  presented  it. 

The  Laws  being,  in  the  preceding  manner,  un- 
constitutionally fulpended  in  favour  of  thofe  whom 
James  and  Nature  ought  to  have  deteSted;  the  Friends 
of  the  EStablifhed  Church,  who  from  its  rirft  fc.xif- 
tence  have  been  the  moft  vigilant  and  faithful  Ad- 
vocates of  Liberty  and  the  Constitution,  were  juftly 
alarmed  at  the  blackening  profpect.  They  were  per- 
fuaded  that  the  King's  attachment  to  Popery  mutt 
be  great  indeed,  when  with  the  view  of  introducing 
that  religion  he  had  illegally  granted  toleration  to 
thofe  fectaries  alfo  who  had  perpetrated  the  murder 
of  his  Father.  Seven  of  the  Prelacy,  awakened  by 
the  murmurs  which  predicted  a  coming  ftorm,  re- 
folved  to  obviate  the  impending  danger  by  mea- 
fures  becoming  men  who  preach  and  practice  the 
precepts  of  peace  and  happinefs.  Actuated  by  the 
reminifcence  of  thofe  mifchiefs  which  the  Fanatics 
had  engendered,  the  devastations  they  had  made, 
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the  blood  they  had  fpilt,  and  by  the  perfuafion, 
that  fimilar  meafures  would  eternally  be  entered 
upon  by  all  who  are  animated  by  fuch  principles,  all 
which  they  confidered  as  equally  formidable  with 
Popery  itfelf ;  thefe  Prelates,  like  the  genuine  cham- 
pions of  Truth,  Liberty,  and  the  Religion  which 
they  profeffed,  magnanimoufly  devoted  themfelves 
to  the  fervice  of  that  country  which  they  loved,  and 
Hepped  forth  in  its  defence. 

Among  thefe  confpicuous  appeared  Sandcroft, 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  He,  like  another  Lang- 
ton,  his  immortal  predecelTor,  to  whofe  wifdom, 
refolution  and  prudence  your  anceftors  were  chiefly 
indebted  for  the  Great  Charter  of  their  Liberties, 
oppofed  the  King's  defires,  unfolded  his  defigns, 
and  rouzed  the  fpirit  of  the  People  in  defence  of 
their  Rights  and  Freedom,  to  that  degree  which 
never  can  be  effected  by  motives  purely  fecular. 
They  faw  their  danger,  and  their  hearts  were  alie- 
nated from  their  Kins:.  Had  the  vigilance  and  ac- 
tivity  of  the  Prelacy  been  unexerted,  William,  Prince 
of  Orange,  would  in  vain  have  fought  the  Diadem 
of  thefe  Realms,  or  the  reputation  of  Deliverer.  To 
their  actions  therefore  You  are  primarily  indebted 
for  the  Revolution  :  And  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Declaration  of  Rights,  your  other  Magna  Charta, 
is  virtually  proceeding  from  the  chriftian  fortitude 
of  this  Metropolitan  and  his  fuffragan  Bifhops  ;  and 
thefe  men  were  Tories.  Whatever  may  be  imputed 
of  Self-interefl  or  Lull  of  power  to  others  who  were 
active  in  this  important  tranfaction,  the  fubfequent 
behaviour  of  thefe  Ecclefiaftics  demonstrates  that 
the  welfare  of  their  Country,  the  prefervation  of 
the  Constitution,  the  Religion  and  Freedom  of  the 
Subjects,  were  their  uncontaminated  motives. 

Warned  by  the  precipitancy  which  the  joy  of  re- 
turning Peace,  Royalty  and  Religion  had  occasion- 
ed at  the  Restoration  -,  and  the  inattention  to  the 
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improvement  of  the  Conflitution  which  then  pre- 
vailed, it  was  now  defigned  to  compenfate  for  thofe 
omiffions,  and  to  stipulate  the  terms  on  which  King 
William  was  to  fway  the  Sceptre  of  thefe  realms  ; 
and  as  Juftice  and  Impartiality  are  the  motives 
which  direct  my  pe>  to  your  Reprefentatives  this 
attention  of  your  welfare  is  greatly  to  be  attributed. 

As  I  have  already  (hewn  that  the  Prerogative 
Royal  had  formerly  been  exerted,  according  to  the 
Conftitution,  in  a  more  extenfive  manner  than  it  was 
allowed  in  theie  days  -,  1  fhall  now  proceed  to  prove 
that  it  continued  as  undiminished  at  the  revolution* 
and  fuch  as  it  has  been  exercifed  in  his  Majefty's 
Proclamation  for  the  Prohibiting  the  Exportation 
of  Corn ;  that  unlefs  it  be  preferved  in  perpetual 
exercife,  this  Conftitution,  and  even  all  that  is 
dear  and  beneficial  to  You,  the  People,  muft  fpee-* 
dily  be  annihilated,  and  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of 
a  vifion  leave  nut  a  wreck  behind. 

And  in  this  place  I  fore  fee  the  farcafm  of  Prero- 
gative Man  and  Tory  will  be  imputed  to  my  con- 
duct. If  to  defend  the  Conftitutional  Prerogative  of 
my  Sovereign,  which  is  infeperable  from  the  con- 
fervation  of  your  Rights,  Freedom  and  Happinefs, 
be  to  be  a  Tory,  I  glory  in  the  appellation.  But 
previous  to  this  imputation,  by  whatever  name  I 
may  be  diftinguiihed,  let  my  principles  be  decided 
by  the  evidence  of  what  I  have  delivered.  Have  I  not 
fhewn  You  that  Kings  have  fubverted  your  Rights 
and  Liberties,  and  that  therefore  they  were  juftly 
oppofed — In  this  am  I  a  Tory  ?  Have  I  not  deli- 
neated in  what  manner  the  Reprefentatives  of  your 
anceftors  have  fold  you  to  Tyrants,  and  enflaved 
you  to  their  own  Lulls  of  Dominion  : — if  Whigs  ap- 
plaud fuch  meafures,  am  I  not  ftill  juftified  in  be- 
ing a  Tory  ?  But  you  will  ealily  difcern  that  it  is 
the  Conftitution  entire,  and  not  a  fingle  Eftate  of 
it  that  I  endeavour  to  fupport.     And  that  Defpo- 
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tifm  in  every  fhape  is  the  Monfter  which  I  attempt 
to  combat.  But  let  me  intreat  you  to  confider, 
whether  it  cannot  poflibly  arrive  that  the  caufe  of 
Liberty  and  our  Country  may  require  the  fupport 
of  Regal  Authority  as  much  as  the  moft  fanguine 
Whig  can  imagine  that  the  Peoples  Rights  required 
it  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second  ?  And  will  not 
that  fupport  be  then  expedient  when  the  intemperate 
fpeeches  of  young  and  languine  fpeakers  fhall  pub- 
Kckly  pronounce  that  the  King  is  the  inftrument  of 
the  Two  Houfes.  That  the  Sovereign's  aflent  is  no 
longer  to  be  denied  to  thofe  bills  which  are  prepared 
for  it.  When  Tories  oppofe  the  juft  exertion  of  the 
King's  Prerogative  at  that  moment  in  which  the 
prefervation  of  your  Rights  and  Daily  Bread  more 
elpecially  require  it.  When  fubjects,  afluming  So- 
vereign Rights,  proclaim  war  and  conclude  peace  ; 
and,  having  conquered  foreign  realms  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's armies  and  at  the  national  expence,  treat 
their  King  as  their  Auxiliary,  and  prefume  to  dif- 
pute  whether  thefe  conquefts  fhall  be  applied  to  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  or  to  their  private  emolu- 
ment. When  the  general  converfation  not  only 
fpeaks  the  fentiments  and  approbation  of  Demo- 
cracy, and  books  are  written  to  inculcate  and  ap- 
plaud fuch  principles,  and  even  that  Minifter  de- 
cried and  calumniated,  whom  You  not  long  fince 
adored,  for  no  other  ac~f.  than  having  received  a  title 
from  the  hands  of  that  Prince  who  alone  has  the 
right  of  bellowing  it  ? — 

But  I  imagine  that  I  have  difcovered  this  caufe 
of  your  change  of  fentiment.  You  vainly  flatter- 
ed Yourfelves  that  he  whom  You  had  long  and 
fallacioufly  confidered  as  fomething  more  than 
Soverign,  would  never  deem  himfelf  afubject  to  the 
Prince  upon  the  Throne,  and  receive  honours  from 
his  hands.  You  were  unacquainted  with  his  fenti- 
ments, and  have  happily  been  miftakcn. 

When 
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When  fuch  difpofitions  appear  amongft  die  mul- 
titude, whatever  may  be  the  plaufible  propofitions 
of  ambitious  men  to  clip  the  wings  of  Royalty  and 
enhance  your  Liberties,  they  mean  only  to  aug- 
ment their  own,  and  to  foar  in  power  above  their 
Sovereign  and  You  his  fubjects. 

But  let  me  return  to  the  Declaration  of  Rights, 
that  renovated  Bulwark  of  your  Immunities 
and  Freedom.  The  firft  article  of  this  Char- 
ter pronounces,  That  the  pretended  power  of  Sufi- 
pending  of  'Laws ',  or  Execution  of  Laws,  by  Regal  Au- 
thority, without  Confent  of  Parliament,  is  illegal. 
This  article,  taken  in  the  meaning  it  was  intended 
to  convey,  is  what  no  Englifhman  will  contradict, 
though  in  the  litteral  fenie  it  is  as  abfurd  and  im- 
practicable as  nonfenfe  itfelf  can  dictate.  It  evi- 
dently intends  the  Sufpendingfor  ever,  or  the  Anni- 
hilating Laws,  and  the  carrying  them  into  execu- 
tion without  that  judicial  procedure  which  the  Le- 
giflature  has  eftablifhed.  That  fuch  conduct  is  not 
only  illegal  but  unjuft,  will  be  unanimoufly  grant- 
ed. An  indulgence,  confidering  the  propenfity 
to  power  which  is  fo  prevalent  in  all  mankind, 
that  can  neither  be  permitted  in  the  Crown  nor 
in  any  part  of  the  Legiflature.  But  when  it  declares 
that  the  execution  of  the  Laws  by  Regal  Autho- 
rity is  illegal,  it  contradicts  the  eternal  practice  and 
principles  of  the  Conftitution  •,  for  by  Regal  Au- 
thority the  Laws  have  been  always  executed,  tho' 
not  inftituted.  Such  an  injunction  therefore  muft 
have  fealed  up  the  Courts  of  Law  in  Weftminfter- 
hall ;  the  Judges  muft  have  had  their  commiflions 
and  authority  of  doing  juftice,  and  carrying  the 
Laws  into  execution  from  Parliament,  had  this 
part  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  been  verbally 
complied  with.  And  hence  it  appears,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  Letter,  the  very  firlt  article  of 
this  Great  Charter  of  Liberties  has  required  the 
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Royal  Prerogative  of  Difpenfing  with  that  inftitutc, 
in  order  to  continue  the  Courts  in  the  Execution 
of  the  LegiQative  Ordinances.  And  that  the  de- 
priving the  Crown  of  that  Prerogative  was  not  in- 
tended" by  that  article,  the  undifputed  enjoyment  of 
it  to  this  -day,  irrefragably  evinces. 

By  the  fecond  article  it  is  declared  that  the  pre- 
tended power  of  Difpenfing  zvith  Laws,  or  the  Exe- 
cution of  Laws,  by  Regal  Authority,  as  it  has  been  af- 
fumed  and  exercifed  of  late,  is  illegal,  and  this  alio  is 
not  to  be  controverted.  But  firft,  I  entreat  You  to 
recollect  on  what  occafiens,  to  the  purpoies  of 
whom,  and  to  whofe  deftrucYion  it  had  been  exer- 
cifed. The  inftances  of  which  I  have  previoufly  re- 
lated. Bur  tho'  the  firft  article  may  be  fuppoied  to 
be  underftood  in  a  peremptory  fenfe,  the  fecond 
is  to  be  confidered  in  a  conditional  and  limited  ;  as 
it  hath  been  affumed  and  exercifed  of  late.  An  inhi- 
bition either  to  Sufpend  or  Difpenie  with  Laws,  for 
one  moment,  when  either  of  them  tends  to  the  injury 
of  the  fubject.  But  at  the  fame  time  it  confequently 
leaves,  to  the  Crown,  the  plenary  Prerogative  of  af- 
ferting  the  exercife  of  that  authority  for  your  wel- 
fare and  advantage,  and  this  without  confent  of 
Parliament:  Otherwife  that  preclufive  condition 
had  been  inferted  in  the  fecond  as  it  is  in  the  pre- 
ceding article.  The  Prerogative  of  a  Temporary 
Difpenfation  with  Laws  tor  the  fake  of  imparting 
Happinefs  to  the  Whole  Community,  was  not  only 
not  refcinded  by  this  Declaration  of  Rights,  but 
certainly  by  implication,  if  not  exprefsly  eftablifhed. 
For  the  Difpenfing  Power  which  is  hereby  abolilh- 
ed,  is  expreffed  by  the  words  as  it  hath  been  exer- 
cifed of  late,  that  is,  injuriouily,  oppreflively  and 
unconftitutionally  exerted.  For  that  reafon,  the 
antecedent  exception  ftill  leaves  the  right  of  its  be- 
ing exercifed  to  the  univerfal  good,  though  it  pre- 
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eludes  it  from  doing  mifchief.  And  it  was  at  that 
time  perfectly  underftood  by  your  ancestors,  that  a 
Government  constituted  like  this,  muil  in  fome 
EState  of  it  include  not  only  a  Temporary  and  Oc- 
cafional  Difpenfing  Power,  but  a  Legiflative  alfo-, 
and  that  the  Rights  of  the  Subjects  mint  neceSTa- 
rily  fuffer  by  the  Non-exiStence  of  fuch  Authority. 
And  as  the  Constitution  had  always  imparted  that 
power  to  the  Crown,  it  may  be  jultly  prefumed  that 
they  never  intended  to  extirpate,  but  reftrain  the 
Prerogative  Royal. 

Of  the  truth  of  this  opinion  let  me  now  convince 
You.  By  the  Conftitution  cf  England,  the  Letter, 
and  not  the  Spirit  of  the  Law,  is  to  be  rigoroufly 
obferved;  and  happy  it  is  that  the  Legislature  of  this 
realm  is  fo  conftituted.  Without  this  peremptory 
obligation,  by  what  means  could  you  be  afcertained 
of  your  Lives,  Liberties  and  Properties  ?  to  what 
iniquitous  purpoies  are  not  Laws  convertible  with- 
out this  falutary  injunction  on  your  Judges  ?  What 
contradictions  would  there  be  unfuftained  by  the 
refinement  and  chicane  of  advocates ;  what  inequi- 
table decifions  might  not  be  determined  by  the  Ju- 
dicial Magistrates,  were  fuch  men  permitted  to  ex- 
plain the  Law  according  to  the  Spirit,  and  disre- 
gard the  Letter.  Statutes,  therefore,  are  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  Decrees  immutable  in  the  Courts  of  Law, 
and  verbally  to  be  obeyed.  But  as  the  moft  pene- 
trating forefight  of  human  Legislature  is  incapable  of 
intuitively  difcerning  the  innumerable  forms  which 
the  deceitfulnefs  ot  men  may  aflume,  in  order  to 
evade  the  Iitteral  exprefiion  oft  he  Law  •  and  many 
circumstances  may  arife  in  the  commifilon  of  mcSt 
actions  affecting  Life,  Limbs,  and  Liberty,  in 
which  the  Laws  may  be  too  fevere,  and  the  jud- 
ges unreafonable  and  unjuft;  it  was  therefore  ne- 
ceffary  that  in  all -juft  governments   the  power  of 
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exacerbation  cf  punifhment  for  Penal  Offences 
fhould  be  denied  to  any  part  of  the  Conftitution, 
and  that  of  Mitigation  and  Pardon  fhould  re  fide  in 
it,  for  the  prefervation  and  advantage  of  the  lefs 
offending  and  the  innocent.  Without  this  au- 
thority of  a  temporary  andoccafional  reverting,  by 
a  Difpenfation  of  legal  rigour,  to  that  native  equity 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  bafis  on  which  all  Law 
is  univerfally  founded,  fomething  more  deftructive 
would  frequently  accrue  to  the  rights  of  national 
fociety  than  that  primaeval  and  unlegiflative  ftate 
of  nature  in  which  men  were  bound  by  no  inftitutes, 
fave  thofe  which  were  originally  implanted  in  their 
conformation.  In  this  uncivilized  condition,  the 
faculties  both  of  mind  and  body  operated  as  re- 
strictive ftatutes  on  the  inclinations  and  actions  of 
violence  in  the  individuals  •,  the  perfon  who  in- 
tended an  offence,  was  at  that  moment  confcious, 
from  his  own  fenfations,  that  he  fhould  be  purfued 
with  vengeance  if  he  committed  it;  and  therefore 
was  induced  to  abftain  from  a  wanton  and  caufelefs 
perpetration  of  outrage.  For  thete  is  no  man 
fo  ftrot-ig  and  fo  courageous  as  to  imagine  himfelf 
incapable  of  being  infidioufly,  if  not  openly  de- 
ftroyed,  by  the  wiles  and  machinations  of  another 
more  weak  and  timid.  And  this  confideration  of 
the  latter,  will  confequently  act  as  a  vigorous  con- 
troul  on  the  actions  of  the  former. 

But  when  the  eftablifhed  Laws  impart  the  power 
of  carrying  vengeance  for  offence  into  execution  with 
impunity  5  and  the  Letter  may  in  many  incidental 
cafes  exprefs  that  infliction  which  the  degree  of  cri- 
minality does  notdeferve;  this  incentive,  in  the  per- 
fon injured,  of  revenge  on  the  offender,  and  of  fecu- 
rity  in  himfeif,  may  urge  him  to  deftroy,  by  Law, 
him  whom  he  would  not  prefume  to  attack  in  unaf- 
fociated  nature ;  and  thereby  fate  his  vindictive  fpi- 

K  2  rit 


(  7°) 
rit  with  Death,  where  Equity  declared  the  puni  fo- 
ment to  be  bothunjuft  and  exceffive.  Th*  power 
therefore  of  Difpenfing  with  the  fi  igour  of  the  Law 
mull  confequen  ly  refide  in  every  government  un- 
der which  the  Rights  of  Mankind  are  to  be  pre- 
ferved.  And  this  power  of  Mercy  has  in  this  Con- 
flitution  at  all  times  been  inherent  in  the  Crown,  as 
it  is  exerted  at  this  day. 

The  reafon  of  its  being  intrufled  to  your  Sove- 
reign is  this.     Every  man  born  in  this  realm  is  the 
Subject  of  the  Prince  upon  the  Throne  ;  and  as  the 
ftrength  and  fecurity  of  nations  depend  in  a  great 
meafureon  the  numbers  of  their  inhabitants,  He  has 
a  right  in  their  perfons  for  that  reafon  ;  and  Irom 
this  circumftance,  the  prefervuion  of  all  being  fup- 
pofed  to  be  equal  in  the  King's  inclination,  the 
power  of  affecting  it  is  committed  to  Him,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  obduracy  of  the  Law  itfelf.     But  as 
anciently  the  Laws  imparted  alfo  a  right  of  perfon  in 
their  families  to  fathers  and  relations,  the  pecuniary 
commutations  which  the  Law  direct  d,  and  were  for- 
merly paid  for  the  Life  and  Limbs  of  the  conftitu- 
ents  of  the  realm,  were  therefore  divided  between 
the  King,  who  had  loft  a  fubject  by  murder,  and 
the  family  who  had  loft  a   relation  ;  which  latter 
portion  of  pecuniary  fatisfaction,  the  King  could 
not  remit.     Though  all  thefe  Laws  have  been  long 
fince  abrogated  •,  as  a  relique,  there  ftil!  remains  a 
right  in  the  neareft  relation  of  the  flain,  or  appealing 
from   the  Royal  Pardon  in  fuch  inftances.     And 
thus  fliould  the  wanton  inclination  prevail  in  the 
Crown  of  forgiving  atrocious  offenders,  it  is  ftill  con- 
trouled,   by  the  power  in  the  fubjects,  from  being 
exercifed  on  fuch  occafions  as  the  Laws  of  Nature  in- 
hibit.  Thus  Equity,  on  all  fides,  fupplies  the  imper- 
fection of  eftablifhed  inftitutes  by  this  conftitutional 
authority  of  Royal  Prerogative  and  Popular  Right. 
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Thefame  inevitable  fallibility  which,  in  the  inflitu* 
tion  of  Penal  Laws,  made  it  neceflary  that  an  Occa- 
fional  and  Temporary  Prerogative  of  Difpenfing 
with  their  Rigour  fhould  beeftablifhed,  was  infepar- 
able  from  thole  alfo  which  were  formed  for  the  Con- 
fervation  of  Property.  Otherwife,  when  the  Law 
might  not  literally  preclude  Injuftice,  or  was  infuf- 
ficient  to  the  fupportof  Equity,  m?n  were  let  loofe 
to  the  commiflion  of  the  former  without  reftraint, 
and  the  injured  prevented  from  a  remedy  both  in 
one  and  the  other,  the  Spirit  was  therefore  to  be 
iiipplied  where  the  Letter  was  defective.  On  this  ac- 
count, as  the  whole  lands  of  England  were  original- 
ly, and  atprefent  are,  in  fact,  held  by  the  Subjects 
from  the  Crown,  with  right  inalienable  but  by  of- 
fences of  High  Treafon,  the  powers  of  Difpenfing 
with  the  Laws  in  cafes  of  Oppreflion  and  mjuftice, 
and  of  fupplying  what  is  deficient  in  them  refpecting 
property,  hath  at  all  times  refided  in  the  Crown  alfoj 
becaufe  all  the  Condiments  being  equally  the  fub- 
jects  of  the  King,  and  entitled  to  the  fame  juflice, 
it  was  imagined  that  the  impartial  adminiftration  of 
thefe  powers  would,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  in 
this  cafe  alfo,  be  committed  to  your  Sovereign.  And 
this  authority  of  fupplying  what  Equity  demanded, 
is  alfo  a  Legiflative  Prerogative,  in  all  fuch  inftan- 
ces,  becaufe  it  affords,  what  the  Laws  have  not  done, 
when  it  adds  the  Spirit  to  the  Written  Inftitute. 

This  Prerogative,  therefore,  not  only  affords  a 
juft  Supplement  to  Human  Fallibility,  in  the  con- 
flicting Laws,  in  favour  of  Equity ;  but  in  all 
inequitable  cafes  obviates  the  neceffity  of  making 
Laws  ex  poll  facto,  a  power  the  mod  dangerous 
that  can  be  exerted  by  a  Legiflature.  Becaufe, 
where  that  cuftom  prevails,  men  may  not  only 
both  ignorantly  commit  and  fuffer  actions  which  no 
Law  inhibits,  but  be  punilhed  for  deeds  which  no 
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Laws  ought  to  prohibit  •,  and  be  preferred  alio  from 
punifhment  where  it  never  ought  to  be  remitted. 
And  by  thefe  means  the  ads  of  fraud  may  be  pro- 
tected, and  thofe  of  equity  difcountenanced.  From 
the  decifion  of  all  Inferior  Courts  there  hasconftant- 
ly  exifted  a  right  in  the  fubjecl:  of  appealing  to  the 
Superior,  till  advancing  to  the  King  and  the 
Houle  of  Lords,  the  common  Council  of  the  Na- 
tion, as  it  exifted  before  the  Commons  had  acquired 
a  Legiflative  Right,  and  as  it  ilill  remains  refpect- 
ing  judicial  determinations,  this  Court  of  Necef- 
fity  became  the  ultimate  Refort.  Becaufe  the  object 
of  all  Litigation  is  to  have  an  end  ;  or  Laws  can  not 
only  prove  of  no  benefit,  but  muft  be  of  infinite 
difiervice. 

From  the  Inferior  Courts  caufes  frequently  af- 
cended  to  the  Superior,  with  decifions  according  to 
Law  and  contrarious  to  Equity.  And  as  the 
King,  by  the  fortieth  article  of  King  John's  Magna 
Carta,  is  obliged  neither  to  dtfer  nor  deny  Juftice  and 
Equity  to  any  fubjett  who  may  feek  them,  without 
this  power  in  the  Crown  of  Difpenfing  occasio- 
nally with  unjuft  Laws  and  Legiflatively  fupply- 
ing  their  deficiencies,  to  what  advantage  can  this 
right  of  demanding  Equity  be  applied  by  the  fub- 
jects  ?  or  how  (hall  this  authority,  fo  elTential  to 
your  Felicity,  be  exerted  by  the  King,  though 
he  is  always  virtually  prefent  in  every  the  Higheft 
Court  of  the  Realm.  Wherefore  this  Prerogative 
is  inherent  in  him,  though  that  power  be  dele- 
gated to  Magistrates  fubjecl:  to  accufation  and  im- 
peachment whenever  their  determinations  and  de- 
crees have  been  the  refult  of  finifter  influence. 

The  neceffity  of  this  power  appeared  fo  ftrong, 
and  the  advantages  of  it  fo  confpicuous  to  the 
nation,   that  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third 
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the  Commons  petitioned  His  Majefty,  that  thofe 
who  were  grieved  with  any  Statute  might  have  remedy 
in  Chancery,  and  this  requeft  being  then  granted, 
remains  a  permanent  Statute  to  this  day,  and  a 
conftitutional  eftablifhment  to  the  welfare  of  the 
People. 

This  authority  requiring  to  be  exercifed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  encreale  of  Laws  and  Statutes,  all 
which  by  the  infufficiency  of  human  providence,  af- 
forded a  frefh  power  of  being  evaded  or  converted 
toopprefiive  purpofes,  was  delegated  by  the  King 
to  his  Lord  High  Chancellor.  And  fince  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  ;  ixth,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  who  was 
certainly  no  advocate  for  Regal  Prerogative,  de- 
clares that  there  are  indifputable  records,  that  this 
facred  trull  has  been  committed  by  the  King  to  the 
wifdom  and  uprightnefs  of  that  Supreme  Magif- 
trate. 

The  King's  right  of  delegating  this  authority  to 
one  man  is  impoffible  to  be  denied.  That  it  contains 
the  right  of  a  Temporary  Difpenlation  with  Law,  and 
of  occafionally  fupplying  a  Legiflative  Authority,  I 
fhall  prove  from  the  words  of  Dr.  Blackflone.  By 
this  gentleman,  the  Chancery  is  defined  to  be  "  a 
Li  Court  eftabliihed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Subject, 
*•'  to  correct  and  foften  the  Rigour  of  the  Law, 
"  when  through  its  generality  it  bears  too  hard  in 
"  particular  cafes.  To  detect  and  punifn  latent 
"  frauds,  which  the  Law  is  not  minute  enough  to 
u  reach.  To  enforce  the  execution  of  fuch  matters 
"  of  truft  and  confidence  as  are  binding  in  confei- 
u  ence,  though  perhaps  not  ftrictly  legal.  To  de- 
<c  liver  from  fuch  dangerss  as  are  owing  to  misfor- 
"  tune  or  oven'ight,  and  in  fact  to  relieve  in  all 
"  fuch  cafes  as  are,  bona  fide,  objects  of  relief." 
And  on  thefe  accounts  the  Chancellor  has  been  called 
the  Keeper  of  the  King's  Confidence. 
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Nowj  certainly,  that  power  which  can  correct 
and  foften  the  Rigour  of  the  Law,  and  relieve  in 
all  fuch  cafes  as  are  truly  the  objects  of  relief,  does 
Difpenfe  with  the  Lav/  in  favour  of  Equity  and 
Right ;  and  when  it  detects  and  puniihes  latent 
frauds  which  the  Law  does  not  reach,  and  enforces 
the  execution  of  fuch  matters  as  are  binding  in 
confcience  only  and  not  ftrictly  legal ;  and  delivers 
from  fuch  dangers  as  are  owing  to  overfight  and 
misfortune  •,  it  certainly  not  only  Difpenfes  with 
Laws  already  made,  but  afTumes  a  Legiflative 
Power  alfo  in  its  Decrees,  where  the  Laws  have  not 
yet  provided  a  remedy. 

And  without  thi3  Sacred  Right  of  prefering 
Equity  to  Miftaken  Law,  and  the  Dictates  of 
Heaven  to  the  Inftitutes  of  Man,  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  England  would  of  all  others  be  the  molt 
deplorable  and  opprefftve.  The  neceffity  of  fuch 
a  remedial  authority  is  perfectly  evinced  by  the 
continual  bufinefs  which  is  tranfacted  in  the  Courts 
of  Chancery,  and  the  benefits  which  from  thence 
refult  to  the  nation.  And  hence  it  is  felf-evi^ 
dent,  that  as  by  the  firft  article  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Right,  literally  obferved,  the  Judges  would 
have  been  precluded  from  carrying  the  Laws  into 
execution  ;  fo  in  like  manner,  in  the  fecond,  had 
the  conditional  claufe,  as  it  hath  been  ajfumedandexcr- 
cifed  of  late,  been  omitted  refpecting  the  Difpenfmg 
with  the  Laws,  the  Courts  of  Equity  mint  have  fol- 
lowed the  fate  of  thofe  of  the  Law.  Every  fubject 
had  been  deprived  of  Right  and  Equity,  and  the 
whole  Code  of  Legiflative  Inftitutes  in  both  had  been 
annihilated  with  relpect  to  their  influence  and  exer- 
tion. This  power  of  Difpenfmg  with  the  Laws  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Subject,  was  certainly  never 
intended  to  form  apart  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights 
by  a  Free  People.  And  confequently  it  has  fubfifted 
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from  its  origin  to  this  hour  with  full  authority, 
derived  from  the  Prerogative  of  the  King,  and  de- 
legated to  his  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

On  what  arguments  then  can  it  be  fupported 
that  the  Prerogative  Royal  is  an  illegal  exercife  of 
authority,  when  that  power  is  eternally  operating  to 
your  happinels  in  the  caufe  of  every  individual,  who, 
according  to  an  exprels  ftatuce,  may  apply  to  the 
Courts  of  Equity  for  re'ief  againft  oppreffions  of 
the  Law  ?  Can  it  now  be  faid  that  the  King,  hav- 
ing an  abfolute  right  of  delegating  that  authority 
to  a  Civil  Magiftrate,  has  no  power  of  exerting 
it  himfelf  ?  Shall  the  Crown  indifputably  extend  its 
Mercy  to  criminals  who  have  forfeited  their  lives  by 
forcibly  depriving  a  fmgle  fubjecT:  of  his  property, 
and  the  injured  be  legally  entitled  to  bring  him  to 
consign  punifhment  ?  Shall  the  Rigour  of  Law  be 
foftened,  and  its  infufficiency  fupplied  by  a  Court 
of  Equity  in  favour  of  Individuals,  and  fhall  the 
Whole  People  be  left  to  the  cruelty  and  Avarice 
of  Men,  who,  for  the  fake  of  gain,  regardlefs  of 
your  Miferies,  exert  every  nerve  to  fruftrate  the 
Providence  of  God,  defeat  the  Bleffings  of  Plenty, 
and  reduce  You  and  your  Children  toperifh  by  Fa- 
mine in  the  ftreets  ?  Shall  Millions  cry  aloud  for 
Mercy,  and  fhall  their  Sovereign,  their  Ccmmon 
Father,  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  allifting  them  ? 
Forbid  it  Heaven  !  my  Heart  at  this  idea  ftands 
motionlefs  with  Horror!  It  cannot  be,  God  and 
the  Conftitution  have  given  your  King  the  Right 
to  beftow,  and  You  to  requeft  and  to  receive  this 
Celeftial  Interpofition.  Have  not  the  Laws  im- 
parted to  all  the  fubiecls  the  right  of  petitioning  the 
Prince  upon  the  Throne,  and  have  they  denied  Him 
the  power  of  granting  requefts  ?  The  contradiction 
is  too  abfurd  to  be  admitted,  fince  the  former  mud 
inevitably  imply  the  latter.  To  whom  alone  is  this 
L  Pre- 
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Prerogative,  of  Difpenfing  with  the  Laws,  fo  be- 
neficial, but  to  You,  the  People,  who  receive  the 
interpofuion  of  that  merciful- authority  ?  Is  it  ap- 
prehended His  Majefty  may  encreafe  in  his  Subjects 
affection  in  proportion  as  he  improves  their  happi- 
nefs  -,  and  is  he  therefore  to  be  denied  this  Bene- 
ficence of  Saving  ? 

Away  then  with  all  this  fiery  and  fallacious  fo- 
phiftry,  againft  the  Prerogative  Royal,  which  con- 
ceals the  benefits  that  redound  from  that  consti- 
tutional authority,  under  the  tremendous  appre- 
henfion  of  violating  all  Laws  by  Difpenfing  with 
thofe  alone  that  are  unjuft ;  and  by  iuch  feductive 
declamation  rouzes  You  to  tumult  and  difquiet 
againft  that  power  which  has  been  legally  exerted 
to  your  Prefervation. 

And  as  by  the  Conftitution  it  is  eftablifhed, 
that  the  King  has  the  undoubted  right  of  prohi- 
biting his  fubjecls,  by  Proclamation,  from  leav- 
ing the  realm,  he  muft  of  confequ^nce  poffefs  that 
alio  of  laying  an  Embargo  on  Shipping.  For 
to  be  enabled  to  interdict  his  fubjects  from  quit- 
ting their  country,  and  to  be  reftrained  from  pro- 
hibiting the  means  by  which  they  muft  elcape,  is 
as  rank  an  abfurdity  in  the  Inftitutions  of  Go- 
vernment as  can  be  conceived,  unlefs  it  can  be 
imagined  that  fhips  can  fail  without  feamen.  And 
therefore,  as  Dr.  Bhckftone  declares  *,  the  King's 
Proclamations  are  binding  on  the  fubj efts,  when  they 
only  enforce  the  execution  of  filch  Laws  as  are  al- 
ready in  being,  in  fitch  7:: aimer  as  the  King  f  jail  judge 
necejfary.  Thus  the  Ejtabhfoed  Law  is,  that  the  King 
may  prohibit  any  of  his  fubjeSts  from  leaving  the  realm. 
This  being  the  Law,  and  thofe  men  to  be  prohi- 
bited only  who  were  to  be  employed,  as  mariners, 
in  navigating  the  Corn  Ships,  by  what  other  law- 
ful 
*  Page  261,  vol.  1. 


(  77  \ 

ful  means  could  they  have  been  prevented  from  leav- 
ing the  kingdom  but  by  a  Proclamation  againfl:  the 
Exporting  Corn,  and  by  laying  an  Embargo  on  thefe 
Ships  alone  ?  Befides  this  method,  there  exiits,  in 
fuch  cafes,  no  other  which  can  effect  the  intended 
prohibition  of  fuch  perfons,  lave  that  of  proclaiming 
an  Univerfal  Interdict  of  all  the  King's  fubjects  in- 
difcriminately.  Becaufe  had  the  mariners  of  thofe 
veflels  been  prohibited  by  name,  that  reftraint,  ex- 
tending no  farther  than  to  perfons,  the  very  inten- 
tion of  the  Prohibition  had  been  eluded,  by 
changing  thofe  failors  fur  another  crew  •,  than  which 
nothing  is  more  eafy.  And  thus  the  mod  benign 
and  moft  beneficial  meafure  that  a  Sovereign  can 
conceive. for  his  People,  had  been  fruftrated.  And 
the  abfurdity  of  confining  the  Whole  Nation  within 
the  realm,  for  the  fake  of  preventing  the  departure 
of  a  Few,  whom  it  was  necefiary  to  detain,  would 
hardly  have  efcaped  the  ridicule  of  thofe  who  have 
difapproved  of  the  Prohibition  by  Proclamation. 

The  humane  Interpofition,  therefore,  of  retrain- 
ing fuch  Shipping  from  leaving  the  kingdom,  being 
feen  in  this  light,  becomes  nothing  more  than  an 
Enforcement  of  the  Law?  by  which  the  King  is  au- 
thorifed  to  prohibit  the  departure  of  perfons.  For 
fince  thefe  perfons  are  no  otherwife  to  be  effectually 
and  reafonably  detained,  that  Prerogative  mufl  ne- 
ceifarily  include  the  right  of  Laying  an  Embargo. 
Unlefs  indeed  it  can  be  proved,  that  the  Kingjuftly 
poffefTes  the  authority  to  ordain,  what  he  wants, 
the  authority  of  Carrying  into  Execution.  As  a 
proof  that  he  lawfully  enjoys  both  thefe  rights, 
I  mall  again  cite  the  preceding  author  *.  In  the 
Exertion  of  Lawful  Prerogative  the  King  if.  and  ought 
to  be  abfolute  •,  that  is,  fo  far  abfolute  that  there  is  no 
Legal  Authority  which  can  either  delay  or  refjfl  him. 
For  otherwife  the  Power  of  the  Crown  would  indeed  be 

L  2  hit 
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but  a  Name  And  a  Shadow,  inefficient  for  the  ends  of 
Government 

Bik  without  infilling  that  the  Prerogative  of  Pro- 
hibiting the  subject.s  from  leaving  the  realm  necef- 
farily  indu  es  the  authority  of  laying  an  Embargo 
on  Shipping,  le:  us  fee  wha  Dr.  Blackftone  de- 
clares particularly  refpecting  the  latter  right.  A 
Proclamation  therefore  forbidding  this  in  general  for 
three  weeks ;  by  laying  an  timbargo  upon  all  Skipping 
in  tim<-  of  war,  will  be  equally  binding  as  an  Atl  of  Par- 
liament, becaufe  founded  on  a  prior  haw.  Now  a  ftate 
of  hofcilities  adds  no  Prerogative  to  the  Crown 
which  it  does  not  enjoy  in  times  of  peace.  It  only 
calls  that  power  into  Exertion  which  is  feldom 
wanted  in  moments  of  national  tranquility.  When 
the  exigencies  of  ftate  and  the  public  welfare  re- 
quire the  exercife  of  it,  that  right  is  at  all  times 
equally  in  the  King-,  and  I  fancy  few  men  will 
deny  that  the  preventing  the  People  from  ftarving 
is  not  an  exigency  of  the  higheft  import  and  greaiefl: 
advantage.  Certainly  t!  en  on  fuch  occafions  the 
Crown  has  a  right  to  lay  an  Embargo  on  Corn 
Ships  alone,  fince  it  enjoys  the  right  of  Prohibit- 
ing the  Whole  i\Tavv  ;  and  by  adding  three  weeks 
to  the  former  three,  it  may  be  continued  to  any 
length  of  time  which  the  occafion  requires. 

Such  being  the  Prerogative  Royal  refpe&ing 
the  reftraint  of  fubjefts  from  leaving  the  realm, 
and  the  laying  an  Embargo  on  Shipping  to  that 
intent  \  let  me  now  lay  before  You  what  is  ex- 
prefsly  faid  in  the  Statutes  relative  10  the  Prohibition 
of  exporting  Corn.  It  will  then  be  feen  that  in  the 
*  Acts  purpofely  made  for  the  Exportation  of  that 
commodity,  the  right  of  Prohibiting  it  was  re- 
fer ved,  whenever  his  Majefty's  COUNCIL  fhall  think 
it  for  the  advantage  of  the  realm.     And  though  this 

authority 

*  An.  7.  Richard.  2.  c.  7. — An.  4.  Hen.   6.  c.  5.— An.  12; 
£lix.  c.  13. — An.  1.  Jac.  1.  c.  25  art.  27. 
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authority  may  not  be  expreiTed  in  Statutes  fubfe* 
quent  to  James  the  Firft,  yet  it  ftill  remains  with 
equal  validity  to  this  day.  Becaufe,  according^to 
Dr.  Blackftone  J,  the  King  is  not  bound  by  any  Aft  of 
Parliament,  unlefs  he  be  named  therein  by  fpecia1  and 
particular  words.  1  he  mojl  general  words  thai  can  be 
devifed,  affett  not  him  in  the  leaji,  if  they  may  tend  to 
rejirain  cr  aimimjh  any  of  his  Rights  or  Intevefts.  Now 
certainly  the  endeavour  to  lave  fome  millions  of  his 
molt  uf-ful  Subjects  from  th~  dangers  of  Famine, 
is  one  of  thofe  Rights  and  Intercfts  the  lealt excep- 
tionable in  the  hands  of  Royalty.  And  though  this 
Prcrogati  e  fhould  never  have  been  exerte<  (ince 
the  rergfl  of  James  the  Firft,  it  ftill  ex. lis  with 
equ.i  vigour.  Since  the  preceding  author  allures 
us,  *  That  no  delay  will  bar  the  King's  Rights.  ?  nd 
■\-  hat  the  King  hath  a  Prerogative  in  all  things  that 
are  not  injuri.-us  to  the  Subjecl.  And  certainly  to 
fave  the  lives  of  Millions,  by  preventing  the  fear- 
city  or  Bread,  is  no  injury  to  the  fubjedts.  Had 
things  been  fee  i  in  this  light,  it  might  not  impro- 
bably have  happened,  that  the  Act  which  indemni- 
fies the  Council  had  never  found  exiftence  •,  nor  your 
Sovereign  have  been  placed  by  thofe  means  in  the 
difpleafing  fituation  either  of  rcfufing  his  affent,  and 
thereby  becom.ng  fufceptible  of  being  milrepre- 
fented,  as  aiming  at  the  extending  of  the  Preroga- 
tive Royal ;  or  of  alTenring  to  an  indemnity  of  fuch 
fubjects  who  had  performed  their  dutv  to  his  Majelty 
and  his  people  j  and  th-reby,  in  fome  fenlc,  ac- 
quiefcing  that  they  had  exceeded  in  the  excrcife  of 
his  Authority. 

And  now  does  it  not  appear  that  the  Prerogative 
Royal  of  Prohibiting  the  Expor  ation  of  Corn,  is 
warranted  not  only  by  the  Laws  ot  Nature,  but  by 
thofe  of  the  Conftitution  •,  and  by  very  c-a'on  which 
can  impart  a  Juft  Authority  to  a  Sovereign. 

Is 
J  Page  253.  .         •  Vol.  1,  p.  240.  f  Page  231. 
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Is  it  not  in  confequence  of  this  Prerogative  that 
the  Privileges  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  ex- 
tended, without  interruption,  through  a  Septen- 
nial Parliament?  The  Conftitution  gives  the  Mem- 
bers but  forty  dajs  before  and  forty  after  the  feflion 
for  the  enjoyment  of  their  privileges  ;  but  the  Pre- 
rogative, by  the  right  of  Proroguing  that  Houfe  to 
what  duration  it  pleafes  within  the  times  limited  by 
the  Legiflative  Authority  for  the  calling  Parlia- 
ments •,  and  never  itretching  that  diftance  beyond, 
the  days  to  which  the  Commons  have  a  right, 
both  Sufpends  and  Difpenfes  with  the  Laws  for  fe- 
ven  years  refpecting  thefe  men,  who  would  other- 
wife  be  open  to  their  influence,  like  the  other  fub- 
jects,  for  the  greater!  part  of  that  time.  Will  this 
Sufpenfion  and  Difpenfation  be  deemed  unconftitu- 
tional  and  not  inherent  in  the  King  by  thofe  who 
have  difapproved  it  when  exerted  for  your  fakes  ? 
Or,  is  it  only  illegal  when  You  and  your  Children 
are  by  that  intervention  preferved  from  Famine  ? 

Should  this  power  of  Difpenfing  with  the  Laws 
in  favour  of  Equity  be  no  longer  exercifed,  permit 
me  to  explain  to  You  the  confequences  which  would 
enfue.  Either  the  Laws  mud  fometimes  prove 
the  moft  inexorable  of  all  Tyrants,  deaf  to  the  cries 
of  the  Juft,  the  Innocent,  the  OpprefTed  ;  and  im- 
potent as  infancy  to  oppofe  the  outrage  of  Fraud 
and  Rapine  :  Or,  the  whole  Legiflative  Body  muft 
be  in  eternal  feflion  to  remedy  thole  evils  which  are 
now  fo  falutarily  defeated  by  the  exertion  of  the 
Royal  Prerogative  in  the  Courts  of  Equity  by 
His  Majefty's  Subftitute,  the  High  Chancellor,. 
Which  then  do  you  prefer  ?  Will  You  live  with- 
out relief  from  the  preceding  evils,  which  may 
occasionally  fpring  from  the  imperfection  of  Legis- 
lative Inftitutes  ?  or  will  You  be  fubmitted  to  the 
momentary  operation  and  precipitate  decifion  of 
Laws,  which,  like  peculiar  infects,  are  born,  be- 
get, 
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.  get,  propagate,  and  expire  in  one  day  ?  or,  like 
meteors,  which  mounting  in  the  air,  mine  for  an 
hour,  then  fall  to  rife  no  more  ?  Can  there  be  ex- 
hibited on  this  theatre  of  the  globe  a  more  ridicu- 
lous fpectacle  than  the  Legislative  Power  of  a  Great 
and  Oppulent  Empire  perpetually  employed  in 
making  Laws,  which,  like  houfes  built  with  cards 
by  the  hands  of  children  are  erected  only  to  be  in- 
ftantly  blown  down  ? — to  be  conftantly  commen- 
cing the  fame  work  and  never  to  bring  it  to  perfecti- 
on. In  fuch  a  cafe,  would  not  the  decifions  which 
mould  be  in  Equity  too  frequently  become  the 
Decrees  of  Faction?  And  would  not  the  fame  can- 
vafling  be  purfued  and  intereft  made  to  obtain  fuc- 
cefs  in  matters  of  property,  as  have  formerly  been 
excited  to  prevail  through  what  parifhes  a  turn- 
pike fhould  be  directed?  The  principles  of  Equi- 
ty, which  are  by  the  prefent  practice  of  judicial 
procedure  well  known  and  ellablifhed,  and  form  an 
equitable  code,  might  then  become  the  vagaries  of 
Caprice  and  Faction  of  men  unequal  to  that  im- 
portant knowledge ;  and  every  determination  might 
be  a  Law,  ex  poll  facto,  filled  with  contradiction 
to  the  former,  again  to  be  contradicted  in  the  fub- 
fequent  and  momentary  acts  of  LegiQature.  And 
to  me  it  appears  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  is  in 
fact  as  neceffary  to  indemnify  the  Lord  High 
Chancellor,  and  his  officers  who  carry  his  decrees 
into  execution,  from  the  profecution  of  the  Laws 
by  thofe  againft  whom  he  has  pronounced  the  mod 
equitable  judgment  •,  as  againft  thofe  who  have  by 
proclamation  ifiued  and  exercifed  theiike  authority 
to  your  Prefervation,  from  the  Fangs  of  Famine  and 
her  Friends,  the  Exporters  of  your  Daily  Bread. 

The  advantages  which  depend  on  this  perpetual 
exercife  of  Difpenfing  with  the  Laws,  and  even  on 
the  Legiflative  Authority  in  the  Crown,  in  the  man- 
ner 
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nerl  have  defcribed  them,  are  not  the  fole  which  You 
derive  from  this  Royal  Attribute.  If  your  Liberties 
are  dear  to  You,  thefe  alfo  depend  on  the  fame  au- 
thority. By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  the  King 
is  obliged  to  convene  his  Parliament  but  once  in 
three  years.  And  though  the  exigencies  of  affairs 
and  the  current  fupplies  require  their  annual  meet- 
ing, when  the  national  and  private  bufinefs  of  the 
feflion  is  completed,  is  it  reasonable  that  the  Mem- 
bers mould  be  fummoned  from  all  the  quarters  of 
the  ifland  to  tranfact  a  fingle  concern  which  the 
King  by  his  Prerogative  has  a  constitutional  autho- 
rity to  accompliih?  This  obligation,  in  times  when 
your  Reprefentatives  were  paid  by  and  elected  from 
among  their  particular  conftituents,  a  diiufe  which 
is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  would  have  been  com- 
plained of  as  a  grievance  by  thofe  who  chofe,  and 
thofe  who  reprefented.  And  though  that  cuftom  is 
fallen  into  neglect,   it  is  not  legally  abolifhed. 

Let  me  then  fuppofe  the  Conflitution  required 
the  attendance  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the 
exercifing  that  temporary  power  which  was  exerted 
in  the  Proclamation  by  the  King.  What  irreme- 
diable mifchiefs  may  not  hereafter  be  created  from 
that  very  circumftance,  mould  your  Reprefentatives, 
which  may  Heaven  defend,  in  future  reigns  be 
more  prompt  to  feek  and  more  rapacious  to  feize  the 
Wages  of  Corruption,  than  even  the  Minifter 
may  be  inclined  to  hire  them-, — mould  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  Candidates  for  deftroying  your  Rights 
be  fo  exceffive,  that  it  may  become  burthenfome  to 
the  perfon  who  may  then  direct  the  adminiflration  ; 
—-and  even  their  unbounded  votes  of  raifing  mo- 
ney on  You  be  infufficient  to  fill  the  Lxchequer 
with  that  treafure  which  may  fate  them  all;  — when 
all  that  is  right,  and  all  that  is  deftructive  to  the 
State  may  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  fingle  characte- 
ristic 
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Hftic  of  Private  Inrereft  in   the  individual   Mem- 
bers, and  determined  as  their  voices  are  rewarded 
with  your  money  •,- — to    what   a   perilous    precipice 
will  you  then  be  brought.      Will  the  generality  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,   who  may  remain  unpur- 
chafed,  if  any  fuch  will  then  remain,   be  attendant 
on  fbch  occafional  conventions  of  Parl:ament  as  I  am 
now  fpeaking  ofj  tor  the  enacting  a  tingle  and  tem- 
porary interpofition of  Legiflacurc  ?  Should  t  hey  neg- 
lect  this  duty,  into  what  evils  and  opprelfion  may 
You  not  be  lecretly  iurprifed  by  Laws  tnaeteo  by  a 
few  Members,  the  Saves  o*  Power,  aliernbled  to 
that  intent,  though  the-  public  rcaion  for  thrir  con- 
vening be  affigntd  to  be  fo  different  from  the  per- 
petrating fuch  iniidioulnef .      To    -h  m   ti.rn  will 
you  apply  for  redre(i:ng  thb    vie  iauon  of  national 
confidence  committed  by  thole  who  may  be  elect- 
ed  for  the  Prcfervaiion  ot  your  Rights  ?  will   you 
appeal   to  i  egiflatcrs,  fo   influenced,  to  condemn 
their  own  actions,  and  to  abrogate  their  own  ads  ? 
or  will  you  appeal  to  Heaven  and  the  Sword,  and 
once  more  deluge  the  land  with  the  blood  of  So- 
vereigns and  Yourfelves?  when  after  thoufands  flain, 
and  the  living  harralRd  by  infinite  calamities,  this 
civil  outrage  mult  en'J  in  Tyranny  on  whatever  fide 
prevails.  Review  the  Miferies,  the  upprelTions,  the 
Sale  of  Liberty,  by  your  antient  Rt-prefentatives,  to 
Henry  the  Eighth-, — theUfurpa:io    and  the  Defpo- 
tilm  erected  by  them  in  the  reign   f  C  harles  theFirit ; 
— and  though  from  thefe     ou  were  almorr.  miracu- 
lously prelerved,   will  the  interpofition   o*    Divine 
Goodnefs  be   always   ready   to  five  You  ?  will  no 
a^ts  of  ingratitude  to  the   Supreme   Bring  expofe 
You  to  his   wrath  ?   Keep  it»  eternal  remembrance; 
what  I  have  jul  related  :  Support  vourCmfntution, 
So  fhall  you  go  down  into  your  graves  with  Happi- 
Defs,   arid  your  Children  buffing  you  receive   that 
Heritage  from  your  hands. 

.    M  But 
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But  fhould  the  Commons,  faithful  to  their  duty, 
attend  thofe  occafional  conventions  of  Parliament, 
and  even  in  order  to  give  You  Bread  by  their  acts  -, 
are  men,  who  may  poffibly  conceive  it  to  be  their 
intereft  to  fuftain  or  even  to  increafe  the  price  of 
Corn,  to  be  confided  in  with  equal  fecurity  with  the 
King,  who  can  poffefs  no  fuch  idea  ?  Is  it  impof- 
fxble  that  it  can   be  conceived   by  them,  that  the 
dearnefs  of  provifions  increafes  the  Farmer's  pro- 
fits •,  that  therefore  they  can  afford  to  pay  greater 
rents,  and  of  confequence  that  thofe  very  Members 
in  rheir  New  Leafes  fhould  augment  them  on  their 
tenants  ?  and  then  the  excefs,  of  what  has  been  ufu- 
ally  paid  for  Land,  will  necefTarily  prevent  the  di- 
minution   of  the   price  of  neceffaries,  becaufe  the 
farmers  will  be  obliged  to  fell  them  for  more  mo- 
ney in  order  to  difcharge  a  larger  rent.     Thefe 
views  can  at  no  time  affect  your  Sovereign.     That 
Minifler  and  that  Council  therefore   which  advife 
and    exert  the  King's    Prerogative  where  Equity 
and  your  Welfare  direct  its  purpofe,  are  the  friends 
of  You,  your   Rights,  your  Liberties,  and  even 
life  rtfelf. 

But  though  You  have  no  legal  redrefs  or  controul 
againfl:  the  Acts  of  Legiflative  Oppreffion,  You  pof- 
fefs  them  both  againfl  the  Prerogative  Royal  when- 
ever it  is  unjuftly  exercifed.    Should  the  Chancellor, 
thro'  aberration  of  judgment,  pronounce  an  inequit- 
able decree,  You  have  theundifputed  right  of  appeal- 
ing to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  remedy  is  to  be 
received.     Should  that  Supreme  Magiftrate  be  in- 
duced by  corrupt  influence  to  decide  iniquitoufly, 
your  Recrefentatives  may  impeach,  and  the  Lords 
may  judge  and  punifh  him.      And  the   fublimeft 
genius  which   this   kingdom   hath   produced,  and 
others  in  that  high  office,  have  felt  the  fcourge  of 
equitable  chaftifement.     Should  the  King's  Mini- 
fler, or  his  Privy  Council,  advife  their  Sovereign 

to 
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to  ftretch  his  Prerogative  to  the  exertion  of  unccn- 
flitutional  and  arbitrary  acts,  or  to  Difpenfe  with 
Laws  to  fuch  purpofes,  your  Reprefentatives  may 
then  impeach  and  bring  them  to  condign  punilh- 
ment.      For  theie  men  are  by  the  Conftitution  the 
Inquiiltors  of  the  State ;  a  right  long  antecedent  to 
their  Legiflative  Power,  and  of  equal  utility  to  the 
Community  •,  and  by  the  upright  exertion  of  this 
Inquifitorial  Authority,    many    deftructive   Mini- 
fliers   have  been  punifhed   with   death,    and   more 
have  been  deterred  from  proceeding  to  fimilar  cri- 
minalities.    Hence    it    appears,    that  fafety   from 
opprelTion    is    conftitudonally   confecutive   of   the 
right  of  exercifing  the  King's  Prerogative  when 
watched  by  the  true  vigilance  of  the  State  Inqui- 
fitors. 

Nor  is  the  opprefilve  or  injurious  exercife  of  the 
Prerogative  Royal  the  only  object  which,  refpect- 
ing  that  right,  is  jultly  open  to  the  enquiry  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  That  Authority  being  in  the 
Crown,  the  neglect  of  its  being  exerted  in  times  of 
emergency  by  the  Minifter,  becomes  a  proper  fub- 
ject  of  the  Inquifitorial  Power  of  the  Commons ; 
and  he  is  equally  liable  to  impeachments  and  pu- 
nifhment  on  this  account  as  on  the  former.  Thus 
your  Reprefentatives  can  bring  to  judgment  fuch 
men,  not  only  for  the  Criminal  Exercife  of  Regal 
Prerogative,  but  for  the  neglect  of  exercifing  it  as 
it  ought  to  be.  .And  if  any  thing  reflecting  this 
Proclamation  be  fufceptible  of  blame,  it  feems  ra- 
ther to  be  the  delay  than  the  carrying  the  Preroga- 
tive into  execution. 

That  this  falutary  pc;wer  of  Preventing  the  Ex- 
portation of  Corn  ought  to  refide  in  every  State, 
can  never  be  denied.  That  it  cannot  be  iolely 
inherent  in  the  Legiflative  Body  of  this  kingdom 
is  equally  evident  :  Becaufe  that  alTembly  is  im- 
practicable to  be  held  in  perpetual  feffion.  The 
M  2  Con- 
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Constitution  of  England  lias  no  power  in  conti- 
nual exertion,  fave  a  i  or  tne  ro.vn£.  cf he  Parli- 
ament b°tng  prcrogued  or  dijjolve  ,  the  Lor  as  and  Com" 
mons  become  ina  viduals,  and  have  no  -power  tf  con- 
Vtning  themfe  ves,  nor  the  King  of  convening  them  but 
at  the  diftance  of  forty  days  at  Leafi.  Now  in  this 
very  inftance  of  Proldbi'ing  the  hxp  rtation  of 
Corn,  had  the  Parliament  be  nc  nvened,  rhe  alarm, 
muft  have  been  fpread  forty  days  before  the  Em- 
bargo could  have  been  laid  -,  and  to  what  purpofe 
would  ir  then  have  taken  place,  not  only  in  relation 
to  the  fhips  ajready  laden,  but  to  vaft  numbers  of 
others  which  might  have  been  filled  and  difmifTed 
during  that  time.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  this 
Prerogative  of  laying  Embargos,  being  ac  all  times 
neceflary  to  be  within  die  reach  of  exeition,  mult 
refute  in  fome  power  which  is  conftantly  exeitive, 
and  that  alone  belongs  to  the  Crown. 

To  be  exempted  from  the  watchful  eye  of  your 
Reprefentatives,  the  Minute rs,  in  a  few  preceding 
reigns,  artfull  v  introduced  the  Confent  of  the  Com- 
mons to  all  tho'e  actions  which  were  unju  (titrable  to 
the  nation  \  and  bvfucl,  conduct  they  converted  the 
Guardians  of  ourivights,andInquilitors  of  their  ac- 
tions, into  Defcrters  of  the  former  and  Confirmers  of 
the  latter  ;  and  by  this  artifice  eicaped  from  that  in- 
fliction which  they  lb  juftly  merited,  and  deprived 
You  of  the  means  ol  enquiring  into  their  iniquities. 

i  o  divert  the  Crown  of  fuch  Prerogative,  and  to 
make  every  act  of  admjniftration  to  be  ratified  by  the 
Legiflature,  is  to  refcind  the  Commons,  by  thatftra- 
tagem,from  almolt  the  molt  importantbenefit  which 
they  can  effect:.  And  tho'  this  minilterial  conduct: 
in  obtaining  LegiQanve  Authorit  bears  the  fmoorh 
an1,  fed u  H :i  ve  face  of  juftice  and  uprightnefs ;  who- 
ever will  diiigentiy  reflect:  on  what  is  paft,  will  cer- 
tainly 
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jtainly  perceive  that,  like  thofe  forms  of  beauty 
which  p.iii.-  rs  nave  given  to  their  female  fig'  res  in 
the  temp'a  ion  of  St.  Anthony,  the  Cloven-foot  is 
vifible  below,  and  the  Devil  lurks  within.  You  will 
not  therefore  renounce  that  lalutaiy  reftraint  over 
Mini  ifters  who  may  attempt  your  ruin  •,  and  unwit- 
tingly demand  a  Legislative  Act  ro  efbablifh  an  evil 
which  may  then  admit  of  no  conft  tutional  remedy : 
fin>  e  men  feldom  incline  to  difgrace  their  own 
acti  >ns  bv  a  voluntary  condemnati  m.  You  are  not 
fo  divefted  of  all  fcnie  of  your  and  your  defendants 
weLare.  The  ad  van  ageous  alternative  i^  too  evi- 
den    t    fnfFer  You  to  be  deluded. 

Should  mini  Iter,  extend  the  Prerogative  to  the 
illegal  friz ure  of  individuals  and  theirpapers,  though 
imm^morially  practifed,  and  no  frefli  exertion  of 
that  power  ;  you  have  recently  been  convinced  that 
the  Jaws  hive  givei  ample  fatisfaction  for  thic>  pro- 
cedure. 'Ut  by  what  powers,  rights  or  leg^l  pro- 
ccf  could  it  have  bt  n  obtained  gainft  the  other 
Elates  of  the  Legislature?  From  che  illegal  exer- 
cife  of  Prerogative  You  have  a  protection  and  a 
compenfation  or  injury,  fince  it  cannot  be  unlaw- 
fully exerted  without  obtaining  latisfaction  tor  the 
violence  and  injuftice  which  You  may  receive. 

Nor  is  it  theCro  ^n  alone  which  is  entitled  to  its 
Prerogatives.  The  Lords  and  Commons  enjoy  a 
Omilar  power,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  diftin- 
guifhed,  wh/ther  by  Rights,  Privileges,  or  Prero- 
gatives. Every  individual  Member  of  Both  Houfes 
is  privi'eged,  and  hfe  fervants  protected  alfo,  if  he 
pleafes,  not  only  from  arrefts  for  debt,  but  from 
every  other  offence,  according  to  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
except  Treafon-  Felony,  and  the  Peace.  And  he 
may  pumfh  by  a  vote  of  thefe  refpective  Houfes  all 
who  fhall  prefumeto  offend  againft  his  Rights  and 
privileges. 

The 
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The  Lords  have  taken  into  cuftody,  fince  the 
Revolution,  men  who  have  committed  unbecoming 
a6ls  againft.  their  individual  Members  •,  others, 
who  have  publifhed  offenfive  writings  in  the  fame 
manner,  have  been  fined  and  imprifoned  without 
any  other  judicial  procefs.  The  Peers,  who  have 
accufed  thefe  offenders,  have  fat  as  Judges  on  their 
offences,  and  have  voted  in  their  fentence. 

The  Hoyfe  of  Commons  has  taken  into  cuftody 
and  com  fritted  men  to  prifon  for  contumacy  and 
other  delinquencies  •,  and  even  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice, 
who  then  prefided  in  the  King's  Bench,  denied  a 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  to  one  who  was  thus  com- 
mitted and  applied  for  it.  And  this  was  done  not- 
withftanding  t  e  Laws  declare,  without  the  exemp- 
tion of  any  eftate  of  the  realm,  that  all  perfons  (hall 
have  their  Writs  •,  and  a  fine  of  Five  Hundred 
Pounds  is  to  be  recovered  againft  whatever  Judge 
fhall  refufe  it.  At  the  fame  time,  had  that  perfon 
been  taken  intocuflody  by  the  authority  of  the  Pre- 
rogative Royal,  he  would  have  obtained  his  Habeas 
Corpus,  been  tried  by  a  Jury  of  his  Equals,  been 
exculpated,  and  compenfated  if  innocent;  or  impri- 
foned and  punifhed  if  found  guilty. 

Thefe,  then,  are  the  Conftitutional  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  which  no 
man  difputes.  And  infupportof  which,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  difcover  exprefs  Statutes.  And  even  tho' 
by  the  Magnae  Cartas  of  *  John  and  f  of  Henry  the 
Third,  it  is  exprefsly  ftipulated,  between  thefe 
Kings  and  their  Subjects,  that  neither  Freeman  nor 
Villain  fhall  be  fined  without  a  "Jury  of  hone.fi  and  law- 
ful men  of  the  neighbourhood,  nor  fhall  a  Freeman  be 
taken  into  cuftody,  or  imprifoned,  or  diffeifed  of  his  hands, 
liberties  or  Privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  be 
defiroyed  in  any  manner ;   nor  fhall  he  be  proceeded 

againft 
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againft  unlefs  it  be  by  the  Lawful  Judgment  of  his 
Peers,  or  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land. 

And  notwithstanding  thefe  Rights  and  Liberties 
are  by  thefe  Great  Charters  granted  to  every  Sub- 
ject, Bondfman  or  Free  •  yet,  left  the  Tenants  who 
held   in  capite  from  the   Crown,  and  who  alone 
were  active   in  the   obtaining   this  celeftial   grant, 
fhould    conceive    that   the   Rights,   Liberties   and 
Privileges  which  it  included  did  appertain  to  them 
alone,  it  is  exprefsly  ftipulatcd  that  the  fame  im- 
munities fhould  defcend  to  all  their  Tenants  and 
Villains  *,  and  all  thefe  Privileges  and  Liberties  which 
We  have  granted  to  be  held  by  all  thofe  who  hold  of 
tis,  as  well  Ecclefiajlics  as  Laity,  fhall  be  granted  to 
be  held  by  thofe  men  who  held  of  them  alfo.     And  on 
the  violation  of  thefe  Rights,  they  were  by  exprefs 
conditio^  abfolved  from  their  allegiance,  and  au- 
thorifed    to  take   arms.     Againft    thefe   Preroga- 
tives  and  Privileges  in  the  Two  Houfes,  I  have  met 
with  no  objection.      What  reafon  therefore  can  be 
affigned  why  the  Crown  fhould  be  reftrained   from 
the  Prerogative  of  doing  Good,  as  ancient  and  as 
conftitutional  as  either  of  the  others,  controuled  as 
it  is  alfo  by  thofe  falutary  reftrictions  which  I  have 
already  related  ? 

In  this  manner  I  have  impartially  laid  before  You 
what  Hiftory,  Truth,  and  the  Conftitution  will  in- 
difputably  fupport.  The  advantages  which  I  may- 
derive  to  my  arguments  againft  all  endeavours  to 
abridge  the  Prerogative  Royal,  in  the  prefent 
reign,  are  too  manifeft  to  be  mentioned.  For  cer- 
tainly there  has  in  no  asra  exifted  a  Prince  of  greater 
Virtues  who  has  filled  the  Throne  of  thefe  realms. 
And  thofe  I  perfuade  myfelf  endear  Him  to  your 
Hearts,  and  will  fuftain  him  in  his  juft  Rights  :  And 
yet  fuch  is  the  hiftoric  truth  of  pail  reigns,  the  mod 
virtuous  Sovereigns  have  not  at  all  times  been  the  belt 

treated 
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treated  by  their  fubjects,  and  the  delirious  humour 
of  t'.e  age  too  plainly  fpeaks  an  inclination  to  fuch 
deeds  as  have  formerly  proved  fatal  to  lite  and  all 
that  is  dear  to  man.  Such  mifchief  may  Heaven 
prevent. 

Let  me  therefore  intreatYou  to  reflect,  that  all 
thofe  who  in  former  times  have  fed uced  You  to  be- 
lieve that  by  dtmolifhing  the  Regal  Rights,  they 
intended  the  advancement  of  your  Happinefs  and 
Freedom,  did  in  reality  abolifh  that  power  to  free 
themfelves  from   all  Legiflative  controul,  and  to 
perpetrate  your  Slavery.     And  that,  if  fuch  intef- 
tine  troubles  (hould  again  arife,  it  is  better  that  You 
and  I  and  the  whole  Community,  become  alike  the 
fubjects  of  one  Sovereign,  born  to  and  inftructed 
in  the  excertitations  of  power,  than  to  be  made  the 
Slaves  of  a  thoufand  Tyrants,  who,  being  begotten, 
born  and  educated  your  Equals,  pampered  with, 
riches    and    panting  after  Arbitrary  Power,    will 
fwa^v  their  Iron  Sceptres  with  exultation,  ten  times 
more  oppreffive,  becaufe  they  have  been  thus  un- 
naturally, unexpectedly,  and  undefervingly  exalted. 
Thus  have  I  delivered  you  my  fei.timents  on  this 
important  fubject,  without  defign  to  cenfure  or  ap- 
plaud, to  delude  or  inflame  your  minds,  either  in 
favour  of  thofe  who  are  advocates,  or  againft  fuch 
as  have  d  if  approved  of  this  AF.  ot  Royal  Preroga- 
tive exerted  in  the  Proclamanon.  And  1  flatter  my-- 
felf  that  I    have    tairly   proved    that  it  ever  has 
been,  is,  and    mud  be  eiTentia!  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  infeparable  from  your  Rights,  Liberties 
and  Immunities.        nd  though  it  may  appear  that 
I    am   ihe   pior  lied    Advocate   of    Regal   Power, 
and  therefore   mould   it  be   fuggefted   that    I   am 
aver fe  from  che  other  Eftares  of  ihc  realm,  believe 
me  fuch  an  imputation  would  be  Fallacious  ?nd  un- 
juft.  I  am  convinced  that  both  the  Conflitutionand 
your  Happinefs  can  be  rendered  permanent  and  be- 
neficial 
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neiicial  only  by  the  Prefervation  of  the  juft  flrength 
and  equipoife  of  All  the  Eftates,  fuch  as  they  are  re- 
prei'ented  to  You  in  the  Triangular  Symbol  which  is 
prefixed  to  this  letter.  And  I  have  adopted  the  pre- 
fent fentiments  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  the 
Royal  Eftate  feems  to  be  weakening  by  the  temperof 
the  times  ; — to  mew  You,  that  if  either  one  of  them 
is  enfeebled,  the  reft  will  fuftain  the  lefs ;  and  that 
whichfoever  may  be  broken,  the  Whole  muft  fall 
together.  TheConftitutionand  the  Prefervation  of  it 
are  the  objects  which  I  propofe;  and  fuch  being  my 
defign,  it  is  at  all  times,  and  1  am  apprehenfive  more 
particularly  at  prefent,  both  as  necelfary  to  fup- 
port  the  Royal  Prerogative  in  its  due  ftrength  and 
exercife,  as  it  was  to  have  reftrained  it  in  the  reign 
of  James  the  Second  ;  even  according  to  the  moft 
fanguine  ideas  of  the  moft  perfect  Whig.  And  furely 
thoie  who  plume  themfelvcs  in  being  the  great  in- 
ftruments  of  placing  the  prefent  Royal  Family  on 
the  Throne,  will  relent  their  being  deemed  to 
intend  the  plucking  from  the  Crown,  thofe  Jewels 
which  moft  fignally  throw  the  united  luftre  of  Dig- 
nity on  the  King  and  Happinefs  on  his  People. 
Men,  therefore,  whofe  animating  object  is  the  Con- 
ftitution,  may  with  perfect  juftification  change  their 
fentiments  and  actions,  as  well  in  fupporting  that 
Eftate  which  is  weakened,  as  in  diminifhing  that 
difproportioned  ftrength  which  either  of  them  may 
acquire.  For  this  meafure  is  that  alone  which  is 
untainted  with  the  fpirit  of  Party,  and  conducive 
to  the  public  welfare. 

In  confequenee  of  this  principle,  permit  me  to 
lay  before  You  the  conduct  of  that  Nobleman  to 
whom  His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  delegate 
the  power  of  Difpenfing  with  the  Laws;  and  to 
fupply  the  Spirit  of  t  quity  in  the  fervice  of  You, 
the  Subjects.  It  has  been  the  fate  of  this  Supreme 
.     N  Ma- 
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Magiftrate  to  have  been  cen Cured  with  change  of 
fentiments,  and  duplicity  of  conduct,  according  to 
his  views  and  progrefs  of  advancement  in  the  State ; 
which,  if  this  imputation  appeared  to  be  juft,  no 
words  of  mine  mould  find  utterance  to  palliate, 
much  lefs  applaud  luch  conduct.  Let  me  examine 
then  on  what  this  calumny  hath  been  founded. 

You  cannot  have  forgotten  that  on  the  feizure 
of  your  Fellow-fubjects  and  their  papers,  by  Ge- 
neral Warrants,  he  pronounced  thefe  acts  to  be 
illegal-,  and  diftributed  Juftice  to  thofe  on  whom 
it  had  been  exercifed.  He  knew  that  by  the  Laws 
of  Alfred  the  Great,  it  was  ordained  that  every 
man's  houfe  mould  be  his  Afylum  and  Sanctuary 
from  all  invafion,  when  vengeance  even  by  the 
Law  was  allowed  to  that  family  which  had  been 
injured;  and  in  a  mitigated  fenfe  that  this  Afylum 
has  continued  to  this  hour ;  and  particularly  in  thofe 
inftances  of  which  I  am  fpeaking.  In  this  in- 
stance, therefore,  it  was  conftitutionally  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  this  Judge,  between  the  Prerogative  which 
oppreffes,  and  that  which  contributes  to  the  fe- 
licity of  the  nation.  And  he  righteoufly  deter- 
mined in  favoru  of  the  Liberties  and  Privileges 
of  his  Fellow-fubjects.  In  his  fupport  of  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Stamp  Act  in  America,  the  native  Li- 
berties of  mankind,  and  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  which  had  originally  imparted  the  Right 
of  enjoying  them,  were  happily  united.  In  advif- 
ing  and  in  juftifying  the  Proclamation  which  was 
to  give  You  Bread,  he  was  actuated  by  no  mo- 
tives but  fuch  as  in  that  Exertion  of  Authority 
were  productive  of  the  People's  Happinefs  alone. 
Jn  this  manner,  through  all  thefe  feeming  con- 
tradictory meafures,  he  has  invariably  purfued 
the  lame  object,  the  Prefervacion  of  this  Conftitu- 

tion. 
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tion.  The  imputed  calumnies,  therefore,  of  Tei> 
giverfation  and  Duplicity,  in  this  view  become  the 
moft  uniform  and  fteady  conduct.  Animated  with 
Patriotic  Virtue,  like  the  magnetic  needle,  through 
all  the  various  fteerage  of  the  State,  he  has  unde- 
viatingly  pointed  to  the  fame  falutary  port,  and  la- 
boured to  produce  your  happy  arrival.  Survey 
Him  as  he  is,  and  efteem  Him  as  You  ought.  Be- 
lieve not  thofe  actions  to  be  criminal  which  have 
fprung  from  Integrity.  Adhere  to  Him  whilft  he 
remains  your  Advocate  and  Protector  •,  and  defert 
Him  the  minute  he  deferts  You  and  the  Confti- 
tution. 


